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OCR Anthology for Classical Greek AS & A-Level 2026-2028: Sophocles’ Electra
Student activities
Activity 1
Listen to the ‘In Our Time’ episode on Aristotle’s Poetics: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00xw210
Consider:
How far does Sophocles’ Electra align with Aristotle’s definitions of Greek tragedy?

Activity 2
Read the Tutor’s speech carefully (in English, if you haven’t translated it yet). Create one of the following to help you remember the narrative of the chariot race:
· A storyboard
· A video
· A newspaper article
· A sport’s commentary (either written or recorded)

Activity 3
Read Clytemnestra’s prayers to Apollo in the play. Write down the inner dialogue of Clytemnestra’s ‘secret prayer’ which she refuses to speak out loud.

Activity 4
Remember that Pylades is a silent witness to all the events which occur. Write a set of diary entries for Pylades, considering his feelings on the events as they unfold.

Activity 5
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you have enough members of your class, it would be a worthwhile activity acting out some (or all!) scenes in the play – you shouldn’t need more than four people (three actors and a ‘Chorus’). If you feel really confident, you could act out the prescribed text in Greek as well! The activity of acting out these scenes will help you remember them and learn the plot, as well as to consider the play as a dramatic production.

Activity 6
Consider who would be your perfect cast for a modern production of Sophocles’ Electra. Who would you cast in which roles? Justify why you have chosen a particular actor and why you think that would do well at portraying the character.
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