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Appendix One: Mourning gestures and sounds in Latin literature


The tables summarize descriptions of the physical and vocal actions of mourners found in Latin literature (c. 60 BCE to 200 CE). Mourning-events have been tabulated if mention is made of (usually at least two) physical actions and/or vocalizations. Many authors report deaths or funerals without exploring mourning actions, or may note emotions (e.g., anger, sadness) without describing the specifics of its expression. Thus not every reference in Latin literature to death scenes, funeral rites and mourners (broadly conceived), or to lone responses (e.g., tears, or lamentation) is included here. The focus is on accounts which present reasonably substantial adjustments to bodies and voices. Some gestures (e.g., downward gaze, the raising of arms, dirtying clothes, loosening garments, covering heads) which are rarely reported are not tabulated, and nor are aspects of posture (e.g., sitting, standing) since these, though often assumed, are rarely specifically noted. Supporting references for actions (and less extensive descriptions) not included here can be found in the notes to individual chapters. 

The tables evaluate the frequency of certain gestures and sounds, the contexts in which these were performed and in which combinations. The tables organise the material into: prose literature – non-fiction (Table 1); prose literature – fiction (Table 2); poetry with historical or fictional (but not myth) themes (Table 3); poetry based on, or recounting episodes from, myth (Table 4); and a summary of gender and relationship trends (Table 5).

Note the following:
Date: The first date given is the likely publication date (or range). Centuries are divided roughly into thirds (early, mid and late). The second date, when present, is for the event.
Place: This indicates where the work was likely written, and, when relevant, (beneath this) the place where the event happened.
Ritual: This indicates at what point the actions occurred. ‘Death’ denotes the moment of death or when the death was first announced. When the timing was not specified the term ‘General’ is used.
Identity: Identifies the mourner generally in terms of their relationship with the deceased.
Body/arms – beaten/bruised: This column records not only examples of mourners beating arms and other body parts (chests excluded), but also terms derived from planctus/plango.  When the latter is the case a P has been inserted. This reflects that planctus/plango may suggest mourning and/or lament more broadly instead of, or in addition to, body-beating.
Verbal lament: An X in bold (X) indicates the content of a lament, as opposed to only a reference to lament. In Table 1 an E indicates a reference to a eulogy. 
Shouting/Calling-out: An X in bold (X) indicates a reference to the calling-out of the name of the deceased.

An underlined X (X) denotes that the action was referred to as absent or unlikely to occur, or a request was made by the author for it not to occur.


Table 1: Mourning gestures and sounds performed by characters recorded in Latin prose literature, non-fiction c. 60 BCE to 200 CE.

	Reference










	Date 
	Place 
	Ritual
	Identity










	Collapsing 
	Chest – beaten/torn/bared
	Body/arms – beaten/bruised
	Cheeks – beaten/scratched


	Sad Face
	Tears/weeping
	Dirty/Dishevelled hair
	Loose hair
	Pulling/tearing/cutting hair
	Tearing clothes
	Black or mourning clothes
	Silent
	Verbal lament/speech
	Lamentation/complaining
	Groaning
	Shouting/Calling-out
	Wailing/howling

	Cic. Inv. rhet. 2.26.78
Rhetorical treatise
	Early 1st c. BCE / 7th c. BCE
	Rome
	Death

	Sister of Horatii for betrothed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	

	Cic. Mil. 33; 86
Speech
	52 BCE
	Rome
	Funeral
	General mourners for Clodius
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
E
	
	
	
	

	Cic. Leg. 2.23.59
Dialogue
	Mid-1st c. BCE / 5th c. BCE
	Rome

	Funeral
	Female mourners
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	[Cic.] Fam. 5.14.2 
Letter
	45 BCE
	Rome
	After funeral
	Cicero for daughter, Tullia
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Cic. Fam. 12.14.3; 12.15
Letters
	45 BCE
	Astura
	After funeral
	Cicero for daughter, Tullia
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cic. Tusc. 1.30
Philosophical dialogue
	45 BCE
	Tusculum
	General
	General mourners
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Cic. Tusc. 2.55
Philosophical dialogue
	45 BCE
	Tusculum
	General
	General mourners
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X

	Cic. Tusc. 3.62.
Philosophical dialogue
	45 BCE
	Tusculum
	General
	General mourners
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cic. Tusc. 3.64
Philosophical dialogue
	45 BCE
	Tusculum
	General
	Family for family
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Livy 1.26
History
	Late 1st c. BCE /
7th c. BCE
	Rome

	Death
	Sister of Horatii for betrothed
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	Livy 1.58.12–59.4
History
	Late 1st BCE / 510 BCE
	Rome
Collatia

	Death
	Male relatives for Lucretia
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	

	Livy 22.55
History
	Late 1st c. BCE / 216 BCE
	Rome
	Death
	Families (primarily women) for soldiers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	

	Livy 25.26.9–10
History
	Late 1st c. BCE / 213 BCE
	Rome
Sicily
	Funeral
	Soldiers for comrades
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Nic. Dam. FGrH F. 130.26
History
	Early 1st c. CE / 44 BCE
	Rome
	Death
	Crowd for Caesar
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	

	Val. Max. 1.1.15
Historical anecdotes
	Early 1st c. CE / 216 BCE
	Rome

	After funeral
	Female relatives for soldiers
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Val. Max. 2.6.7d
Historical anecdotes
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Marseille
	Funeral
	General mourners
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Val. Max. 4.1.12
Historical anecdotes
	Early 1st c. CE / 129 BCE

	Rome

	Death 
	Male political opponent for Scipio Africanus
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Val. Max. 4.7.4
Historical anecdotes
	Early 1st c. CE / c. 42 BCE
	Rome

	Death
	Male friend for Lucullus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Val. Max. 5.10.1–3
Historical anecdotes
	Early 1st c. CE / 2nd c. BCE

	Rome

	General
	Fathers (Pulvillus & Aemilius Paullus)  for sons
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Sen. Controv. 4.1
Speech anthology
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
	After funeral
	Father for sons
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Curt.
4.10.20–4
History
	Mid 1st  c. CE / 332 BCE

	Rome
Persia 
	Death
	Alexander for captive queen
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Curt.
4.10.29–34
History
	Mid-1st c. CE / 332 BCE

	Rome
Persia 
	Death
	Camp-followers & husband (Darius) for queen
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X

	Curt. 8.2.5–11
History
	Mid-1st c. CE / 328 BCE

	Rome
Samarkand
	Death
	Alexander for Cleitus
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X

	Curt. 10.5.7–9
History
	Mid-1st c. CE / 323 BCE

	Rome
Babylon
	Death
	Retinue for Alexander
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Curt. 10.5.17–22
History
	Mid-1st c. CE / 323 BCE

	Rome
Babylon
	Death
	Female mourners for Alexander
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sen. Marc. 1.2
Consolation
	c. 40 CE / 25 CE
	Rome
	Death
	Daughter for father (Cremutius Cordus)
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Sen. Marc. 1.5
Consolation
	c. 40 CE
	Rome
	After funeral
	Marcia for son
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sen. Marc. 2.4
Consolation
	c. 40 CE / 23 – 11 BCE

	Rome

	After funeral
	Octavia for son, Marcellus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Sen. Marc. 6.2
Consolation
	c. 40 CE
	Rome
	After funeral
	General mourners
	
	X
	X
P
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sen. Marc. 13.2
Consolation
	c. 40 CE / 509 BCE

	Rome

	Death
	Pulvillus for son
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Sen. Marc. 15.3
Consolation
	c. 40 CE / 23 CE
	Rome
	Funeral
	Tiberius for son, Drusus
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	E
	
	
	
	

	Sen. Helv. 16.1–2; 16.6–7
Consolation
	c. 42 CE / 2nd – 1st c. BCE
	Corsica
Rome
	After funeral
	Mothers (Cornelia & Rutilia) for sons
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sen. Polyb. 2.1–7; 4.1; 5.5; 18.7
Consolation
	c. 43 CE
	Corsica
Rome
	After funeral
	Polybius for brother
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Sen. Polyb. 17.3-6
Consolation
	c. 43 CE / 38 CE

	Corsica Rome
	After funeral
	Caligula for sister, Drusilla
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Sen. Apocol. 12
Satire
	54 CE
	Rome

	Funeral
	Crowd for Claudius
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X


	Sen. Ep. 63.1–2
Letter
	60s CE
	Rome
	General
	Man for friend
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Sen. Ep. 63.13
Letter
	60s CE
	Rome
	Funeral & after
	Female mourners
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sen. Ep. 99.15–17
Letter
	60s CE
	Rome
	General
	General mourners
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	

	[Quint.] Declam. Maj. 6.7–8
Model speeches
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	Death
	Mother for son
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	[Quint.] Declam Maj. 8.10.4
Model speeches
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	Before funeral
	General mourners
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	[Quint.]
Declam. Maj.10
Model speeches
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	Funeral & after
	Mother for son
	
	X
	X
P
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	[Quint.]  Declam.Min
256.5
Model speeches
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	Death
	Father for sons
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plin. Ep. 3.16.5–6
Letter
	Late 1st c. / early 2nd c. CE 
	Rome
	Death
	Arria for son
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tac. Agr. 45–46
Biography
	Late 1st c. CE / 93 CE
	Rome

	General
	Family for Agricola
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Tac. Hist. 2.49
History
	Early 2nd c. CE / 69 CE
	Rome
Aquileia
	Funeral
	Soldiers & followers for Otho
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Tac. Hist. 4.45
History
	Early 2nd c. CE / 70 CE
	Rome
Siena
	Mock funeral
	Crowd for senator (Manlius Patruitus)
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Tac. Ann. 1.22–3
History
	Early 2nd c. CE / 14 CE
	Rome
Pannonia
	Death (mock)
	Soldier for brother
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Tac. Ann. 2.82
History
	Early 2nd c. CE / 19 CE
	Rome

	Death
	Crowd for Germanicus
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Tac. Ann. 3.1–2
History
	Early 2nd c. CE / 19 CE

	Rome
Brundisium, & Italy
	Return of ashes
	Crowd for Germanicus
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	

	Tac. Ann. 3.4
History
	Early 2nd c. CE / 19 CE
	Rome

	Burial of ashes
	Crowd for Germanicus
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Tac. Ann. 3.5
History
	Early 2nd c. CE/ 19 CE
	Rome
	Burial of ashes
	General mourning for Drusus & Germanicus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
E
	
	
	
	

