Walton’s Letters: 


	Word
	Quotation
	Definition

	Letter 1

	ardent
	‘I am too ardent in execution and too impatient of difficulties.’
	having intense emotion or enthusiasm

	rejoice
	‘You will rejoice to hear that no disaster has accompanied the commencement of an enterprise which you have regarded with such evil forebodings’
	to feel or show great joy or delight; to express happiness; to be full of joy, to be extremely glad
Noun act or occasion for rejoicing

	commencement
	
	 the act or process of commencing; beginning, time of beginning.

	forebodings
	
	 In anticipating of something to happen, especially of approaching or overhanging evil.

	foretaste
	‘This breeze, which has travelled from the regions towards which I am advancing, gives me a foretaste of those icy climes.’ 
	 a taste beforehand; an anticipation, partial enjoyment in advance
Transitive verb to taste beforehand,

	inspirited
	‘Inspirited by this wind of promise, my daydreams become more fervent and vivid.’
	to put spirit, life, or energy into; to quicken, enliven, animate; to cheer, encourage; to incite, stir

	fervent
	
	of persons, their passions, dispositions, or actions; ardent, intensely earnest, often used in relation to love or hatred (from 17th C onwards) 

	diffusing
	‘There, Margaret, the sun is for ever visible, its broad disk just skirting the horizon and diffusing a perpetual splendour.’
	 to send forth (an immaterial, or abstract thing), in many or all directions; to spread among a large number of people; to disseminate

	perpetual
	
	
Lasting or destined to last forever, eternal; never ending or ceasing; also - for the duration of a person’s lifetime.

	splendour
	
	magnificence;  great show of riches or costly things; pomp, parade.
transitive verb  to move with splendour

	Letter 2

	encompassed
	‘How slowly the time passes here, encompassed as I am by frost and snow!’
	To surround entirely; overlay as with an envelope or shell; to contain.

	dauntless
	‘those whom I have already engaged…are certainly possessed of dauntless courage.’
	 not to be daunted; fearless, intrepid, bold, undaunted.

	assailed
	‘If I am assailed by disappointment, no one will endeavour to sustain me in dejection.’
	 to attack with physical violence, assault.

	endeavour
	
	 To try, to make an effort for a specified object (objective); to attempt

	discernment
	‘the same discernment as mine’
	The ability to judge well or perceive clearly.

	inclinations
	‘my early inclinations’
	A person's natural tendencies or preferences.

	Letter 3

	intimate
	‘an intimate sympathy with my feelings’
	Closely acquainted or familiar.

	enterprise
	‘my courageous, yet sometimes despairing, enterprise’
	A project or undertaking, especially one that is difficult.

	satiate
	‘satiate my curiosity’
	To fully satisfy a desire or appetite.

	zeal
	‘how much happier I am than during my earlier zeal’
	Great energy or enthusiasm in pursuit of a cause.

	Letter 4

	aquit
	‘you will acquit me of falsehood’
	To free someone from blame or to declare not guilty.

	impertinent
	‘Certainly; it would indeed be very impertinent and inhuman in me to trouble you with any inquisitiveness of mine.’ 
	Not showing proper respect; rude.

	fastidious
	‘you are therefore somewhat fastidious;’
	Very attentive to and concerned about accuracy and detail.

	benevolence
	‘...his whole countenance is lighted up, as it were, with a beam of benevolence and sweetness that I never saw equalled’
	The quality of being well meaning; kindness.

	enigmatic
	‘but there is something so strange and unintelligible in his manner that I could not help remarking it to you.’
	Difficult to interpret or understand; mysterious.

	discernment
	‘the demonical corpse to which I had so miserably given life’
	The ability to judge well; keen insight.



Chapter 1-3


	Word
	Quotation
	Definition

	Chapter 1




	distinguished
	‘One of the most distinguished families’; ‘formally distinguished for his rank’

	a respected or admired person, or their work


	indefatigable
	‘Respected…for his integrity and indefatigable attention to public business’

	always determined or energetic in trying to achieve something


	procured

	‘She procured plain work’

	to source something


	benevolent 

	‘Pleasurable emotion in her soft and benevolent mind’
	kind and helpful

	Chapter 2




	sublime

	‘the sublime shapes of the mountains’

	1: of great or excellent beauty
2: extreme or unparalleled 


	virtue

	‘the virtues of heroes, and the actions of men were his theme’

	1: having strong or high moral standards 
2: good actions undertaken (these will often benefit others) 


	genius

	‘Natural philosophy is the genius that has regulated my fate’

