Mastering Arabic: Subjunctive and Jussive

Regular verbs

Below is a table of fully vowelled, modified subjunctive and jussive regular verbs, together
with the normal, (indicative) present tense for reference. The regular example below is the
verb x4 (‘to open’).

N
Jussive Subjunctive Indicative
aftah aisl aftaha &8 aftahu 2581 ]
taftah pdid5 taftaha 43 taftahu pids Eal
taftaht L“,.zin./: taftaht L,.zln; taftahina (odas u}ul
yaftah pay yaftaha g4y yaftahu 24 9o
taftah Gio:s taftaha éloj taftahu ’@103 R
naftah pdias naftaha pdia5 naftahu a5 e
taftah | goas taftah | goxids taftahina & gociaS Q.:I
taftahna 5545 taftahna (ys<ias taftahna ;dids ool
taftaha (a5 taftaha (a5 taftahani glp.:.a:) L]
yaftaht | goitds yaftaht | goitds yaftahtina § g=ids ‘sjb
yaftahna (i yaftaha (i) yaftahna (=) S
yaftaha (=) yaftaha (=) yaftahani §locidy Lo
J
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Irregular verbs

Many subjunctives and jussives for irregular verbs follow the pattern for regular verbs.
However, the final sukiin () has the effect of shortening the weak vowel in hollow and
defective verbs.

Hollow verbs

The irregular example below is the hollow verb 935 (‘to visit’).

Jussive Subjunctive Indicative
azur 331 aziira 593) aziiru 531 ]
tazur 533 tazdra 5935 tazdru 5933 Eol
tazarm $ )95 tazrm $ )95 tazarina (955 L}ul
yazur 535 yazlra 593 yaziru 3935 9
tazur 33 tazdra 593 tazdru 933 oo
nazur 535 nazira 53 nazdru 93 e
tazard 1g,933 tazrd 1g,933 tazarina Os9 33 @.’QI
tazurna C)J; tazurna C)J; tazurna &)33 ui.»l
tazara | 933 tazara | 933 tazadrani 91)5}3 L]
yazara 19,93 yazara 1993 yazdrina 53)955 G.fb
yazurna g, yazurna O3 yazurna O3 S
yazira | y9 3 yazira | y9 3 yazdrani gbg}é oo
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Defective verbs

The irregular example below is the defective verb _éws (‘to walk’).

Jussive Subjunctive Indicative

amshi uf.a] amshiya g,,“m/l amshi u—““’] L]

tamshi (e tamshiya g,&.&; tamsht (:,,&.J Eal

tamshi (-dued tamshi (o3 tamshina G’ <ol

yamshi (ied yamshiya G yamshr e Py

tamshi u\:«AS tamshiya g,,.m;: tamsht L“,MA.:: o

namshi (i3 namshiya Gl namshT (-’ e

tamshi | g.éuel tamshi | g.éue3 tamshiina (g3 gei»l

tamshina (ycdwd tamshina (ycdwd tamshina (ycied ]

tamshiya Lu.u.b; tamshiya LMS tamshiyani 9L~.4~Q:> 3]

yamsh | gdces yamsh | gded yamshtina gl e}s

yamshina (yciwd yamshina eéwed yamshina (yciued S

yamshiya Lediwed yamshiya Ledied yamshiyani 9w IS
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