	Tac. Ann. 4.8
History
	Early 2nd c. CE / 23 CE
	Rome

	Death
	Senators for Drusus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Tac. Ann. 16.10
History
	Early 2nd c. CE / 66 CE

	Rome

	After funeral
	Antistia Pollita for husband
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Suet. Iul. 84
Biography
	Early 2nd c. CE / 44 BCE
	Rome
	Funeral
	Crowd for Caesar
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
E
	X
	
	
	

	Suet. Calig. 13–15
Biography
	Early 2nd c. CE / 37 CE
	Rome

	Funeral
	Caligula for Tiberius (uncle)
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	E
	
	
	
	

	Suet. Calig. 24.2
Biography
	Early 2nd c. CE / 38 CE
	Rome
	General
	Caligula for sister, Drusilla
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Suet. Otho 12.2
Biography
	Early 2nd c. CE / 69 CE
	Rome
	Death
	Soldiers for Otho
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Apul.
Florid. 19.2–3
Speech extracts
	Mid-2nd c. CE / 1st c. BCE
	Carthage
Rome?
	Funeral
	Relatives
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fronto, De Nep. Amiss. ii.7 (Haines 1920: 228)
Letter 
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Rome
	General
	Parents for Fronto’s grandson
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male mourners
(Total = 22)
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	0
	3
	6
	17
	0
	0
	1
	1
	2
	0
	5
	11
	5
	2
	3

	Female mourners
(Total = 14)
	
	
	
	
	3
	1
	1
	2
	3
	11
	1
	1
	1
	1
	5
	0
	0
	2
	4
	4
	4

	Both/Unspecified
(Total = 23)
	
	
	
	
	1
	3
	9
	2
	4
	10
	0
	0
	1
	1
	2
	7
	5
	10
	6
	4
	7

	(Overall total = 59)
	
	
	
	
	5
	5
	10
	7
	13
	38
	1
	1
	3
	3
	9
	7
	10
	23
	15
	10
	14





Table 2: Mourning gestures and sounds performed by characters recorded in Latin prose literature, fictional, c. 60 BCE to 200 CE.

	Reference










	Date 
	Place 
	Ritual
	Identity










	Collapsing 
	Chest – beaten/torn/bared
	Body/arms – beaten/bruised
	Cheeks – beaten/scratched


	Sad Face
	Tears/weeping
	Dirty/Dishevelled hair
	Loose hair
	Pulling/Tearing/cutting hair
	Tearing clothes
	Black or mourning clothes
	Silent
	Verbal lament
	Lamentation/complaining
	Groaning
	Shouting/Calling-out
	Wailing/howling

	Petron. Sat. 42.6–7
Satirical novel
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Puteoli
	Funeral
	Wife
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Petron. Sat. 72.1
Satirical novel
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Puteoli
	Pseudo funeral
	Household for master (Trimalchio)
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Petron. Sat. 111.2
Satirical novel
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Ephesus
	Funeral
	Wife (Widow of Ephesus)
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Petron. Sat. 111.3–10
Satirical novel
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Ephesus
	After funeral
	Wife (Widow of Ephesus)
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Petron. Sat. 115.11–19
Satirical novel
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Crotone
	Death
	Encolpius for male friend (Lichas)
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Apul. Met. 1.6
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numidia
Thessaly
	Death
	Wife
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Apul. Met. 2.23
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numdia
Thessaly
	Before funeral
	Wife
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Apul. Met. 2.27
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numidia
Thessaly
	Funeral
	General
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Apul. Met. 2.27
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numidia
Thessaly
	Funeral
	Uncle for nephew
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	

	Apul. Met. 3.8
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numida
Thessaly
	Funeral
(mock)
	Female
relatives for man
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	X

	Apul. Met. 7.27
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numidia Thessaly
	Post funeral
	Mother
for son
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	Apul. Met. 8.6
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numidia
Thessaly
	Death
	Male Friend (murderer)

	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Apul. Met. 8.6
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numidia Thessaly
	Death 
	Wife (Charite)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Apul Met. 8.7
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numdia
Thessaly
	Funeral
	Male friend (murderer)
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Apul Met. 8.7–9
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numidia Thessaly
	Funeral & after
	Wife (Charite)

	
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Apul. Met. 9.30
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numida
Thessaly
	Death
	Household for master (baker)
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Apul. Met. 9.31
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numidia
Thessaly
	After funeral
	Daughter for father (baker)
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Apul. Met. 10.6
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numidia
Thessaly
	Post funeral
	Father for son
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Apul. Met. 10.25
Novel
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Numidia
Thessaly
	Funeral
	Brother & husband of murdered woman
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male mourners
(Total = 6)
	
	
	
	
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	6
	1
	0
	2
	0
	1
	0
	1
	3
	0
	2
	0

	Female mourners
(Total = 10)
	
	
	
	
	1
	5
	2
	1
	0
	6
	1
	3
	3
	2
	3
	0
	1
	1
	1
	2
	4

	Both/Unspecified
(Total = 3)
	
	
	
	
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	1
	1

	(Overall total = 19)
	
	
	
	
	1
	6
	4
	1
	1
	14
	2
	3
	5
	2
	4
	0
	2
	6
	1
	5
	5





Table 3: Mourning gestures and sounds performed by non-mythical characters recorded in Latin poetry, c. 60 BCE to 200 CE.

	Reference










	Date
	Place
	Ritual
	Identity










	Collapsing 
	Chest – beaten/torn/bared
	Body/arms – beaten/bruised
	Cheeks – beaten/scratched

	Sad Face
	Tears/weeping
	Dirty/Dishevelled hair
	Loose hair
	Pulling/tearing/cutting hair
	Tearing clothes
	Black or mourning clothes
	Silent
	Verbal lament
	Lamentation/complaining
	Groaning
	Shouting/Calling-out
	Wailing/howling

	Tib. 1.1.59–68
Elegy
	Late 1st c. BCE 
	Rome
	Funeral
(anticipated)
	Delia for Tibullus
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tib. 1.3.8
Elegy
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
	Beside tomb
(anticipated)
	Sister for Tibullus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[Tib.] 3.2.12–18
Elegy
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
	Pyre
(anticipated)
	Neaera for lover/husband
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Prop. 1.17.21–3
Elegy
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
	Funeral
(anticipated)
	Cynthia for Propertius
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Prop. 2.13.27–8; 51
Elegy
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
	Funeral
(anticipated)
	Cynthia for Propertius
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Prop. 2.24.52
Elegy
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
	Death
(anticipated)
	Cynthia for Propertius
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Prop. 4.7.23–8
Elegy
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
	Death  & funeral
	Propertius for Cynthia
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Prop. 4.11.58–60
Elegy
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
	General
	Augustus for ex-wife’s daughter
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Hor. Carm. 2.9
Lyric
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
	General
	Valgius Rufus for friend/favourite
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Hor. Carm. 2.20.21–3
Lyric
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
	Funeral
(anticipated)
	General mourners for poet
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	Ov. Am. 2.6.3–8
Elegy
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
	Funeral
	Birds for parrot
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ov. Am. 3.9.51–2
Elegy
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
	Funeral
	Sister for Tibullus
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Ars am. 3.431–2
Elegy
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
	Funeral
	Wife
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Fast. 4.845–56
Didactic epic
	Early 1st c. CE /
	Rome
	Death & funeral
	Mourners for Remus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Ov. Tr. 3.3.39–52
Elegy
	Early 1st c. CE
	Tomis
	Death
(anticipated)
	Wife for Ovid
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	[Ov.] Cons. Liv. 8; 40; 98; 113–69; 417
Consolation
	Early 1st c. CE / 9 BCE
	Rome
	Death
	Livia for son, Drusus 
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	[Ov.] Cons. Liv. 85–8
Consolation
	Early 1st c. CE / 9 BCE
	Rome
	Death
	Tiberius for brother, Drusus
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[Ov.] Cons. Liv. 179–201
Consolation
	Early 1st c. CE / 9 BCE
	Rome
	Funeral
	Crowd for Drusus
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	[Ov.] Cons. Liv. 317–18
Consolation
	Early 1st c. CE / 9 CE
	Rome
	Death
	Antonia for husband, Drusus
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[Sen] Oct. 719–20
Play
	Mid-1st c. CE / 62 CE
	Rome
	Dream
	Female mourners
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Luc.  2.23–8
Epic
	Mid-1st c. CE
	Rome
	Death
	Mother & household for a son
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	

	Luc.  2.334–6; 365
Epic
	Mid-1st c. CE / 50 BCE
	Rome
	After funeral
	Marcia for husband (Hortensius)
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Luc. 7.37–44
Epic
	Mid-1st c. CE / 48 BCE
	Rome
Pharsalus
	Funeral

	Crowd, esp. women, for Pompey
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Luc. 8.637–62
Epic
	Mid-1st c. CE / 48 BCE
	Rome
Egypt
	Death
	Cornelia for husband, Pompey
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Luc. 8.726–51
Epic
	Mid-1st c. CE / 48 BCE
	Rome
Egypt
	Funeral
	Male client for Pompey

	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Luc. 8.739–40; 9.55–116; 172
Epic
	Mid-1st c. CE / 48 BCE
	Rome
Egypt
	Funeral – denied
	Cornelia for husband, Pompey
	X
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Luc. 9.167–73
Epic
	Mid-1st c. CE / 48 BCE
	Rome
Egypt
	Death 
	Crowd for Pompey
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Luc. 9.171–2
Epic
	Mid-1st c. CE / 48 BCE
	Rome
Egypt
	After funeral
	Cornelia for husband, Pompey
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stat. Silv. 2.1.6–16
Consolation
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	After funeral
	Atedius Melior for alumnus (Glaucias)
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Stat. Silv. 2.1.19–34
Consolation
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	Funeral
	Atedius Melior for alumnus (Glaucias)
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Stat. Silv. 2.1.169–71
Consolation
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	 Pyre
	Atedius Melior for alumnus (Glaucias)
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stat. Silv. 2.4.16–37
Consolation
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	General
	Birds for parrot
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Stat. Silv. 2.6.82–4
Consolation
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	Death
	Flavius Ursus for male slave
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Stat. Silv. 3.3.7–31
Consolation
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	Pyre
	Claudius Etruscus for father
	
