Contrasting Portrayals


Before this section of the text, it is Victor’s narrative that introduces the Creature. In this, Victor portrays the Creature as a monstrous murderer. However, this impression is challenged and reformed when the narrative is handed to the Creature. The two characters have a very different perspective on the Creature and are bias in different ways. 
Below are some key questions to discuss. Use the mini extracts underneath them to form your argument. 

Having known the Creature through the perspective of Victor, does the Creature seem as malicious and demonic as Victor has portrayed him? 
	Information Victor has given us about how the Creature and his actions: 

-

-

-

	Information the Creature gives us about his early days and the first things he does in life: 

-

-

-




[bookmark: _GoBack]Once you have discussed your thoughts, summarise them here: is the Creature as malicious as you expected?
Yes/ no the Creature is/ is not as malicious as I expected because__________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________


How do we feel about the ‘newborn’ monster for whom Shelley has now provided a voice? Is this enough to make us feel sympathy for him? 

	Victor’s description of the Creature’s first moments of life: 

‘Oh! No mortal could support the horror of that countenance. A mummy again endued with animation could not be so hideous as that wretch. I had gazed on him while unfinished; he was ugly then, but when those muscles and joints were rendered capable of motion, it became a thing such as even Dante could not have conceived.’
	The Creature’s description: 

‘It was dark when I awoke; I felt cold also, and half frightened, as it were, instinctively, finding myself so desolate. Before I had quitted your apartment, on a sensation of cold, I had covered myself with some clothes, but these were insufficient to secure me from the dews of night. I was a poor, helpless, miserable wretch; I knew, and could distinguish, nothing; but feeling pain invade me on all sides, I sat down and wept.’



Once you have discussed your thoughts, summarise them here: do you feel sympathy for the Creature now?  
Yes/ no I do/ do not feel sympathy for the Creature because ______________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
If the Creature’s perspective is so contrasting to Victor’s, can we trust Victor’s perspective? 
Overall, I believe that we can/ cannot trust Victor’s perspective because____________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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