Evidence of language change in progress
(To be used as a handout, overhead, or in a PPTX)

Past tense

Infinitive			Past tense choices			Which would you use?

bet				bet			betted
                          (He bet/betted his paycheck on the big game.)

burn			burnt		burned
                   (The house smelt/smelled like burnt/burned hamburgers.)
			(The Museum of Burnt Food: 
"Celebrating the art of culinary disaster" 
with online exhibit of charred comestibles. 
www.burntfoodmuseum.com/. )

creep			crept    		*creeped  
                             (He crept/creeped me out. 
                              		He crept/creeped thru the room.)

deal			dealt   		*dealed
                                              (wheeled & dealed?)

dream 			dreamt		dreamed
                                     (She dreamt/dreamed of becoming a star.)


dwell                    dwelt            dwelled					 
                                     (I dwelt/dwelled there a little too long.)

keep			kept   		*keeped 

lean			leant		leaned		
                          (He leant/leaned on the fence.)

learn 			learnt*		learned
                                     (I learnt/learned addition in school today.)
 
leap			leapt		leaped
                                              (I leapt/leaped in feet first.)	

prove			proven		proved
                                           (She has proven/proved the equation.)

sleep			slept   		*sleeped 
                                           (The child slept/sleeped well.)

smell			smelt 		smelled  
				(The fish smelt/smelled awful.)

spell			spelt (UK)	spelled
		             (The contestant spelt/spelled the word correctly.)

spill				spilt			spilled
                                      (I spilt/spilled the milk on the floor.)

spoil			spoilt		spoiled
                                  (The refrigerator smells like spoilt/spoiled milk.) 

weep			wept 		*weeped
				    (The soldier wept/weeped.)


This came from a student paper:

By default, the new terms are formed and spelled how the individual or group creating them feel they should be spelt.  