	X
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Stat. Silv. 3.3.39–41
Consolation
	Late 1st  c. CE 
	Rome
	Funeral 
	Claudius Etruscus for father
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Stat. Silv. 3.3.176–204
Consolation
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	Pyre
	Claudius Etruscus for father
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Stat. Silv. 5.1.20–4
Consolation
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	Death
	Abascantus for wife, Priscilla
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Stat. Silv. 5.1.218–20
Consolation
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	Funeral
	Abascantus for wife, Priscilla
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stat. Silv. 5.3.44–6
Consolation
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	After funeral
	Statius for father
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Stat. Silv. 5.3.262–5
Consolation
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	Death
	Statius for father
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Stat. Silv. 5.5.11–65
Consolation
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	After funeral
	Statius for alumnus
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	

	Stat. Silv. 5.5.13–22
Consolation 
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	 Pyre
	Bereaved parents
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Sil. Pun. 2.558–680
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE / 219 BCE
	Rome
Saguntum
	After funeral
	Wife (Fury)
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Sil. Pun. 5.586–92
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE / 217 BCE
	Rome
Trasimene
	Death
	Soldiers for comrade
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	

	Sil. Pun. 6.560–70
Epic
	Late 1st c. BCE / 217 BCE
	Rome
	Death
	Families for soldiers
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Sil. Pun. 13.387–94
Epic
	Late 1st CE / 212 BCE
	Rome
Puteoli
	Death 
	Scipio for father & uncle
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mart. 2.11
Epigram
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	General
	Man without dinner invitation compared to mourners
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mart. 5.37.19
Epigram
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	General
	Paetus for wife
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mart. 6.85.5–11
Epigram
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	General
	Martial for friend, Rufus Camonius
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mart. 10.50.1–4
Epigram
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
	Funeral
	Female personifications for charioteer
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Juv. 13.127–34
Satire
	Early 2nd c. CE
	Rome
	Funeral

	Members of household in debt compared to mourners
	
	X
	X
P
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X

	Juv. 15.132–40
Satire
	Early 2nd c. CE
	Rome
	Funeral
	General mourners for the young
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male mourners
(Total = 22)
	
	
	
	
	5
	6
	7
	1
	3
	16
	1
	0
	2
	3
	2
	0
	2
	6
	11
	4
	0

	Female mourners
(Total = 20)
	
	
	
	
	2
	8
	2
	4
	1
	11
	3
	12
	9
	0
	3
	1
	4
	0
	1
	4
	1

	Both/unspecified
(Total = 10)
	
	
	
	
	0
	4
	2
	2
	1
	7
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0
	0
	2
	3
	5
	2
	2

	(Overall total = 52)
	
	
	
	
	7
	18
	11
	7
	5
	34
	4
	13
	13
	4
	5
	1
	8
	9
	17
	10
	3





Table 4: Mourning gestures and sounds performed by mythical characters recorded in Latin poetry, c. 60 BCE to 200 CE.

	Reference
	Dates
	Place
	Ritual
	Identity










	Collapsing
	Chest – beaten/torn/bared
	Body/arms – beaten/bruised
	Cheeks – beaten/scratched


	Sad Face
	Tears/weeping
	Dirty/Dishevelled hair
	Loose hair
	Pulling/Tearing/cutting hair
	Tearing clothes
	Black or mourning clothes
	Silent
	Verbal  lament
	Lamentation/complaining
	Groaning
	Shouting/calling out
	Wailing/howling

	Cat. 64.349–51
Lyric
	Mid-1st c. BCE
	Rome
	Funeral
	Mothers for sons
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Virg. Aen. 3.65–8
Epic
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Thrace
	Funeral
	Comrades for Polydorus
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Virg. Aen. 4.665–9
Epic
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Carthage
	Death
	Female companions for Dido
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Virg. Aen. 4.672–89
Epic
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Carthage
	Death 
	Anna for sister, Dido
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	

	Virg. Aen. 6.175–220
Epic
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Misenum
	Death & pyre
	Comrades for Misenus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	

	Virg. Aen. 9.475–97
Epic
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Latium
	Death
	Mother for son, Euryalus 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Virg. Aen. 10.844–56
Epic
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Latium
	Death
	Mezentius for son, Lausus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Virg. Aen.11.35–8
Epic
	Late 1st  c. BCE
	Rome
Latium
	Death
	Female mourners for Pallas
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Virg. Aen. 11.39–58
Epic
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Latium
	Death
	Aeneas for male comrade, Pallas
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Virg. Aen. 11.85–7
Epic
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Latium
	Procession
	Male guardian (Acoetes) for Pallas
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Virg. Aen. 11.148–81
Epic
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Latium
	Death
	Evander for son, Pallas
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Virg. Aen. 11.188–202
Epic
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Latium
	Funeral
	Comrades for soldiers
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	Virg. Aen. 12.604–7
Epic
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Latium
	Death
	Daughter (Lavinia) & female household for Amata
	
	
	X
P
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Virg. Aen. 12.609–11
Epic
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Latium
	Death
	Latinus for wife, Amata
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Prop. 2.9a.9–14
Elegy
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Troy
	Death
	Briseis for captor/master, Achilles
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Am. 3.9.1–12
Elegy
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
	Death
	Gods for Tibullus
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Her. 11.115–16
Letter
	Late 1st c. BCE
	Rome
Thessaly
	General
	Canace for infant son
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Her. 15.113–16
Letter
	Late 1st  c. BCE
	Rome
Lesbos
	Funeral
(putative)
	Mother for son
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Ov. Met. 2.338–50
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome

	At tomb
	Clymene & daughters (Heliades) for son (& brother) Phaethon
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 2.620–5
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thessaly
	Pyre
	Apollo for lover, Coronis
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Ov. Met. 3.505–6
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Boeotia
	Death
	Sisters for brother, Narcissus
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 4.137–61
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Babylon
	Death
	Thisbe for lover, Pyramis
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 4.545–58
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Women for companion, Ino
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 6.277–85
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Niobe for children
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 6.288–9
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Niobe’s daughters for their brothers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 6.567–8
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thrace
	Death
(believed)
	Procne for sister, Philomela
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 8.446–50
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Calydon
	Death
	Althaea for brothers
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Ov. Met. 8.526–8
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Calydon
	Death
	Crowd for Meleager

	
	
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Ov. Met. 8.529–30
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Calydon
	Death
	Oeneus for son, Meleager
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 8.535–41
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Calydon
	Death & at tomb
	Sisters
for brother, Meleager
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 10.72–5
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thrace
	Death
	Orpheus for wife, Eurydice
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 10.721–31
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Greece
	Death
	Aphrodite for lover, Adonis
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 11.44–9
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thrace
	General
	Nature for Orpheus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 11.681–709
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Trachis
	Death 
(dream)
	Alycone for husband, Ceyx
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Ov. Met. 11.725–38
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Trachis
	Death
	Alycone for husband, Ceyx
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 13.428
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Troy
	At tomb
	Hecuba for son, Hector
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 13.488–544
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thrace
	Death

	Hecuba for daughter, Polyxena, & son, Polydorus
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 13.686–90
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome Thebes
	Funeral
(image)
	Female mourners for Orion’s daughters
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 14.420–34
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Laurentum
	Death (presumed)
	Canens for husband
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ov. Met. 15.489–549
Epic
	Early 1st c. CE
	Rome
Rome
	After funeral
	Egeria for husband, Numa 
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Sen. Ag. 659–92
Play
	Mid-1st c. CE
	Rome
Argos
	General
	Female mourners for family and Troy
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Sen. Tro. 63–163
Play
	Mid-1st c. CE
	Rome
Troy
	General
	Female mourners for family and Troy
	
	X
	X
P
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Sen. Tro. 409–11
Play
	Mid-1st c. CE
	Rome
Troy
	General
	Female mourners for family & Troy
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sen. Her. 1100–14
Play
	Mid-1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Hercules for wife & children
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	

	Sen. Phaed. 990
Play
	Mid-1st c. CE
	Rome
Athens
	Death
	Messenger for Hippolytus
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[Sen.] Her. O. 1545–7
Play
	Mid-1st c. CE
	Rome
Trachis
	Death
	Female mourners for Hercules
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[Sen.] Her. O. 1667–90
Play
	Mid-1st c. CE
	Rome
Trachis
	Pyre
	Alcmeme for son, Hercules
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	[Sen.] Her. O. 1757–1939
Play
	Mid-1st c. CE
	Rome
Trachis
	After pyre
	Alcmene for son, Hercules
	
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	V. Fl. 3.274–85
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Propontis
	Death
	Family (esp. women) for soldiers
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	V. Fl. 3.286–313
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Propontis
	Death
	Jason for friend, Cyzicus
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	

	V. Fl. 3.314–31
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Propontis
	Death
	Clite for husband, Cyzicus
	X
	
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	V. Fl. 5.10–35
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Bithynia
	Death
	Male mourners for comrades
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	

	Stat. Theb. 3.44–52
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Maeon for fellow soldiers
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 3.114–32
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Family (esp. mothers) for soldiers
	X
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 3.133–68
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Ide for twin sons
	
	
	X
P
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 5.304–27
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Lemnos
	Death
	Women for male murdered relatives
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 5.590–636
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Nemea
	Death
	Hypsipyle  for infant charge, Opheltes
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 6.25–44
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Nemea
	Death
	Lycurgus & Eurydice for son, Opheltes
	X
	X
	X
P
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	

	Stat. Theb. 6.135–92
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Nemea
	Pyre
	Eurydice for son, Opheltes
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Stat. Theb. 6.133; 177–9
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Nemea
	Pyre
	Hypsipyle  for infant charge, Opheltes
	
	X
	X
P
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 6.193–6
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome 
Nemea
	Pyre
	Lycurgus for son, Opheltes
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 8.162–217
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Soldiers for comrade, Amphiaraus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 9.36–86
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Polynices for comrade (& brother-in-law), Tydeus
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 9.351–408
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	River nymph for son, Crenaeus
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X

	Stat. Theb. 10.792–820
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Mother for son, Menoeceus 
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 11.594–629
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Oedipus for sons, Eteocles & Polynices
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 12.22–49
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Families for soldiers
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 12.60–104
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Pyre
	Creon for son, Menoeceus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 12.105–40
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Wives for soldier husbands
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 12.312–70
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Death
	Argia for husband, Polynices
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Stat. Theb. 12.797–807
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Thebes
	Pyre
	Wives for soldier husbands
	X
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Sil. Pun. 3.436–40
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Pyrenees
	Death 
	Hercules for lover, Pyrene
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Sil. Pun. 8.150–5
Epic
	Late 1st c. CE
	Rome
Carthage
	Death 
	Female attendants & sister Anna for Dido
	X
	
	X
P
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Juv. 10.258–63
Satire
	Early 2nd c. CE
	Rome
Troy
	Funeral
	Cassandra & Polyxena for father, Priam
	
	
	X
P
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male mourners
(Total = 21)
	
	
	
	
	5
	3
	2
	1
	1
	15
	4
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	9
	3
	10
	5
	0

	Female mourners
(Total = 47)
	
	
	
	
	12
	18
	21
	10
	0
	24
	6
	15
	17
	7
	4
	5
	17
	15
	14
	3
	6

	Both/Unspecified
(Total = 6)
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	0
	0
	5
	1
	1
	2
	0
	1
	0
	
	2
	5
	2
	1

	(Overall total = 74)
	
	
	
	
	18
	23
	26
	11
	1
	44
	11
	16
	20
	8
	5
	6
	26
	20
	29
	10
	7






Table 5: A summary of the data on gender and relationships drawn from Tables 1–4. Note that some repeat counting is involved since the tables above occasionally represent different mourners mourning the same person, and some who mourn the same person in different contexts (e.g., at the deathbed and pyre), thus the figures should be treated as an approximate guide to trends.

