
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

e-VOX POP   Matthew Ripley 
PhD Student, University of Southern California 

M y  f r i e n d s  a n d  I  w o u l d  t a u n t  t h e  m i d d l e - c l a s s  t o u r i s t s  w h o  v i s i t e d  o u r  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  
s u m m e r  a s  t h e y  w o u l d  f l a u n t  t h e i r  f i r s t - h a n d  c a r s ,  s u m m e r  h o m e s ,  a n d  s p o i l t  c h i l d r e n .  
B u i l d i n g  i d e n t i t i e s  o f  r e s i s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  w a y  P a u l  W i l l i s  ( 1 9 7 7 )  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  h i s  f a m o u s  
s t u d i e s  o f  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  c h i l d r e n ,  p e r f e c t l y  r e f l e c t e d  o u r  l i v e s .  

I t  was  t he re fore  a  jar r ing  e xper ience  t o  arr ive  at  my  f i r st  y e ar  in  Univers i t y  su rrou nded 
 by  stu de nt s  whose  parent s  he ld  profe ss iona l  jobs ,  were  pay ing  for  the i r  ch i ldre n’s  tu i t ion,  
 and  d isp layed  a  whole r ang e of  manner isms and  d iscour ses  that  I  had  lear nt  to  r esent 
f ro m a  y ou ng age.  Wit h in  t he f i rst  we ek  t he se  c lass  te ns ions  arose  whe n some  of  the 
s t u de nts  l i v ing  in  my  apartme nt  pre ssed  me  int o  buying  ne w “re spect ab le”  c lothe s  t hat  
i ncl uded col lared  s h i r ts  and s mart  shoes .  My expos ure and trans i t ion  i nto  be i ng  a  mi dd le- 
 c lass  ac ademic  h ad  begun .  

T a k i n g  l e c t u r e s  o n  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  c l a s s  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  e n l i g h t e n e d  m e  t o  h o w  t h i s  d e e p l y  
e n g r a i n e d  c l a s s  m e n t a l i t y  h a d  c o m e  t o  s h a p e  m y  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s .  I t  w a s  t h i s  e y e - o p e n i n g  
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  l e d  m e  t o  w i s h  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  i n  m o r e  d e p t h  a n d  t o  
b e c o m e  a n  a c a d e m i c  w h o  e x a m i n e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  n e o l i b e r a l  
c a p i t a l i s m  a n d  t h e  s o c i e t i e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  e m b e d d e d .  W h i l e  I  f u r t h e r  m y  t r a n s i t i o n  
i n t o  m i d d l e - c l a s s  s t a t u s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  I  n o w  u n d e r t a k e ,  m y  c h i l d h o o d  
e x p e r i e n c e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t o  m e  t h e  n e e d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  a l l  f o r m s  o f  s o c i a l  
i n e q u a l i t y .  I  h o p e  t h a t  m y  r e s e a r c h  c a n  h e l p  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  b y  c o n t i n u i n g  
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  t o  h e l p  r e s h a p e  o u r  w o r l d  i n t o  a  m o r e  e q u i t a b l e  p l a c e  
f o r  a l l .  

Growing  u p in  t he  fou rt h  poorest  count y  in  
E urope,  I  was  qu i ck  to  l earn  my c las s  pos i t i on.  
T h i s  i nc luded a  proces s  of  soci a l i zat ion  in  
wh ic h  I  was  taugh t ,  amon g oth er  th in gs,  how to 
dres s ,  wa l k ,  ta l k ,  eat ,  wh ich  sports  t o  t ake  u p,  
and  wher e to  hang  out .  Most  impor tant ly  
t hou gh I  was  t o ld  who t he  out-grou ps  we re ,  
pe op le  I  la te r  came  t o ident i fy  as  t he  midd le 
and upper  c l as s es.   

I  r e m e m b e r  t h e  r e s e n t m e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  b u i l d  u p  
i n  m e  a s  I  w a l k e d  p a s t  m i d d l e - c l a s s  h o m e s  i n  
w h i c h  t h e  p e o p l e  i n s i d e  a c t u a l l y  o w n e d  t h e  
p r o p e r t i e s  t h e y  l i v e d  i n .  
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