Pulling together threads in the text

Key question to revisit at different stages in the study of the text

Shelley’s central thesis of her narrative rests on this statement:

‘Monsters are made and not born’. 

This provides a useful tool to pull together what assumptions learners may have before reading Frankenstein, and how those assumptions, ideas and opinion may shift from and to as they read and study the novel.

Suggestions of when and how to use this idea is in the table below:

	When
	What to ask pupils

	Before reading
	‘Monsters are made and not born’. To what extent do you agree with this statement? 
· Explain your thinking.
· Use examples to support your reasoning.

	After reading Walton’s letters
	Walton has the capacity to be monstrous. To what extent do you agree with this statement?
· Explain your thinking.
· Use examples to support your reasoning.


	After reading Chapters 1 to 3 - Victor’s childhood. 
	Now you have read about Victor’s early childhood, do you still agree with what you wrote in response to ‘Monsters are made and not born’? 
· Explain your thinking.

	After reading Chapter 4 and 5
	What is your opinion about the statement ‘Monsters are made and not born’ now you have read how Victor has assembled his creation? 
· Explain your thinking.

	After reading Chapter 16 (the De Laceys reject the Creature)
	The Creature was not born monstrous, but has become monstrous. How did this happen, and who is responsible?

	[bookmark: _GoBack]After completing the novel
	There are two monstrous creatures in this story, not one. To what extent do you agree with this statement?
· Explain your thinking.
· Use references from the text to support your thinking and reasoning.

	
	‘Monsters are made and not born’.  To what extent do you agree with this statement? 
  Have your ideas and opinions changed about this statement since you first wrote about it? Why? Why not?
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