	
	Male
	Female
	Both/Unspecified
	Total

	Gender of deceased
	(42, 18, 41, 57) 158            77%
	(7, 0, 4, 11) 22                     11%
	(10, 1, 7, 6) 24                   12%
	204

	
	
	
	
	

	Gender of mourners
	(22, 6, 22, 21) 71                35%
	(14, 10, 20, 47) 91               45%
	(23, 3, 10, 6) 42                  20%
	204

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Identity of Mourners
	
	
	
	

	Spousal* 
	(1, 0, 4, 4)      9
	(3, 7, 13, 9)     32 
	                       0
	 41                    20%

	Parental
	(7, 1, 4, 7)    19
	(6, 1, 2, 14)     23
	(1, 0, 1, 1)      3
	 45                    22%

	Children
	(0, 0, 5, 0)      5
	(1, 1, 0, 1)         3
	                       0
	   8                      4%

	Siblings
	(4, 1, 1, 0)      6
	(0, 0, 2, 8)       10
	                       0
	 16                      8%

	Other family
	(2,1, 1, 0)       4
	(2, 1, 0, 5)         8
	(3, 0, 1, 1)      5
	 17                      8%

	Household/enslaved
	                       0
	(0, 0, 1, 4)         5
	(0, 2, 1, 0)      3
	   8                      4%

	Friends/comrades
	(7, 3, 4, 9)    23
	(0, 0, 0, 2)         2
	                       0
	 25                    12%

	Other/general
	(1, 0, 3, 1)      5
	(2, 0, 2, 4)         8
	(19, 1, 7, 4)   31
	 44                    22%

	
	                     71
	                        91
	                      42
	204



*includes lovers & the betrothed.






Appendix Two: Mourning gestures and sounds in Greek literature


The tables summarize detailed descriptions of the physical and vocal actions of mourners found in Greek literature (c. 60 BCE to 200 CE). Mourning-events have been tabulated if specific references are made to (usually at least two) physical actions and sounds of mourners (for criteria of inclusion see Appendix One). Detailed descriptions of ancient mourning practices in Egyptian and Jewish culture (e.g., Diod. Sic. 1.92–3; Joseph. AJ 7.45; 7.39–44; 7.252–4) have been excluded.

The tables evaluate the frequency of certain gestures and sounds, the contexts in which these were performed and in which combinations. The tables organize the material into: prose literature – non-fiction (Table 1); prose literature – fiction (Table 2); poetry (Table 3); and a summary of gender and relationship trends (Table 4).


Note the following:
Date: The first date given is the likely publication date (or range). Centuries are divided roughly into thirds (early, mid and late). When present, the second date is for the event.
Place: This indicates where the work was likely written, and, when relevant, (beneath this) the place where the event happened.
Ritual: This indicates at what point the actions occurred. ‘Death’ denotes the moment of death or when the death was first announced. When the timing is not specified the term ‘General’ is used.
Identity: Identifies the mourner generally in terms of their relationship with the deceased.
Verbal lament: An X in bold (X) indicates the content of a lament, as opposed to only a reference to lament. In Table 1 an E indicates a reference to a eulogy. 
Shouting/Calling-out: An X in bold (X) indicates a reference specifically to the calling out of the name of the deceased.

An underlined X (X) denotes that the action was referred to as absent or unlikely to occur or a request was made by the author for it not to occur.














Table 1: Mourning gestures and sounds performed by characters recorded in Greek prose literature, non-fiction, c. 60 BCE to 200 CE.


	Reference
	Date
	Place
	Ritual
	Identity











	Collapsing 
	Chest – beaten/torn/bared
	Body/arms – beaten/bruised
	Cheeks – beaten/scratched


	Sad Face
	Tears/weeping
	Dirty/Dishevelled hair
	Loose hair
	Pulling/Tearing/cutting hair
	Tearing clothes
	Black or mourning clothes
	Silent
	Verbal lament/speech
	Lamentation/complaining
	Groaning
	Shouting/Calling-out
	Wailing/howling

	Diod. Sic. 34.17
History
	1st c. BCE / 129 BCE
	Sicily?
Antioch
	General
	Relatives (esp. women) for soldiers
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Dion. Hal. Ant. Rom. 3.21.4–5
History
	Late 1st c. BCE / 7th c. BCE
	Rome
	Death
	Sister of Horatii for betrothed
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	Dion. Hal. Ant. Rom. 4.67.2; 4.70.2
History
	Late 1st c. BCE /
510 BCE
	Rome
	Death
	Father & husband for Lucretia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	

	Dion. Hal. Ant. Rom. 4.67.2
History
	Late 1st c. BCE /
510 BCE
	Rome
	Death
	Household women for Lucretia
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Dion. Hal. Ant. Rom. 5.8.6
History
	Late 1st c. BCE / 509 BCE
	Rome
	Death
	Brutus for sons
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Dion. Hal. Ant. Rom. 5.17
History
	Late 1st c. BCE / 509 BCE
	Rome
	Death & funeral
	Crowd & consul for Brutus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	E
	
	
	
	

	Dion. Hal. Ant. Rom. 8.59–62
History
	Late 1st c. BCE / 488 BCE
	Rome
Volsci
	Funeral
	Crowd for Coriolanus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Dion. Hal. Ant. Rom. 11.39.6
History
	Late 1st c. BCE / 449 BCE
	Rome
	Funeral
	Women for young girl (Verginia)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Joseph. BJ 2.2.4–6
History
	Late 1st c. CE / 4 BCE
	Rome
Jerusalem
	After executions
	Supporters of the deceased
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Joseph. BJ 3.435–7
History
	Late 1st c. CE  / 67 CE
	Rome
Jerusalem
	Death
(believed)
	Citizens for Josephus
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Joseph. BJ 5.31–3
History
	Late 1st c. CE / 70 CE
	Rome
Jerusalem
	Death
(during siege)
	Relatives
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Plut. Alex. 30.2
Biography
	Late 1st–early 2nd c. CE / 332 BCE
	Chaeronea
Persia
	Death 
	Husband (Darius)
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Plut. Alex. 52.1–3
Biography
	Late 1st–early 2nd c. CE / 328 BCE
	Chaeronea 
Samarkand
	 Death
	Alexander for Cleitus
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	

	Plut. Pomp. 80
Biography
	Late 1st–early 2nd c. CE / 48 BCE
	Chaeronea
Egypt
	Death
/ funeral
	Mourners for Pompey
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X

	Plut. Ant. 77.3; 82.1
Biography
	Late 1st–early 2nd c. CE /
30 BCE
	Chaeronea
Alexandria
	Death
	Cleopatra for Antony 
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Plut. Oth. 17.3–4
Biography
	Late 1st–early 2nd c. CE /
69 CE
	Chaeronea
Brixellum
	Death
	Slaves, soldiers, civilians for Otho
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	Plut. Sol. 21.4–5
Biography
	Late 1st–early 2nd c CE / 6th c. BCE
	Chaeronea
Athens
	Funerals
	Female mourners
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Plut. Per. 36.5
Biography
	Late 1st–early 2nd c. CE /
430 BCE
	Chaeronea
Athens
	Funeral
	Pericles for son
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Plut. Dem. 22
Biography
	Late 1st–early 2nd c. CE / 336 BCE
	Chaeronea
Athens
	Post funeral
	Demosthenes for daughter
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Plut. Quaest. Rom. 14
Treatise
	Late 1st–early 2nd c. CE
	Chaeronea
Rome
	Funeral
	Daughters for fathers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plut. Mor. 770 F (Dialogue on love)
Treatise
	Late 1st–early 2nd c. CE / 70 CE
	Chaeronea
Germania
	Death
	Wife (Empona)
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Plut. Cons. Ux. 4
Consolation
	Late 1st–early 2nd c. CE
	Chaeronea
	General
	Mother for daughter
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	Plut. Cons. Ux. 6–7
Consolation
	Late 1st –early 2nd c. CE
	Chaeronea
	General
	Mothers for children
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	

	[Plut.] Cons. Apol. 25–6
Consolation
	Early 2nd c. CE
	Greece
	General
	General mourners
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Arr. Anab. 4.9
History
	Early 2nd c. CE / 328 BCE
	Greece
Samarkand
	Death
	Alexander for Cleitus
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	

	Arr. Anab. 7.14
History
	Early 2nd c. CE / 324 BCE
	Greece
Ecbatana
	Death
	Alexander for Hephaestion
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	App. B. Civ. 1.106.498–500
History
	Mid-2nd c. CE / 78 BCE
	Rome
	Funeral
	Roman populace for Sulla
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	E
	
	
	X
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]App. B. Civ. 2.146. 610–11
History
	Mid-2nd c. CE / 44 BCE
	Rome
	Funeral - eulogy
	Antony for Caesar
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
E
	
	
	
	

	App. Hisp. 75.316–18
History
	Mid-2nd c. CE / 139 BCE
	Rome
Spain
	Death & funeral
	Soldiers & followers of commander (Viriathus)
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Aristid. Or. 31
Oration
	Mid–late 2nd c. CE
	Smyrna
	Death & funeral
	Mourners for young man
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	E
	X
	
	X
	

	Ael. VH 7.8
Miscellany
	Late 2nd c. CE / 324 BCE
	Rome
Ecbatana
	General
	Alexander for Hephaestion
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cass. Dio 48.37.5–8
History
	Late 2nd–early 3rd c. CE / 39 BCE
	Rome
Misenum
	Death
	Sailors for fellow sailors
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Cass. Dio 56.31–43
History
	Late 2nd–early 3rd c. CE / 14 CE
	Rome
	Death & funeral
	Tiberius for Augustus
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	E
	
