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OCR ANTHOLOGY FOR LATIN AS AND A LEVEL SHORTER VERSE AUTHORS 
Student Activities

Activity 1	Research the life and career of Gaius Memmius, Lucretius’ patron, and assess why you think Lucretius should have found him a suitable candidate for conversion to Epicureanism.
Activity 2	Think of your own arguments in the style of Lucretius, to prove the existence of atoms as the basic units of matter.  You may not use any scientific instruments but only your own powers of observation. 
Activity 3	Listen to the discussion of Epicureanism in the BBC Radio 4 programme ‘In Our Time’: make notes and focus on how Lucretius makes use of these philosophical ideas in his poem.  You can find the programme at:  BBC Radio 4 - In Our Time, Epicureanism
Activity 4	Summarise the attitude towards the countryside found in Tibullus and then compare and contrast it with that of other Roman authors such as Virgil (Georgics 2.458–542), Horace (e.g. Satires 2.6, Epode 2).
Activity 5	Research the background of the ‘paraklausithyron’ (‘serenade’) poem as found in Tibullus 1.2.  Look out its Greek predecessors (Aristophanes Ecclesiazusai 952–76, Theocritus Idyll 3, The Palatine Anthology 5.23, 5.191) and also compare Tibullus’ treatment with that of Catullus (67) Horace Odes 3.10, Propertius 1.16, 2.9, Ovid Amores 2.19.
Activity 6	Translate 1.2 and/or 1.5 and set it out as a screenplay, complete with stage directions.  If possible, perform the text as a monologue to the group.
Activity 7	Watch some or all of the following YouTube clips and make notes on their contents:
	The Poems of Tibullus and Sulpicia (Roman Elegies) - YouTube
Propertius and Latin Love Elegy (for OCR AS level Latin) - YouTube	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tibullus, Propertius, Sulpicia || Latin language podcast || Litterae Latinae Simplices 33 - YouTube
	Tibullus - YouTube
Activity 8	Listen to these recitations of 1.2 and 1.5. and comment on the extent to which the reading brings out the meaning and the power of the Latin:
	Tibullus 1.2 - YouTube
tibullus 1.5 - YouTube
Activity 9	Choose any two from Shakespeare’s Sonnets and compare and contrast the attitude to love found in them with that found in Tibullus.
Activity 10	Read and/or watch the play Medea by Euripides and compare the characterisation of Medea in this play with that of Ovid in the Metamorphoses Book 7.  You can see a performance of the play online at: EURIPIDES MEDEA NEWCASTLE AUSTRALIA 2021 - YouTube
Activity 11	Read Ovid Heroides 6 and 12 and write a report of how Ovid made selective use of this early poetry in his later Metamorphoses 7.  You can find modern translations of the Heroides at: Ovid (43 BC–17) - The Heroides (poetryintranslation.com) and the Latin text at: Publius Ovidius Naso, Epistulae ex Ponto 1.1 (packhum.org)
Activity 12	Listen to the ‘In Our Time’ discussion of Ovid’s Metamorphoses and make notes.  You can find the programme online at: In Our Time - Metamorphosis - BBC Sounds
Activity 13	Research the sort of magic that Medea practises in this poem and set it in the context of ancient beliefs and religious practice.  There is a good article on ancient magic by Lindsay Watson online at: The Violence of Ancient Magic | classicsforall.org.uk and see also the YouTube clip: An introduction to Roman Magic - YouTube
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