
	Overview: In Chapter 1, Victor Frankenstein tells us of how his parents adopt Elizabeth, a poor child given up by her father after her mother dies. 

In this passage, Frankenstein recalls his first meeting and feelings about Elizabeth. 

Read through the passage and complete the tasks on either side. 

	1: Highlight the possessive personal pronouns in the passage. What do these reveal about Victor’s relationship with Elizabeth? 

2: Look at the words Caroline Frankenstein uses when she talks about Elizabeth. What do these suggest about her perspective on Elizabeth joining the family? What do they suggest about her relationship with Victor? 

3: Look at the words ‘gift’, ‘present’, and ‘possession’. What do these suggest about how Elizabeth is viewed by the family? 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]‘Every one loved Elizabeth. The passionate and almost reverential attachment with which all regarded her became, while I shared it, my pride and my delight. On the evening previous to her being brought to my home, my mother had said playfully,—"I have a pretty present for my Victor—to-morrow he shall have it." And when, on the morrow, she presented Elizabeth to me as her promised gift, I, with childish seriousness, interpreted her words literally, and looked upon Elizabeth as mine—mine to protect, love, and cherish. All praises bestowed on her, I received as made to a possession of my own. We called each other familiarly by the name of cousin. No word, no expression could body forth the kind of relation in which she stood to me—my more than sister, since till death she was to be mine only.’
	4: What do you think Shelley is suggesting about women and girls in the 19th century? 

5: Do you think Shelley approves of the way Elizabeth is being talked about? What makes you think this? 

6: Look at the last line. Victor has already suggested that his life contains lots of misfortunes. What might this last line suggest happens to Elizabeth? 
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