	
	
	

	Cass. Dio 69.10.3
History

	Late 2nd–early 3rd c. CE / 136 CE
	Rome
	Death
	Husband (Hadrian)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Cass. Dio 75.5.1–5
History
	Early 3rd c. CE / 193 CE
	Rome
	Funeral
	Attendees including senators, for Pertinax
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
E
	X
	
	X
	

	Philostr. VS 2.558
Biography
	Early 3rd c. CE / mid-2nd c. CE
	Rome
Athens
	Death
	Herodes Atticus for daughter
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Philostr. VS 2. 617
Biography 
	Early 3rd c. CE
	Rome
Thessaly
	General
	Sophist (Hippodromus) for young man
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male mourners
(Total = 16)
	
	
	
	
	3
	0
	1
	0
	0
	11
	0
	0
	2
	0
	5
	2
	5
	7
	3
	3
	0

	Female mourners
(Total = 10)
	
	
	
	
	2
	4
	0
	1
	0
	4
	0
	1
	4
	2
	2
	1
	0
	9
	0
	2
	2

	Both/unspecified
(Total = 11)
	
	
	
	
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	8
	0
	0
	1
	1
	3
	0
	5
	7
	2
	5
	3

	(Overall total = 37)
	
	
	
	
	5
	7
	1
	1
	0
	23
	0
	1
	7
	3
	8
	3
	10
	23
	5
	10
	5







Table 2: Mourning gestures and sounds performed by characters recorded in Greek prose literature, fiction, c. 60 BCE to 200 CE.

	Reference
	Date
	Place
	Ritual
	Identity











	Collapsing 
	Chest – beaten/torn/bared
	Body/arms – beaten/bruised
	Cheeks – beaten/scratched


	Sad Face
	Tears/weeping
	Dirty/Dishevelled hair
	Loose hair
	Pulling/Tearing/cutting hair
	Tearing clothes
	Black or mourning clothes
	Silent
	Verbal lament/speech
	Lamentation/complaining
	Groaning
	Shouting/Calling-out
	Wailing/howling

	Chariton 3.10
Novel
	1st c. CE / c. 400 BCE
	Aphrodisias
Miletus

	Death 
	Wife
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Chariton 4.1.8–12
Novel

	1st c. CE /
c. 400 BCE
	Aphrodisias
Miletus
	Funeral (in effigy)
	Wife
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Xen. Ephes. 3.7
Novel
	1st c. CE
	Ephesus
	Death
	Husband for new wife
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Lucian Luct. 12 & 19–20
Satire
	2nd c. CE
	Syria?
	Death
	General mourners
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Lucian Luct. 13–16
Satire
	2nd c. CE
	Syria?
	Death
	Father for son
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X

	Ach. Tat. 1.12–14
Novel
	2nd c. CE
	Alexandria
Tyre
	Death
	Male lover for man
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Ach. Tat. 1.13
Novel
	2nd c. CE
	Alexandria
Tyre
	Death
	Father for son
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Ach. Tat. 5.7.4–9
Novel
	2nd c. CE
	Alexandria
Egypt
	Death
	Male lover for woman
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Ach. Tat. 7.4–5
Novel
	2nd c. CE
	Alexandria
Ephesus
	Death
	Male lover for woman
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male mourners
(Total = 6)
	
	
	
	
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	2
	5
	3
	0
	1
	2

	Female mourners
(Total = 2)
	
	
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Both/unspecified
(Total = 1)
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1

	(Overall total = 9)
	
	
	
	
	3
	1
	1
	3
	0
	4
	2
	1
	3
	3
	0
	2
	7
	4
	0
	1
	3




Table 3: Mourning gestures and sounds performed by characters recorded in Greek poetry, c. 60 BCE to 200 CE.

	Reference










	Date
	Place
	Ritual
	Identity
	Collapsing
	Chest – beaten/torn/bared
	Body/arms – beaten/bruised
	Cheeks-beaten/scratched

	Sad Face
	Tears/weeping
	Dirty/Dishevelled hair
	Loose hair
	Pulling/Tearing/cutting hair
	Tearing clothes
	Black or mourning clothes
	Silent
	Verbal lament/speech
	Lamentation/complaining
	Groaning
	Shouting/Calling-out
	Wailing/howling

	Oppian Hal. 4.260–4
Didactic epic
	Late 2nd c. CE
	Corycus (Cilicia)?
	Funeral
	Parents for son
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	[Oppian]
Cyn.3. 214–16
Didactic epic
	Late 2nd c. CE
	?
	Death
	Mother for son
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male mourners
(Total = 0)
	
	
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Female mourners
(Total = 1)
	
	
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1

	Both/unspecified
(Total = 1)
	
	
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	(Overall total = 2)
	
	
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1







Table 4: A summary of the data on gender and relationships drawn from Tables 1–3. Note that some repeat counting is involved since the above tables occasionally include different mourners mourning the same person and some who mourn the same person in different contexts (e.g., at the deathbed and pyre), thus the figures should be treated as an approximate guide to trends.


	
	Male
	Female
	Both/unspecified
	Total

	Gender of deceased
	(25, 5, 2) 32   66%
	(8, 3, 0) 11     23%
	(4, 1, 0) 5      10%
	48

	
	
	
	
	

	Gender of mourners
	(16, 6, 0) 22   45%
	(10, 2, 1) 13   27%
	(11, 1, 1) 13  27%
	48

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Identity of Mourners
	
	
	
	

	Spousal 
	(3, 2, 0) 5
	(3, 2, 0) 5
	0
	10     21%

	Parental 
	(5, 2, 0) 7
	(2, 0, 1) 3
	(0, 0, 1) 1
	11     23%

	Children
	(1, 0, 0) 1
	(1, 0, 0) 1
	0
	2        4%

	Siblings
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Other family
	0
	(1, 0, 0) 1
	(2, 0, 0) 2
	3        6%

	Household/enslaved
	0
	(1, 0, 0) 1
	0
	1        2%

	Friends/comrades
	(5, 1, 0) 6
	0
	0
	6      13%

	Other/general
	(3, 0, 0) 3
	(2, 0, 0) 2
	(9, 1, 0) 10
	15    31%

	Total
	22
	13
	13
	48










Appendix Three: Relief sculptures depicting mourners


The table summarizes details of relief sculptures from funerary monuments (c. 60 BCE to 200 CE), which depict scenes of funeral rites and/or human figures who mourn for the dead. The scenes considered here do not include sculpted scenes with characters from myth (for these see Appendix Four).

Certain poses and gestures are counted. Some reliefs are damaged or weathered and thus some numbers (and totals) are approximate. In the ‘number of mourners’ column, a number followed by a plus sign (+) indicates the surviving number of figures, but that originally there were more. A dash (-) in the other columns reflects that the presence/absence of these postures and gestures cannot be ascertained due to loss or damage.




	N.
	References
	Date
	Context
	Description
	Ritual
	Number of mourners
	Female
	Male
	Standing
	Sitting
	Thinker pose
	Knees clasped/touched
	Head covered
	Hair loose
	Hands to head
	Arms raised/reaching out
	Beating breast
	Chest exposed

	1
	Amiternum relief

Figs 5, 8

Franchi 1963–4; Bodel 1999: 264–5; Hughes 2005.
	Mid 1st c. BCE
	Panel from tomb

165 x 71.5 x 40 cm

Amiternum (L’Aquila), Italy
	Funeral procession, with a bier carried by eight pall-bearers, with seven musicians to the front. Two female mourners are at the head-end of the bier, with other participants, at different levels, behind. The bier supports a couch with double mattress, with the deceased’s head supported by his arm and elbow. A decorated canopy and helmet are behind the reclined corpse.
	Funeral of adult male
	27
	8
	19
	27
	0
	1
	0
	0
	6
	1
	2
	0
	0

	2
	Tiberius Claudius Dionysius

Museo Gregoriano Profano Inv. N.9830;
CIL 6, 15004; Sinn 1991: n.10. 
	Mid– late 1st c. CE
	Panel from tomb 

Epitaph: Claudia Prepontis for herself and her patron.

89 x 62 cm 

Rome
	A male figure reclines on a couch, with his head inclined downwards and eyes closed. To his right a female figure sits on the couch, looking downwards, supporting her chin with her left hand. A small dog, between the figures, jumps up at the couch. 
	Death-bed/ corpse- display of 
adult male
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	3
	Octavia Exorata

Fig. 6

Museo Maffeiano, Verona, Inv. N.28286; CIL 5, 3686.

	Late 1st c. CE
	Fragment from a stele 

Epitaph: labels beneath figures; name of the deceased; remainder lost.

Weathered

98 x 98 cm

Verona 
	A figure reclined on a couch is supported by cushions. A male figure sits on the couch. Two seated figures flank the couch. At least two further figures stand at each end of the couch.

	Death-bed/ corpse- display of female youth
	6
	3?
	3
	3
	3
	0
	2
	-
	-
	0
	2
	0
	0

	4
	Haterii relief

Figs 2, 12, 20

Museo Gregorio Profano

Sinn and Freyberger 1996; Bodel 1999: 266–8; Trimble 2018.
	Early 2nd c. CE
	One of several sculpted panels from a tomb

76 x 94 x 80 cm

Rome, Via Labicana

	The corpse lies on a couch with a double mattress. Swags of fabric, garlands, candelabra and incense-burners adorn the space. Behind the couch are three figures, with the male figure holding a garland. In front of the couch are four figures shown in profile with hands to their chests. At the foot-end is a seated female pipe-player with a standing female figure to her left. At the head-end are four crouching diminutive figures.
	Corpse- display of adult female
	13
	9
	4
	9
	4
	0
	3
	4
	6
	0
	0
	6
	0

	5
	Florence

Galleria degli Uffizi, Inv. N. 381; ASR I, 4: n. 47; Huskinson 1996: n. 1.8.
	Early/
mid 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

Sculpted front panel

30 x 87 x 29 cm

	A figure reclines on a highbacked couch. There is a box under the couch. At the head-end is a standing male figure and a woman seated on a stool. At the foot-end is standing female figure and a woman seated in a highbacked chair. Winged erotes, with downturned torches, flank the scene.
	Corpse display of female youth

	4
	3
	1
	2
	2
	3
	1
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0

	6
	Agrigento

Fig. 10

Valbruzzi 1991; ASR I, 4: n. 2; Huskinson 1996: n. 1.1.
	Early–mid 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

Sculpted front panel with biographical narration

39 x 90 x 41 cm

Agrigento, Sicily
	The right section of the front panel depicts a child laid-out on a highbacked couch. Beneath the couch is a low box. A woman sits at the head-end, a man at the foot-end, both in highbacked chairs. The woman has a small naked boy leaning at her knee. A further seven figures stand behind the couch and to the sides of the chairs, including a nutrix who touches the dead child’s chin.
	Corpse display of male youth

	10
	5
	5
	8
	2
	2
	0
	3
	1
	1
	2
	1
	0

	7
	P. Aelius Trofimus

Prado, Madrid, Inv. N.353; CIL 6, 10803; Sinn 1987: n. 555. 
	Early–mid 2nd c. CE
	Round cinerary urn

Décor beneath and to sides of epitaph

Epitaph: set up by daughter to father.

