Syntax


[bookmark: _Hlk150067025]Native-speaker intuitions
1) Weigh in on how grammatical the following sentences are.

	Statement[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Examples borrowed or altered from The Yale Dialect Project. https://ygdp.yale.edu/project-description; full references are provided on answer key.


] 

	Grammatically correct (for academic use)
	Acceptable for spoken communication
	Unacceptable for any communication
	Have seen or heard this construction

	After last year, I would never have considered I’d be having this kind of season.
	
	
	
	

	If you said to me last year, I'd be after having the year I'm after having, I would have laughed at you basically.
	
	
	
	

	Do you want to come with?
	
	
	
	

	What we need is we need to help people find work in a legal way.
	
	
	
	

	The funny thing is is that Lisa was there too.
	
	
	
	

	I have yet to eat dinner.
	
	
	
	

	I am SO not going to study tonight.
	
	
	
	

	The girl that’s painting was bought is a popular artist.
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk150068966]2) Using the simplified tree diagrams as models, create or find two sentences in another language of a different sentence pattern. English is SVO, so use a language with a different pattern: SOV, VSO, VOS, OVS, or OSV. 
Tree the two sample sentences first in English and then in the other language pattern.

Discuss whether the tree illustration could be useful for a learner of English or a learner of the other language.


[bookmark: _Hlk150069573]3) Paper idea
Choose a grammatical topic (e.g., count and non-count nous, a transitivity pattern—monotransitive, ditransitive, intransitive, copula, complex), adjective placement, prepositions and prepositional phrases). Create a comparative grammatical sketch using English and another language on this structure. Come up with a lesson plan to teach this structure for an English language learner (ELL) whose first language is the other language.

Follow this outline:
Cover page
Introduction
Background: 
	Structure’s definition and examples in English and the other language. 
	Discuss differences in detail.
Pedagogical intervention
	Create a lesson for the ELL
	Create your own materials: slide show, handouts, in-class activities, 	worksheet with answer key
Discussion
	Based on concepts such as differences between the two languages, the possibility of negative transfer from the learner’s first language, and cultural differences, discuss the level of difficulty of this feature for this learner. Use empirical support (published research) to support your claim.
References
Appendices
	Put your lesson materials in the appendices.
	For example,
	Appendix A: Slideshow
	Appendix B: Worksheet
	Appendix C: Answer key 
	Etc.