	1: a very intelligent person 
2: a person regarded as having influence over good or evil 


	Galvanism

	‘the explanation of a theory which he had formed on the subject of electricity and galvanism’

	a branch of science named after Galanvi, an Italian scientist who experimented on animals with electricity


	Chapter 3





	resolved
	‘My parents resolved’
	determined

	entreaties

	‘She had at first yielded to our entreaties’ 

	an attempt to persuade someone to do something


	malignity

	‘Her watchful attentions triumphed over the malignity of the distemper’ 

	The quality of intending to cause harm


	sacrilege

	‘It appeared to me sacrilege so soon to leave’ 

	the act of treating something holy without respect


	acquisition 

	‘I ardently desired the acquisition of knowledge’ 

	the process of getting something


	chimaeras

	‘I was required to exchange the chimaeras of boundless grandeur’

	something made up of parts that are very different to each other (also, a creature in Greek myths)


	Pioneer
	‘I will pioneer a new way’
	a person who is one of the first people to do something



Chapter 4

	Word 
	Quotation 
	Definition 

	natural philosophy 
	‘From this day natural philosophy, and particularly chemistry, in the most comprehensive sense of the term, became nearly my sole occupation’ 
	the study of all natural phenomena in the physical world (in the nineteenth century)  

	physiognomy 
	‘I found even in M. Krempe a great deal of sound sense and real information, combined, it is true, with a repulsive physiognomy and manners’  
	the physical appearance of the face  

	infallibly 
	‘A mind of moderate capacity which closely pursues one study must infallibly arrive at great proficiency in that study’ 
	in a way that is never wrong or never fails 

	minutiae  
	‘I paused, examining and analysing all the minutiae of causation’  
	small or unimportant details  



Chapter 5

	Word 
	Quotation 
	Definition 

	dreary 
	‘It was on a dreary night of November, that I beheld the accomplishment of my toils’ 
	boring, making you feel unhappy 

	accomplishment 
	
	something that is successful or achieved with a lot of effort 

	dismally 
	‘t was already one in the morning; the rain pattered dismally against the panes’ 
	in a way that makes you feel sad and without hope 

	convulsive 
	‘it breathed hard, and a convulsive motion agitated its limbs’ 
	movements of muscles in your body that you cannot control 

	dun 
	‘that seemed almost of the same colour as the dun white sockets in which they were set’ 
	of a greyish brown colour 



Chapters 6-8


	Word 
	Quotation 
	Definition 

	Chapter 6 

	convalescence 
	‘It was a divine spring; and the season contributed greatly to my convalescence’ 
	the process of becoming well again after an illness or injury 

	dilatoriness 
	‘The winter, however, was spent cheerfully; and although the spring was uncommonly late, when it came its beauty compensated for its dilatoriness’ 
	the quality of being slow and causing delay 

	perambulations 
	‘We passed a fortnight in these perambulations: my health and spirits had long been restored, and they gained additional strength from the salubrious air I breathed, the natural incidents of our progress, and the conversation of my friend’ 
	the activity of walking around a place, especially for pleasure and in a leisurely way 

	salubrious 
	
	describing something that is pleasant, clean and healthy to live in 

	encomiums 
	‘his [Krempe’s] harsh blunt encomiums gave me even more pain than the benevolent approbation of M. Waldman’ 
	pieces of writing or speeches that praise someone or something highly 

	exculpate 
	‘such a declaration would have been considered as the ravings of a madman and would not have exculpated her who suffered through me’ 
 
	to remove someone from blame 

	ignominy 
	‘Could the dæmon who had (I did not for a minute doubt) murdered my brother also in his hellish sport have betrayed the innocent to death and ignominy?’  
	public embarrassment or shame 

	obdurate 
	‘He threatened excommunication and hell fire in my last moments if I continued obdurate’ 
	extremely determined to act in a particular way and not to change, despite what anyone else says 

	Chapter 7 

	wretchedness 
	‘What would be your surprise, my son, when you expected a happy and glad welcome, to behold, on the contrary, tears and wretchedness?’ 
	The state of being unpleasant or of low quality; the feeling of being very ill, or unhappy. 

	Plainpalais 
	‘Last Thursday (May 7th), I, my niece, and your two brothers, went to walk in Plainpalais.’ 
	A neighbourhood in Geneva, Switzerland. 