29 x 34 cm

Rome
	A cupid lies beneath the epitaph. The epitaph is flanked by seated figures, a woman to the left in a highbacked chair, and a man to the right on a folding stool. The backdrop to the figures is blockwork. A strigillated design covers the rest of the urn.
	Mourners at tomb (?) of
adult male
	2
	1
	1
	0
	2
	1
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	8
	C. Aemilius Felix

Fig. 17

Villa Doria Pamphili.
 
CIL 6, 11074; Sinn 1987: n. 632.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Round cinerary urn

Décor underneath & to the sides of epitaph

Epitaph: set up by wife and freedman of deceased.

28 x 30 cm

Rome
	Beneath the epitaph is a small highbacked couch with reclined male figure. The epitaph is flanked by large seated figures, a woman in a highbacked chair at the foot-end, and a man on a folding stool at the head-end. Adjacent to the seated man, a male figure leans towards the epitaph, while a female figure stands to the rear of the woman’s chair. Backdrop of fabric drapes. The rear of the urn has a strigillated design.
	Corpse-display of
adult male
	4
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	0
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1

	9
	Crepereia Tryphaena

Centrale Montemartini, Inv. N. 459; ASR I, 4: n. 194. 
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

Strigillated design with sculpted end panel

42 x 195 x 58 cm

Rome, Palace of Justice
	A female figure reclines on a highbacked couch, supported by pillows, looking down and away. A woman sits upon the couch at the foot-end. A standing male figure leans upon the couch at the head-end. Fabric is draped above the couch.

	Deathbed or corpse-display of
female youth
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	10
	British Museum

Fig. 7

Inv. N. 1805, 0703, 144; Walker 1990: n. 6; ASR I, 4: n. 60; Huskinson 1996: n. 1.11.
	Mid- 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus with lid

Sculpted front panel

46 x 105 x 40 cm

Rome 
	The central female figure is reclined on a highbacked couch. A low stool, with slippers, and a dog are beneath the couch. Seated figures flank the couch: a woman in a highbacked chair at the foot-end; a man on a stool at the head-end. A further eight figures stand behind and around the couch.
	Corpse-display of
female youth
	10
	6
	4
	8
	2
	3
	1
	2
	4
	3
	2
	1
	2

	11
	Paris

Figs 9, 15

Musée de Cluny Inv. N.18838; ASR I, 4: n. 121; Huskinson 1996: n. 1.19.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Front panel from a sarcophagus

33 x 82 x 7 cm

Paris
	A central male (?) figure is reclined on a highbacked couch. The couch is flanked by seated figures in highbacked chairs, with their feet on low-stools, a woman at the foot-end, a man at the head-end A further five figures stand to the sides and back of the couch, with one figure to the rear of the woman’s chair.
	Corpse-display of male youth
	8
	5
	3
	6
	2
	2
	1
	0
	5
	2
	1
	0
	0

	12
	Ostia

Ostia Scavi Inv. N. 1170;
ASR I, 4: n. 107; Huskinson 1996: n. 1.17.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

Sculpted front panel with biographical narrative

Badly damaged

48 x 175 x 52 cm

Ostia
	The couch is lost except for the lower legs. A footstool for slippers is beneath the couch. To the left is the lower part of a folding stool and seated figure; to the right the lower part of highbacked chair with a seated figure.
	Corpse-display
	2+
	-
	-
	-
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	13
	Rome – lost

ASR I, 4:  n. 227.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

Biographical narrative on front panel

Lost

Rome
	To the right hand-side of the panel, a male figure reclined on a highbacked couch (slippers beneath), flanked by two female standing figures. To the left four musicians (possibly part of the funeral rites).

	Corpse-display of male youth
	2
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0

	14
	Rome – lost

ASR I, 4: n. 303.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

Sculpted front panel

Lost

Rome
	A male figure reclined on a central highbacked couch, beneath were a dog, and slippers on a low stool. Seated figures in highbacked chairs flanked the couch; a woman at the head-end; a man at the foot-end. Four figures stood behind the couch and chairs. The scene was flanked by erotes holding downturned torches.
	Corpse-display of
male youth
	6
	5
	1
	4
	2
	2
	0
	2
	1
	3
	1
	0
	0

	15
	Florence – fragment

Uffizi Inv. N. 442; 
ASR I, 4: n. 48.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Fragment from sarcophagus

24 x 25.5 cm
	The foot-end of a highbacked couch survives, with two adjacent standing figures.
	Corpse-display
	2+
	1
	1
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	1
	-
	-
	-

	16
	Grottaferrata 

Museo dell’Abbazia

ASR I, 4: n. 52.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Fragment from sarcophagus
	Head-end of couch with a reclined woman propped up with cushions. Adjacent a seated female figure in a highbacked chair.
	Corpse-display of
adult female
	1+
	1
	-
	-
	1
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	17
	Rome – fragment

Private collection

ASR I, 4: n. 225.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Fragment from sarcophagus

Rome
	The head-end legs of a couch and four adjacent figures survive. One man sits on a stool, the other three stand. 
	Corpse-display
	4+
	-
	4
	3
	1
	1
	1
	1
	-
	1
	1
	-
	2

	18
	Berlin

Fig. 11

Berlin,
Staatliche Museen, Inv. N.SK839;
ASR I, 4: n. 25.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Fragment from sarcophagus

Restored to the left of a diagonal break

37 x 58 x 5.5 cm

Rome
	Remains of highbacked chair and seated (likely female) figure. Two women stand to the rear of the chair.
	Corpse-display
	3+
	3
	-
	2
	1
	-
	-
	-
	2
	1
	-
	2
	2

	19
	Copenhagen

Fig. 13

Copenhagen, 
National Museum Inv. N.2226; ASR I, 4: n. 56.
	Mid– late 2nd c. CE
	Fragment from sarcophagus

30 x 69 x 7 cm

	Reclined male figure. The lower parts and end of the couch are lost. Two female figures are behind the couch at the head-end; the arm of one more figure is visible at the rear of the foot-end of the couch. 
	Corpse-display of male adult
	2+
	2
	-
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2
	1
	1
	-
	1

	20
	Rome –Torlonia

Fig. 19

Rome, Museo Torlonia Inv. N.414: ASR I, 4: n. 198; Huskinson 1996: n. 1.31.
	Late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

Front panel with biographical narrative

157 x 36 cm

Rome, Via Portuense
	The central scene shows a male figure reclined on a couch flanked by seated figures, a man at the foot-end and a woman at the head-end. Three figures stand behind the couch.
	Corpse-display of male youth
	5
	3
	2
	3
	2
	1
	0
	2
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1

	21
	Private collection

ASR I, 4: n. 65
	Late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

Front panel with biographical narrative

33 x 104 cm

Rome, Via Appia
	Reclined male figure on highbacked couch, with cloth draped over the front of the couch. Seated figures in highbacked chairs flank the couch, a woman at the head-end and a man at the foot-end. A figure stands at the rear of each chair, and two further figures are positioned behind the couch with only their heads and raised hands visible.
	Corpse-display of male youth
	6
	4
	2
	4
	2
	3
	0
	2
	3
	0
	3
	0
	1

	22
	Iulia Eleutherides

Fig. 4

Rome, Museo Nazionale, Inv. N.34048; CIL 6, 6639; Sinn 1987: n. 688.
	Late 2nd c. CE
	Cinerary urn with
inscribed gabled lid

Epitaph: set up by an Imperial slave to his female owner.

Urn: 25 x 37.5 x 19.5 cm

Rome, near Porta Maggiore
	A male figure laid-out on a couch, flanked by seated figures in highbacked chairs, a woman at the head-end, and a man at the foot-end. Four figures stand behind the couch, including a nutrix who touches the dead child’s chin. A dog sits beneath the couch and swags of fabric are visible behind the chairs. [On the right side of the urn is a child sat on a stool before a small round funerary monument.]
	Corpse-display of male
youth
	6
	3
	3
	4
	2
	2
	0
	2
	1
	2
	1
	0
	0

	23
	Paris - Louvre

Figs 14, 16

Louvre Inv. Ma 319; ASR I, 4: n. 115; Huskinson 1996: n. 1.21.
	Late 2nd/ early 3rd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

Front panel with biographical narrative

38 x 157 x 7 cm

Rome
	The central scene shows a male figure reclined on a highbacked couch. Beneath the couch are a bowl, and a low stool for slippers. The couch is flanked by seated mourners in highbacked chairs, a woman at the foot-end and a man at the head-end. A further nine figures stand either behind the couch or to the rear and sides of the chairs.
	Corpse-display of male youth
	11
	7
	4
	9
	2
	4
	0
	3
	2
	1
	3
	0
	1

	24
	Rome - Vatican 

ASR VI, 2.1: n. 158; Toynbee and Ward Perkins 1956: 88–9;
Huskinson 1996: n. 9.7.
	Late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus, with damaged lid


Epitaph: only age (6 months 10 days) survives.

34 x 113 x 45 cm

Rome, Vatican cemetery
	Cupids with garlands adorn the front. On the left side panel a bearded male figure sits on a stool; on the right side panel a female figure sits on a wicker stool. It is possible that the lid originally had an image of the child reclining on a kline, and the remainder of the epitaph.
	Paired mourners for baby
	2
	1
	1
	0
	2
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	13 males
6 females
5 unknown

	139+
	76

55%
	61

44%
	101

73%
	38

27%
	32

23%
	12

9%

	28

20%
	38

50% *
	20

14%
	20

14%
	10

7%
	11

8%




*50% of females had loosened hair (38/76). Note 24% of females (18/76) had the head covered.
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Appendix Four: Mourning themes on mythological sarcophagi


Table 1 provides an overview of sarcophagi decorated with scenes from myth which incorporate figures who are represented as mourning, primarily at deathbeds or over dying and dead bodies. Scenes which have erotes or cupids as mourners have not been included. The number of scenes listed is 99. The scenes provide many overlaps with the bodily gestures and positionings found in the images tabulated in Appendix Three. However, there are notable differences which include: the absence of seated mourners flanking a deathbed couch (though one figure may sit at, or perch on, the foot-end); hands are not held at the chest as if beating; there is more direct touching of the dead/dying; more use of seated figures (mainly singly) in the ‘thinker-pose’ in contexts other than the deathbed (e.g., at the tomb); and a few examples where faces are covered by clothes/hands as if wiping away or concealing tears. 

