Walton’s Letters: 

· In letters 1 and 2, Walton was certain his expedition would be a magnificent success, why is he less certain in letters 3 and 4?
· Why does Shelley provide the reader with the meerest glimpse of the Creature in letter 4?
· Why does Victor Frankenstein enter the narrative in Letter 4, and not Letter 1?
· Why begin the narrative in the setting of the Arctic? 
· Why is it important that readers are introduced to two ambitious men of science rather than just one? 

Stretch questions
· Why does Shelley use a frame narrative?
· Why does Shelley choose to use letters for Walton’s narrative? 

Chapters 1-3:  

· Why does Shelley have Victor tell us so much about Victor’s family? 
· Why is it important for us to know about Victor’s early life? 
· Why are Victor’s descriptions of family and science so separate?
· Why does Victor fall in love with science? 

Stretch questions
· Why does Shelley change Elizabeth’s origin story so much in her 1831 edit? 
· Why does Shelley portray women in the way that she does? 
· Why is the relationship between Victor and his father so important to our understanding of Victor’s character? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chapter 4: 

· Why is Victor’s continued dislike for Krempe significant in this chapter?
· Why, after his scientific epiphany, does Victor never query the ethics of his experiment?
· Why are the details of this scientific epiphany never revealed?
· Why is he motivated to carry out such gruesome tasks in the name of ‘science’?
· Why is he driven to obsession while making the monster?
· Why does he isolate himself so completely from friends and family? 


Chapter 5: 

· Why can Victor’s behaviour be regarded as ‘Promethean’? 
· Why might the reader’s relationship with Victor change here? 
· Why does Victor misinterpret the Creature’s gesture of reaching towards him? 
· Why is it Clerval who nurses Victor back to health, and not Elizabeth?
 
Stretch questions

· At the point of the Creature’s birth, with whom is the reader positioned and why?  
· At the point of the Creature’s rejection, does the reader’s positioning change? Why?  

Chapters 6-8: 

· Why is Justine framed for the murder of William?  
· Why is Justine introduced via Elizabeth’s letter?  
· Why are the public (within the world of the novel) so quick to believe her guilt?  
· Why do both Justine and Elizabeth’s words fail to make a difference to Justine’s fate? 
· Why is Justine’s death instrumental to the overall narrative? 
· Why does Justine’s death change our (the reader’s) relationship with Victor Frankenstein?
 

Chapters 9-10: 

· Why does Victor choose to travel? What does this reveal about his character?  
· Why does Shelley choose this point to introduce the Creature’s narrative?  
· Why is the landscape significant? 
 

Chapters 11-14: 
  
· Why is the Creature’s early ‘life’ important?  
· Why is the Creature’s repeated rejection significant?  
· Why does Shelley show a benevolent side to the Creature?  
· Why does Shelley create the De Lacey family as she does? 
 
Stretch questions  
· Why does Shelley include the De Lacey family?  
· Why does Shelley provide further examples of women in need of protection and rescue?

Chapters 15-16: 

· Why does the Creature hide and watch the De Laceys for so long?  
· Why does the Creature finally introduce himself to the family?  
· Why does Shelley have the Creature spend so long admiring the De Laceys?  
· Why does the Creature seek revenge? 

Chapter 17: 
 
· Why does the Creature want a mate?  
· Why is Victor so torn about whether to create one? 
· Why does Victor concede?  
· Why does Shelley hand the narrative back to Victor at this point? 

Chapters 18-19:

· Why do Victor and Clerval travel from Geneva to Scotland? 
· Why does Victor compare Clerval to his former self?
 
Stretch questions 
· Why does Victor choose a ‘barren’ place in which to work on creating a new life? 
· Why is the landscape important? 
· Why is Victor’s past significant?

Chapters 20-21:
 
Chapter 20 
· Why does Frankenstein reflect on his creation of a mate for the Creature? 
· Why does Frankenstein destroy the female creature? What reasons does he give?  
· Why does he do this with the Creature watching?  
· What are the consequences of the destruction of the female creature? 
 
Chapter 21 
· Why does the opening focus on the ‘calm and mild manners’ of the magistrate? 
· Why do we hear so many witness statements about the discovery of the body? 
· Why does Frankenstein develop a fever? 
 
Stretch questions 
· What is the importance of setting in Chapter 20? 
· What is further revealed about the relationship between Frankenstein and the Creature from each of their perspectives?   
· Why does Shelley focus on the interrogation and imprisonment of Frankenstein?

Chapters 22-23: 

· Why does Shelley have Victor return to Geneva for his wedding?  
· Why does Victor wish to get married soon?  
· Why is Elizabeth murdered?  
· Why does Victor vow revenge on the Creature? 
 
Stretch questions 
· Why do so many of Shelley’s female characters die?  
· Why does Shelley have Victor confess his story? 

Chapter 24: 
 
· Why does Victor wish Walton to continue?  
· Why does Walton turn home? 
· Why does Walton not sympathise with the Creature?  
· Why is the Creature so heartbroken by Victor’s death?
 
Stretch questions 
· Why does Shelley have Walton turn home?  
· Why does Shelley give the final part of the tale to the Creature? 
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