Northern Cities Vowel Shift
(To be used as a handout, overhead, or in a PPTX)

Language Change occurs across all linguistic features.
NCVS                                                             
    Where the shift is happening                        What is changing

[image: A map of the united states

Description automatically generated]        Word pronunciation is changing:

           pot > pat       sod > sad

[image: A diagram of a dress  Description automatically generated]






The Northern Cities Vowel Shift is a shift in the production of vowels in which one vowel moves to a new location—in this case upward—causing a chain reaction. The vowel that originally existed in that pronunciation space is then displaced, moving to the next closest spot, and the chain continues.
Different causes are speculated as to the origins of the shift, but once it begins, social factors such as identity allow the shift to continue.
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Northern Cities Shift as a vowel chart, based on image &
in Labov, Ash, and Boberg (1997)'s "A national map of the

regional dialects of American English".
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Three isoglosses identifying the NCVS. In the brown &
areas STRUT is more retracted than LOT. The blue line
encloses areas in which DRESS is backed. The red line
encloses areas in which TRAP is diphthongized to [es] even
before oral consonants. The areas enclosed by all three
lines may be considered the "core" of the NCVS; it is most
consistently present in Syracuse, Rochester, Buffalo,
Detroit, and Chicago. Adapted from Labov, Ash & Boberg
(2008), p. 204.