Table 2 explores certain gestures and postures found in deathbed scenes for Alcestis, Meleager and Patroclus. 





Table 1: A summary of the main mythological sarcophagi types which depict figures mourning for the dead and dying.

	Theme
	Date
	Description
	Examples

	Actaeon

Zanker and Ewald 2004: 295–8.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	The end panel of a sarcophagus held at the Louvre shows two female figures with Actaeon’s corpse. Both women have loosened hair. One holds the arm of the deceased while pulling at her hair with her right hand, her breast is exposed.
	ASR XII, 1: n. 71

	Adonis

Koortbojian 1995: 23-62
Zanker and Ewald 2004: 298-305.
	Mid- to late 2nd c. CE
	Several sarcophagi show the wounded or dying Adonis surrounded by others – usually fellow huntsman – some of whom may look down or appear to weep. Aphrodite may also be shown rushing towards the injured Adonis or subsequently holding him or cradling his chin.
	ASR XII, 1: n. 43, 45, 46, 47, 48, 53, 55, 61.

	Alcestis

Wood 1978; Zanker and Ewald 2004: 306–10; Newby 2011: 194–200
	Mid- to late 2nd c. CE
	Often the central scene in Alcestis sarcophagi is Alcestis’ deathbed, surrounded by five or six figures. A bearded figure (perhaps Admetus or Alcestis’ paedagogus), at the foot of the couch, may stretch out his arm, holding her hand. The children are at the front base of the couch – a boy looking down while supporting his head with his right hand, while the girl usually stretches out her arms towards her mother. Female figures often stand behind the couch – towards the head-end – sometimes with loosened hair which may be pulled.
	ASR XII, 1: n. 75, 76, 77, 78, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86.

	Creusa

Gessert 2004;
Zanker and Ewald 2004: 353–9; Buchanan 2012.
	Mid- to late 2nd c. CE
	Often the middle scene of Medea sarcophagi is an image of Creusa in the throes of death. Figures (usually two or three) may gaze on in horror; most notably Creon to the left, who leans towards his daughter, frequently with his hands to his head, grasping his hair. Female figures, behind or adjacent to Creusa may also have their hands to their heads.
	Gaggadis-Robin 1994: n. 2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 15, 20, 21, 22, 24.
Note also Sinn 1987: n. 635.

	Hector/Amazons

Zanker and Ewald 2004: 69–70.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	The Amazons are sometimes shown mourning for Hector. On an example now held in Palermo (ASR XII 1: n. 88), Andromache sits with head covered, resting the urn of Hector upon her lap. Astyanax stands in front of his mother touching her head. Five female figures (two to the right with heads covered) stand around Andromache looking downwards towards the urn.
	ASR XII, 1: n. 88, 89, 92.

	Hector/Achilles
	Mid- to late 2nd c. CE
	On a few Achilles sarcophagi, the body of Hector is carried home. Some of those transporting the body or adjacent to it express loss. In an example held at the Louvre (ASR XII 1: n. 40), helmeted men stand behind the naked corpse, while three women (with loose hair) to the right rush towards it, one (Andromache) with her arms outstretched. Behind them stand a woman looking in the opposite direction with her arms slightly raised. Next to her are two women huddled together, touching the boy Astyanax who holds his right hand to his head.
	ASR XII, 1: n. 34, 36, 40.

	Iliupersis

Sichtermann and Koch 1975: 154–6; Zanker and Ewald 2004: 350–3.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	On one example now held in Mantua, a sarcophagus end-panel depicts Andromache mourning for Troy. She sits on a rocky outcrop, her left hand resting at her knee, her right hand supporting her chin. Three standing figures surround her. The two to the left have their hands to their faces; the figure to the right (perhaps a nurse or Hecuba) faces Andromache’s back and has her hands slightly raised.
	Sichtermann and Koch 1975: n. 32.

	Meleager (carried home)

Zanker and Ewald 2004: 366–9.
	Mid- to late 2nd c. CE
	The dead and naked corpse of Meleager is depicted being carried home on a number of sarcophagi. Most of the surrounding male figures transport the body. Additional figures (usually to the right) may represent the family of the deceased rushing to meet the corpse.
	ASR XII, 6: n. 8, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 88, 89, 91, 92, 93, 95, 96, 98, 99, 101, 102, 103, 109, 110, 201.

	Meleager (deathbed)

Zanker and Ewald 2004: 364–6; Lorenz 2011.
	Mid- to late 2nd c. CE
	Meleager can be shown on his deathbed with figures (ranging from four to five) crowded round the couch. Atlanta also may be shown slightly removed from the scene, sitting supporting her head, or sometimes standing with her back to the scene. A male bearded figure is usually at the foot-end of the couch and may represent a paedagogus or Meleager’s father. A female figure who rushes forward from the left with arms stretched out behind her back is perhaps intended to be Althea. The other female figures may be the sisters of Meleager, but this is uncertain. One of these figures often cradles Meleager’s head and touches his mouth, with an adjacent female with her hands pulling at her hair. A helmet and sword are usually located at the base of the couch.
	ASR XII, 6: n. 112, 113, 114, 116, 117, 119, 120, 121, 122.

	Orestes
	Later 2nd c. CE
	A small number of Taurian cycle Orestes sarcophagi, show Orestes and Pylades mourning their fate. In an example from Ostia (Bielfeldt 2005: II.13), the pair are at the centre of the narrative. Orestes sits with bowed head covered, supporting his head with his right arm and head. Pylades stands before him, head bowed, legs crossed with his right arm to his head.
	Bielfeldt 2005: II. n. 13, 14, 16, 17.

	Patroclus

Zanker and Ewald 2004: 287–91. 
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	On a few Achilles sarcophagi, Achilles mourns over Patroclus. The laid-out body of Patroclus is most often tended by three figures. A woman (perhaps Briseis) who holds the covers for the corpse and stretches out her other arm beyond Patroclus’ head. A man sat on or close to the couch, with head inclined down, taken to be Achilles; and a third, naked male, pouring water from a jug into a bowl. A helmet and sword may be positioned near the couch. The Pianabella sarcophagus (ASR XII, 1: n. 27) has an additional female mourner, and two male figures at the head-end of the couch who have their hands to their bowed heads, the one nearest the couch, uses the folds of his clothes to conceal his face. 
	ASR XII, 1: n. 27; ASR IX, 1: n. 1, 7, 12. 

	Pelops

Zanker and Ewald 2004: 381.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Two figures to the far left of a chariot race scene, react to the fallen body of Oenomanus, one with hands raised the other turning and looking away.
	Huskinson 1996: n 2.23.

	Phaeton

Zanker and Ewald 2004: 390–2.
	Mid- to late 2nd c. CE
	The fall of Phaeton is sometimes accompanied by figures in mourning poses such as a shocked paedagogus, and the sisters of the deceased on the ground. In an example held in Copenhagen (ASR III, 3: n. 336) Helios is also shown seated, his head supported by his right hand as he receives the news of his son’s death. 
	ASR III, 3: n. 336, 337, 338, 340, 342, 343, 344, 345.

	Protesilaus

Zanker and Ewald 2004: 392–6.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Just off centre, following a scene of being reunited, Laodamia reclines on a couch. Protesilaus perches at the end of the couch, with legs crossed, turning his head away from his wife’s suffering. He supports his head with his right arm and hand.
	Sichtermann and Koch 1975: n. 69.

	Mourners at the tomb
	Mid- to late 2nd c. CE
	A few sarcophagi have mourners adjacent to tombs. On a Niobe sarcophagus (ASR III, 3: n. 315) side panel a woman sits, with head covered and legs crossed, outside a mausoleum. A male standing figure (perhaps a shepherd) watches her.  Such scenes are, however, most often associated with Meleager sarcophagi, with the sisters of Meleager famed for their mourning transformation into guineafowl. Some of the reliefs have a bird flying over the tomb (ASR XII, 6: n. 74, 118, 119). On Meleager sarcophagi the tomb-side mourners generally appear female and are heavily draped. They can occur singly - and if so sit (ASR XII, 6: n. 73, 74 126) – or in pairs either both seated (ASR XII, 6: n. 112) in a ‘thinker-style’ pose, or with one mourner stood (ASR XII, 6: n. 118, 119) or both standing (ASR XII, 6: n. 21, 81).
	ASR III, 3: n. 315; ASR XII, 6: n. 21, 73, 74, 81, 112, 118, 119, 126.


















Table 2: An analysis of deathbed scenes for Alcestis, Meleager and Patroclus. Note, some reliefs are damaged or weathered and thus some numbers (and totals) are approximate. In the ‘number of mourners’ column, a number followed by a plus sign (+) indicates the surviving number of figures, but that originally there were more. A dash (-) in the other columns reflects that the presence/absence of these postures and gestures cannot be ascertained due to loss or damage.

