Vocabulary Builder Chapter 4 (with extra pit stops)

A more comprehensive list of vocabulary from Chapter 4.

	Word
	Quotation
	Definition

	natural philosophy n
	‘From this day natural philosophy, and particularly chemistry, in the most comprehensive sense of the term, became nearly my sole occupation.’
	the study of all natural phenomena in the physical world. 

	physiognomy
	‘...I found even in M. Krempe a great deal of sound sense and real information, combined, it is true, with a repulsive physiognomy and manners,...’ 
	the physical appearance of the face

	dogmatism n
	‘His gentleness was never tinged by dogmatism, and his instructions were given with an air of frankness and good nature that banished every idea of pedantry.’

	stating your opinions in a strong way and not accepting anyone else’s opinions 

	pedantry n
	
	the quality of being too interested in formal rules and small details which are not important




	abstruse adj
	‘In a thousand ways he smoothed for me the path of knowledge and made the most abstruse inquiries clear and facile to my apprehension.’ 
	not known or understood by many people

	facile adj & adv
	‘In a thousand ways he smoothed for me the path of knowledge and made the most abstruse inquiries clear and facile to my apprehension.’
	something which is too simple and has not been thought about enough e.g. a remark or theory

	infallibly adv
	‘A mind of moderate capacity which closely pursues one study must infallibly arrive at great proficiency in that study….’
	in a way which is never wrong or never fails

	phenomena n pl
	‘One of the phenomena which had peculiarly attracted my attention was the structure of the human frame, and, indeed, any animal endued with life.’. 
	something that exists and can be seen, tasted, felt, especially something interesting and unusual

 

	irksome adj
	‘Unless I had been animated by an almost supernatural enthusiasm, my application to this study would have been irksome and almost intolerable.’
	annoying 

	minutiae n
	‘I paused, examining and analysing all the minutiae of causation’ 
	small or not important details 
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The combination of key vocabulary, and key quotation revision is both fruitful and efficient to build upon knowledge of the text so far. One of the most simple but very effective techniques for language analysis is: look for patterns. Here you can make very good use of other curriculum areas e.g. maths, statistics or physics, by referring to ‘frequency’. Sometimes words, images, and sounds congregate together in a text, and so this increased frequency also carries meanings and interpretations. Conversely, an absence of something will also convey meaning.

 How can you use this simple technique of observation for Chapter 4?
1. Make explicit to learners the type of language you want learners to look for.
2. Provide a method that will aid learners in tracking the above such as: highlighting and colour coding, or shapes around specific words, types of words or methods, along with a tally chart.
3. Use prompt questions to get learners to consider the meaning created by the frequency, infrequency, or total absence of what they’ve been directed to look for.

For example: How many times does Shelley refer or allude to labour and pregnancy in this passage/chapter/section? 
Of the following words:
· labour
· conceive
· conception
· birth
Which is the most frequently used? 
Where is it most frequently used?
 Why is it most frequently used at the specific place in the text?
What does this frequent use of ‘x’ achieve?

        You could also direct learners’ attention to what is infrequent, or absent altogether (using the idea of negative space referred to in Walton’s section), and what might that mean?).
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