STUDY QUESTIONS ON LUCRETIUS
1. Compare and contrast two translations of the opening of this poem, choosing one from the present day and one from the last century or earlier.  Many translations are in the public domain on sites such as
The Internet Classics Archive | On the Nature of Things by Lucretius (mit.edu)
Carus, Titus Lucretius (c. 99–c. 55) - De Rerum Natura, On the Nature of Things: Book I (poetryintranslation.com)
or use Google Books to access other translations. 
2. Lucretius tells us that his poetry was the ‘honey on the cup of medicine’, suggesting that the poetry is there simply to make the philosophy more palatable to the reader.  Explore the extent to which this can be valid and whether you think that this may be a false distinction to draw.  
3. Examine the contribution of the metre to the success of this poem. Would it work just as well in prose?
4. Analyse the logical coherence of the arguments in Lucretius Book 1 and find the flaws in the argumentation.
5. To what extent are Lucretius’ statements about the nature of matter supported by modern science?