	N.
	Reference
	Date
	Context
	Description
	Ritual
	Number of Mourners
	Female
	Male
	Standing
	Sitting
	Thinker-pose
	Knees clasped/touched
	Head covered
	Hair loose
	Hands to head
	Arms raised/reaching-out
	Beating breast
	Breast exposed

	1
	ASR XII, 1: n. 75

St Aignan Chateau

Mucznik 1996.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus.
Lid partially preserved with inscription in Greek

For Ulpia Cyrilla, aged 22 years and 5 months. Set up by her mother

218 x 47 x 92 cm

Rome

	The central scene of the front panel shows Alcestis on her deathbed. A bearded figure at the foot-end of the couch grasps her left hand. A female figure to his rear holds Alcestis’ right hand. At the base of the couch are two children, a girl kneeling with her arms outstretched and a boy supporting his head. At the head-end of the couch stands a woman pulling her hair.
	Deathbed-Alcestis
	5
	3
	2
	4
	1
	1
	1
	0
	3
	2
	2
	0
	1

	2
	ASR XII, 1: n. 76

Vatican Museum, Inv.1195; Wood 1978.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus with inscribed lid

Caius Iulius Euhodus for himself and his wife Metilia Acte (priestess of Magna Mater)

210 x 79 x 92 cm

Ostia
	A central scene shows Alcestis propped up on her deathbed (with portrait features of Metilia Acte). Admetus approaches and stretches out his arms touching his wife. A bearded figure to his rear, may represent the father of the deceased. Two female figures with arms slightly raised stand behind the couch, and two children stand at the base of the couch, a boy supporting his head, and a girl reaching for her mother.
	Deathbed-Alcestis
	6
	3
	3
	6
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	4
	0
	0

	3
	ASR XII, 1: n. 77

Villa Albani Inv. 140.
	Late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus – front panel

196 x 61 cm

Rome
	Slightly to the right of the front panel is the dying Alcestis surrounded by five figures. Admetus (?) at the foot-end of the couch holds his wife’s hand; beside him a nurse (in head scarf) looks down at Alcestis, and at the head-end of the couch a woman clasps her hair with her right hand. Two children are at the base of the couch, one supporting his head, the other reaching out.
	Deathbed-Alcestis
	5
	3
	2
	5
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	2
	0
	0

	4
	ASR XII, 1: n. 78

Lost
	Late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus fragment

Lost

Rome
	A female with hair loose which is being grasped by her right-hand. The rest of the scene does not survive.
	Deathbed-Alcestis (?)
	1+
	1
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	1
	-
	-
	-

	5
	ASR XII, 1: n. 82

Cannes – missing
	Late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

220 x 56 x 62 cm

Weathered

Rome
	The deathbed scene lies at the middle of the front panel. At the base of the couch only the outlines of the children survive. A male figure stands at the foot-end of the couch. Three female figures are to the rear of the couch, the one nearest the head-end pulls at her hair.
	Deathbed- Alcestis
	6
	4
	2
	6
	0
	1
	0
	0
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0

	6
	ASR XII, 1: n. 83

Florence – lost

	2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus fragment

Lost

Rome
	The fragment was of the torso of Alcestis, with the upper body of a female child with arms stretching towards her mother.
	Deathbed-Alcestis
	1+
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-

	7
	ASR XII, 1: n. 84

Rome - lost
	2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus fragment

Lost

Rome
	Fragment showing the lower part of the couch with the upper bodies of the children surviving. The girl had arms outstretched, and the boy supported his head.
	Deathbed-Alcestis
	2+
	1
	1
	2
	0
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-

	8
	ASR XII, 1: n. 85

Rome – missing
	2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus fragment

76 x 74 cm

Weathered

Rome
	The deathbed scene survives but is badly weathered. Two bearded men are at the foot-end of the couch, and the children are at the base. Two women are behind the couch towards the head-end.
	Deathbed- Alcestis
	6
	3
	3
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	2
	0
	0

	9
	ASR XII, 1: n. 86

Genoa
	Late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

200 x 37 x 66 cm
	Towards the right of the front panel is Alcestis on her deathbed. A bearded figure at the foot-end of the couch holds Alcestis’ hand. A female figure behind the couch raises her arms. Two further females – with hair loose are at the head-end of the couch. The children are visible at the base of the couch but are badly damaged, although the dangling arm of Alcestis touches the girl.
	Deathbed-Alcestis
	6
	3
	3
	6
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0

	10
	ASR XII, 6: n. 112

Ostia Inv. 101.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

137 x 40 x 36 cm

Ostia
	The central scene shows Meleager with his upper body raised, on a couch. To the left an old woman enters with her right arms extended behind her body, and with clothing slipping. At the foot of the couch is a bearded male figure. A woman adjacent to him, and behind the couch, has loose hair and a hand to her face. A second woman with loose hair holds Meleager’s head. [To the left of the deathbed scene, two heavily draped mourners sit beside a tomb]
	Deathbed-Meleager
	4
	3
	1
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	1
	1
	0
	1

	11
	ASR XII, 6: n. 113

Louvre MA 654.1807.
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus fragment

38 x 55 cm

Restored

Rome

	A section of the deathbed scene survives. The upper body of Meleager is tended by a woman, with loose hair, who supports his head, and has her right hand to his mouth. Atlanta sits with her back to the couch.
	Deathbed-Meleager
	2+
	2
	-
	1
	1
	1
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-

	12
	ASR XII, 6: n. 114

Rome, Villa Albani
	Mid- to late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

Lost

Rome
	To the right of the front panel was Meleager on his deathbed. A female entered at the left with arms outstretched behind her body. A bent bearded figure with a staff was at the foot-end of the couch. Two female figures were behind the couch, one with her hand to her head, the other holding Meleager’s head. A further woman stood at the head-end of the couch, with a seated Atlanta, with her back to the scene, beyond.
	Deathbed-Meleager
	6
	5
	1
	5
	1
	1
	0
	0
	4
	2
	2
	0
	0

	13
	ASR XII, 6: n. 116

Louvre, MA 539.


Fig. 3
	Late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

205 x 74 x 98 cm

Rome
	To the right hand side of the panel, Meleager lies on his deathbed. At the foot-end of the couch Atlanta sits with her right arm and hand supporting her head. Two female figures lean in towards the body with their left arms thrown out behind, with the one nearest to the couch pulling at her loosened hair with her right hand. A male bearded figure perches on the couch. The head of Meleager is held by a woman with loosened hair.
	Deathbed-Meleager
	5
	4
	1
	3
	2
	1
	0
	0
	3
	1
	2
	0
	0

	14
	ASR XII, 6: n. 117

Milan – private collection
	Mid- to late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus front panel

220 x 65 cm

Rome
	The deathbed scene is towards the left of the panel, though with Meleager’s head near the centre. Atlanta sits at the left, head buried in her hand. Adjacent a female figure moves toward the couch with arms outstretched behind her body. A bearded figure stands at the foot-end of the couch, and a female figure behind with her left hand pulling at her hair. A second woman also with loose hair cradles Meleager’s head. At the head-end of the couch stands an almost naked man looking down at the body.
	Deathbed- Meleager
	6
	4
	2
	5
	1
	1
	0
	0
	3
	1
	2
	0
	1

	15
	ASR XII, 6: n. 119

Rome – lost
	Mid- to late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus front panel

Lost – with damage when recorded

Rome
	Meleager was on a couch towards the right of the panel. Atlanta was sat to the left and four (usual) figures were around the couch. Unusually a fifth figure was sat at the head-end of the couch. [To the left of the panel, one standing figure and a second heavily draped figure (sat on the ground) were at a garlanded tomb, with a bird flying overhead]
	Deathbed-Meleager
	6
	4
	2
	4
	2
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0

	16
	ASR XII, 6: n. 120

Capitoline Museum
	Late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus front panel

195 x 38 cm

Rome
	To the left of the panel Atlanta sits with her right arm raised to her head. Next to her a figure with arms thrown back rushes towards the couch, with a male bearded figure stood at the foot-end. An adjacent female figure pulls at her hair, while another woman cradles the head of Meleager.
	Deathbed-Meleager
	5
	4
	1
	4
	1
	1
	0
	0
	3
	1
	2
	0
	1

	17
	ASR XII, 6: n. 121

Vatican
	Late 2nd c. CE/ early 3rd c. CE
	Sarcophagus front panel

206 x 47 cm

Rome
	Towards the right of the relief is the deathbed scene. A female figure approaches from the left and a bearded male figure is at the foot-end of the couch. Three female figures are behind the couch, the one in the middle raising the fabric covering Meleager’s body to her face, and another touching his head (but not his mouth). 
	Deathbed- Meleager
	5
	4
	1
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	1
	1
	0
	0

	18
	ASR XII, 6: n. 122

Wilton House, Wiltshire

Stewart 2020: n. 118.
	Late 2nd c. CE/ early 3rd c. CE
	Sarcophagus front panel

215 x 65 cm

Rome
	To the right of the relief, Meleager lies on a couch. A male figure leans over him, supporting the dying man’s head. Three figures are at the foot-end of the couch. A woman holds her clothes to her face, and behind her is another woman with arms thrown back and hair loose, while a bearded male figure, touches Meleager. To the right a female figure with her back to the scene and head bowed is likely Atlanta.
	Deathbed- Meleager
	5
	3
	2
	5
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	2
	0
	0

	19
	ASR XII, 1: n. 27

Ostia Iv. N. 43504.

Fig. 18
	Mid-2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus


Pianabella, Ostia
	To the right hand side of the panel is the laid-out body of Patroclus. Seven figures are with the body. Two women are closest to the deceased and wear their hair down. The woman nearest the corpse stretches her arm beyond it. A second older woman has her right arm slightly raised, palm forward, and her left breast exposed. Two male figures at the head-end of the couch have their hands to their bowed heads, the one nearest the couch, uses the folds of his clothes to conceal his face. One figure (Achilles) sits at the foot-end of the couch, with head bowed, arms resting between his knees. An adjacent figure pours water from a jug into a bowl, and beyond him stands another male figure with his left hand to his face.
	Laying-out of Patroclus
	7
	2
	5
	6
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2
	2
	0
	1

	20
	ASR IX, 1: n. 1

Adana, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 3843.
	Early 3rd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

235 x 110 x 98 cm

Tarsus
	On the end panel of the sarcophagus is the dead-body of Patroclus placed on a couch. A female figure lifts the material that covers the body with her left hand, while her right arm extends beyond the head of the deceased. A male figure (Achilles) sits on the end of the couch, while a naked male stands pouring water from a jug into a bowl.
	Laying-out of Patroclus
	3
	1
	2
	2
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0

	21
	ASR IX, 1: n. 7

Beirut National Museum, Inv. 954/955.
	Late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

Necropolis of Tyros
	On the end panel of the sarcophagus is the dead-body of Patroclus placed on a couch. A female figure lifts the material that covers the body with her left hand, while her right arm extends beyond the head of the deceased. A male figure (Achilles) sits on the end of the couch, while a naked male stands pouring water from a jug into a bowl.
	Laying-out of Patroclus
	3
	1
	2
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0

	22
	ASR IX, 1: n. 12

Ioannina Archaeological Museum Inv. 6176.
	Late 2nd c. CE
	Sarcophagus

Ladochorion
	On the end panel of the sarcophagus is the dead-body of Patroclus placed on a couch. A female figure lifts the material that covers the body with her left hand, while her right arm extends beyond the head of the deceased. A male figure (Achilles) sits at the end of the couch. 
	Laying-out of Patroclus
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
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*63% of female mourning figures have loose hair.
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