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Excerpt from “Former Presidents Bush and Clinton discuss presidential leadership
July 9, 2015,”  Event held at the George W. Bush Presidential Library, Dallas, Texas.  

This excerpt shows a question and answer exchange between the Host Margaret Spellings, late former President George W. Bush, (“Presentation at George W. Bush Presidential Center”)

Video recording available on the C-SPAN website:
http://www.c-span.org/video/?326958-1/presidents-clinton-george-w-bush-leadership

Speakers in this excerpt:  Margaret Spellings (“S”), President Bush (“B”), and Audience (“A”)
The excerpt begins at 11:34 minutes into the event.

S:	President Bush? 
	(0.1)
B:	yes
	(0.2)
S:  	uh [okahy! (1.0) so thuh] pres- uh thee uh scholars read your your father’s 
A:	     [((laughter		))]
S:	boo:k about relationships and building relationships [(         )]
B:							            [yes my] only question is why didn't they read mine
	(0.2)
S:	they they they did (0.2) they [did	      ] (0.2) they did (0.2) [they did]
A:				          [((laughter))]
B:			       						    [okay     ]
B:	good thank you
S:	and uh but it talked about obviously his letter writing and his his development of  relationships over many years not just when you need! something 
	bu:t=
B:	      =right:=
S:		    =you know? over time and so talk about .h what they should learn from your Dad and how you all?, have developed [relationships (	)]
B:  						   [well one of thuh       ] most remarkable relationships that are described in thuh book (0.2) called forty
	one [which uh lot          ] of copies in thuh store over here uh
S:	      [eh henh henh henh]
S:	(un hunh hunh)
	(0.1)
A:	((audience laughs))=
B:			      =was thuh relationship that Bill had with my DA:d!  (1.0) so: u:h loosing an election isn’t fun.  (0.2) I’ve lost one you’ve lost one, .h he lost one to HIM! ((President Bush gestures to President Clinton, who is sitting on his left)) (0.4) .h a:nd yet, they ended up having uh friendship. (0.2) so you got to ask thuh question how does it happen?  (0.3) .h how did thuh- what p- people think are bitter enemies in thuh political arena able to put asi:de (0.2) .h victory and defeat.  I think in Da:d’s case tch u:h tha:t winning and loosing an election was not thuh most central thing in his life.  (0.6) .h thuh most central things in his life, turned out to be his fai:th (0.3) and his family.  (0.4) .h and therefore, if its (0.2) it ma- it makes it much ea:sier to deal (0.2) .h with (0.2) .h disappointments on thuh daily occurrences of life.  (0.2)  secondly it helped uh lot that Bill was so gracious! (0.4) .h in other words there’s it’s important to be ay:e humble winner (0.2) a:nd u:h .h and (0.2)  I find that relationship to be very instructive.  (0.3) that’s why I spend uh fair amount of time in chapter seven on it.
	(0.1)
S:  	unh hunh hunh
A:	((Audience laughter))
B:  	uh
S:	(enh hunh hunh hinh!)
A:	((Audience laughs))
B:	so one of my favorite stories for those of you who haven’t heard this and didn’t read thuh first book I wrote [uh  ]
S:			     [unh] hunh hunh
A:	((audience [laughter))       ]
B:		      [(was/is) when] I introduced Putin to Barney! (0.3) now Barney was our Scottish Terrier (0.2) .h and he dissed him! uh basically (kind of) body language said you call that uh dog? [and uh- it- it- it] it really frankly u:h it to thee extent that it hurt
A:			    [((laughter))     ]
B:	my feelings I didn’t really let him know. .h anyway so-
A:	[((laughter))]
B:	[u:h	        ] (uh) year later Putin says do you want to meet my do:g? (0.2) .h and- I said!, sure! out bounds this giant Russian hound.  (0.2) and Putin looks at me and says bigger stronger and faster than Barney!
	(0.2)
A:	((laughter))
B:	now (0.2) uhm you could take umbrage at something like that (but) eh- so thuh point of thuh story is: I learned uh lot about Putin then.  (0.6) like I said my dog is bigger than your dog [you know]
S:		   [unh hunh ]hunh hunh hunh hunh
B:   	it’s inSTRUCtive that you- thuh lesson is: listen carefully to what others sa:y! (0.6) don’t prejudge their sentiments (0.4) .h and let ‘em speak. (0.2) .h and u:h forty one was uh great personal diplomat because u:h he he listened to thee other person uh lot.
