Chapter 4 Second Language Acquisition Sample Project Handout
Interview a second language learner. This could be someone learning English or another language.
In memoir fashion, try to uncover the personal struggles—emotional, intellectual, ability—involved in this experience.
	What constituted joyous moments?
	What led to moments of defeat?
	Were there humous events in the process?
	Were there experiences of bias and/or stereotyping?

Contextualize the person’s experience: 
What was the impetus for learning the second language? 
At what age did this experience begin?
What context was the learning (e.g., school, community, immersion)?
What were the motivations for learning the language?
How long did the experience of learning last?
Self-assessment
	How does the learner see self in terms of this second language?
	Did a new identity evolve from this experience?
	What does the learner feel about the language and its speakers now?
Conclude with a discussion on how this person’s experience informs your view of second language acquisition.
