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Study questions
Question 1
How does Sophocles evoke the audience’s pity for Electra? Consider what has happened to her, her own words, and the events of the play.

Question 2
“A villain who deserves no pity at all.” Consider whether you agree with this assessment of Clytemnestra in Sophocles’ Electra. You may like to think about how others talk of her, her own words and actions, and the way in which she dies.

Question 3
Who do you think wins the agon between Electra and Clytemnestra? Consider their arguments, the words of the Chorus, and the possible interpretations by the audience.

Question 4
“The Paedogogus is the most reasonable character in Sophocles’ Electra.” Would you agree with this assessment? Consider what the Paedogogus says, what is said about him, and his instructions to Orestes and Pylades.

Question 5
What would you say is the purpose of the character of Chrysothemis in Sophocles’ Electra? Consider the following: she only interacts onstage with Electra and the Chorus, not Clytemnestra, Orestes or Aegisthus; Aeschylus and Euripides do not include the character of Chrysothemis in their plays at all; and she is uninvolved in the murder of Chrysothemis and Aegisthus.

Question 6
“Although it is clear that Clytemnestra’s children hate Aegisthus, he is surprisingly charismatic when he appears.” How is Aegisthus presented by other characters in the play and how does this compare with Sophocles’ characterisation of him onstage?

Question 7
“Electra is by far the strongest sibling of the children of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra.” How far do you agree with this assessment of Sophocles’ Electra? Consider the three children: Electra, Chrysothemis, and Orestes.

Question 8
How much do the presence and words of the Chorus add to Sophocles’ Electra? Consider the character of the Chorus, what they say, and the spectacle of a theatrical Chorus.

Question 9
In your opinion, what lessons does this play teach about justice?

Question 10
In your opinion, what lessons does this play teach about revenge?

Question 11
“Electra represents resentment; Chrysothemis represents acceptance.” Which of these does Sophocles seem to endorse, and do you agree?

Question 12
What lessons do you think Sophocles was hoping an Ancient Athenian audience would take from his production of Electra?
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