	Conjectured 
	‘This account rather alarmed us, and we continued to search for him until night fell, when Elizabeth conjectured that he might have returned to the house.’ 
	A guess about something based on how it seems, rather than proof. 

	console 
	‘Come, dearest Victor, you alone can console Elizabeth.’ 
	To make someone who is sad or disappointed feel better, usually by giving them comfort or sympathy. 
  

	Prognosticated 
	‘Is this to prognosticate peace, or to mock at my unhappiness.’ 
	To give a judgement about what is likely ti happen in the future, especially in connection with a particular situation. 
 

	Chapter 8 

	obliterated 
	‘now all was to be obliterated in an ignominious grave; and I the cause!’ 
	an action that destroys something completely 

	ignominious 
	
	describes an action or experience as embarrassing because it was unsuccessful 

	solemnity 
	‘her countenance, always engaging, was rendered, by the solemnity of her feelings, exquisitely beautiful’ 
	the state or quality of being solemn (very serious) 

	indignation 
	‘a murmur of horror and indignation filled the court’ 
	the ​feeling​ of shock and anger when you feel that something is unfair 

	protestations 
	‘But I do not pretend that my protestations should acquit me’ 
	a strong declaration that something is true or not true 

	bewildered 
	‘That she had been bewildered when questioned by the market-woman was not surprising, since she had passed a sleepless night’  
	confused and not understanding something or being able to decide what to do 

	timorous 
	‘but fear, and hatred of the crime of which they supposed her guilty, rendered them timorous’  
	frightened and nervous of other people and situations (relates to the verb ‘timid’) 






Chapters 9-10

	Word 
	Quotation 
	Definition  

	Chapter 9 

	remorse 
	‘The blood flowed freely in my veins, but a weight of despair and remorse pressed on my heart which nothing could remove.’ 
	a feeling of sadness and being sorry for what you have done 

	serenity 
	’instead of that serenity of conscience which allowed me to look back upon the past with self-satisfaction, and from thence to gather promise of new hopes, I was seized by remorse and the sense of guilt’ 
	The quality of being peaceful and calm. 

	immoderate 
	—’but is it not a duty to the survivors that we should refrain from augmenting their unhappiness by an appearance of immoderate grief? 
	Too much or many, or more than is usual or reasonable. 

	augmented 
	‘But it was augmented and rendered sublime by the mighty Alps, whose white and shining pyramids and domes towered above all, as belonging to another earth, the habitations of another race of beings.’  
 
	made greater or more intense 

	Chapter 10 

	immutable 
	‘the thunder sound of the avalanche or the cracking, reverberated along the mountains, of the accumulated ice, which, through the silent working of immutable laws, was ever and anon rent and torn, as if it had been but a plaything in their hands. 
	Not changing, or unable to be changed. 

	solemnising 
	‘The sight of the awful and majestic in nature had indeed always the effect of solemnising my mind and causing me to forget the passing cares of life’ 
	Observe or perform with dignity or gravity (seriousness). 

	despondence 
	‘I walked about the isle like a restless spectre, separated from all the world, deserted and most wretched, in a state of despondence and solitude’ 
	a state of low spirits caused by loss of hope or courage 

	abyss 
	‘I felt as if I were walking on the edge of an abyss, beyond which was the destruction I so fearfully dreaded’ 
	a deep or seemingly bottomless chasm; a profound difference or unfathomable situation 



Chapter 11-14

	Word
	Quotation
	Definition

	Chapter 11

	seized
	‘A strange multiplicity of sensations seized me’ 
	seize: to take something quickly and keep or hold it

	liberty
	‘I now found that I could wander at liberty’ 
	the freedom to live as you wish or go where you want

	instinctively
	‘I felt cold also, and half frightened as it were, instinctively’
	in a way that is not thought about, planned or developed by training

	enchanted
	‘I was enchanted by the appearance of the hut’
	affected by magic, or seeming to be affected by magic

	grievously 
	‘Grievously bruised by stones’
	very seriously, or in a way that causes great pain

	asylum 
	‘I found it an agreeable asylum’
	protection or safety

	Chapter 12

	venerable
	‘Nothing could exceed the love and respect the young cottagers exhibited towards their venerable companion’
	deserving respect because of age, high position, or religious or historical importance

	affection
	‘Interchanging each day looks of affection’
	the feeling of liking for a person or place

	poignant 
	‘Suffered the pagans of hunger very poignantly’ 
	causing or having a very sharp feeling of sadness

	abstained
	I abstained and satisfied myself with berries’
	to not do something, especially something enjoyable that you think might be bad

	replenished
	‘He found his store always replenished’
	to fill something up again

	sufficient
	‘I improved… but not sufficiently to follow up any kind of conversation’
	enough for a purpose

	perpetually
	‘For with this was the contrast perpetually ‘presented to my eyes
	always or very often

	despondence
	I was filled with the bitterest sensations of despondence
	the situation in which you need something or someone all the time



