


Parallel Structures

Shelley offers several parallels in the stories of Victor and his Creature: both began the narrator’s creation and early days, their friends (real or perceived), and then education. They also cover the changing relationship with their family or parents, and their attempts to make a new life for themselves away from their family home. 

The key contrast in their stories is junction between the two, at the point of creation and rejection. Here the destiny of both narrators is forged, marking their intertwinement. As Charles E Robinson put it, the ‘double theme of this novel’ which they argue to be that ‘the physical ugliness of the creature reflects the psychological ugliness of his creator’ (Robinson in Guston, Finn and Robert, 2017, p 7). 
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