	Chapter 13

	countenance 
	‘I observed the countenance of Felix was miserable’ 
	the appearance or expression of someone’s face

	ravished
	Felix seemed ravished with delight
	to give great pleasure to someone

	endeavouring
	‘She was endeavouring to learn their language’ 
	to try to do something

	rank

noble
	‘Of rank, of descent, and noble blood’
	a particular position, higher or lower than others

belonging to a high social rank in society, especially by birth

	vagabond
	‘As a vagabond and a slave’ 
	a person who has no home and usually no job

	Ignorant 
	‘Of my creation and creator I was absolutely ignorant’
	not having enough knowledge, understanding or information about something

	Chapter 14

	obnoxious 
	‘He became obnoxious to the government’
	very unpleasant or rude

	asylum
	‘They found a miserable asylum in the cottage in Germany’
	protection or safety

	treacherous
	‘The treacherous Turk’
	a person who is treacherous deceives someone who trusts them, or has no loyalty

	ingratitude 
	‘The ingratitude of the Turk’
	the fact that someone is not grateful some something 

	adverse
	‘Her religion and feelings were alike averse to it’
	having a negative or harmful effect on something



Chapters 15-16

	Word 
	Quotation 
	Definition 

	virtue 
	‘I felt the greatest ardour for virtue rise within me, and abhorrence for vice’ (Ch15) 
	a good moral quality in a person or the general quality of being morally good 

	vice 
	
	a moral fault or weakness in someone’s character; illegal and immoral ​activities​ 

	abhorrence 
	
	a feeling of hating something or someone 

	endured 
	‘My travels were long and the sufferings I endured intense’ (Ch16) 
	to suffer something difficult, unpleasant or painful 

	desolation 
	‘I too can create desolation’ (Ch16) 
	the state of a place that is empty or where everything has been destroyed 



Chapter 17


	Word 
	Quotation 
	Definition 

	malicious  
	‘I am malicious because I am miserable’ 
	intended to harm or upset someone 

	passion 
	‘This passion is detrimental to me’ 
	a very powerful feeling 



Chapter 18-19


	Word 
	Quotation 
	Definition 

	sentiments 
	‘The expression of your sentiments of this subject’ (Ch18) 
	a thought, opinion or feeling about a situation 

	dilatory 
	‘The latter method of obtaining the desired intelligence was dilatory and unsatisfactory’ (Ch18) 
	slow and likely to cause a delay 

	machinations 
	‘exempt my family from the danger of his machinations’ (Ch18) 
	complicated and secret plans 

	picturesque 
	‘The course of the Rhine below Mayence becomes much more picturesque’ (Ch18) 
	attractive in appearance, especially in an old-fashioned way (in relation to a place)  

	irksome 
	‘Company was irksome to me’ (Ch19) 
	annoying 

	abhorred 
	‘although I abhorred society’ (Ch19) 
	to hate something or someone 



Chapters 20-21 

	Word  
	Quotation  
	Definition 

	malignant 
	‘she might become ten thousand times more malignant than her mate’ (Ch20) 
	having a wish to do harm (evil)  

	countenance 
	‘his countenance expressed the utmost extent of malice and treachery’ (Ch20) 
 
	the appearance or expression of someone’s face 

	malice 
	
	the wish to harm or upset people 

	treachery 
	
	behaviour that deceives or is not loyal to someone who trusts you  

	presentiment 
	‘I felt a presentiment of who it was’ (Ch20) 
	a feeling that something, especially something unpleasant, is going to happen 

	spectre 
	 ‘walked about the isle like a restless spectre’ (Ch20) 
	ghost 

	odious  
	‘the scene of my odious work’ (Ch20) 
	extremely unpleasant and causing or deserving hate 

	deposed  
	‘A woman deposed’ (Ch21) 
	gave a statement 



Chapters 22-23

	Word 
	Quotation 
	Definition 

	Chapter 22 

	imperious 
	‘I curbed the imperious voice of wretchedness’ 
	unpleasantly proud; expecting to be obeyed 

	invincible 
 
 
	‘I should almost regard him as invincible’ 
	impossible to defeat or prevent from doing what is intended 

	Chapter 23 

	incredulous  
 
	‘Appeared at first incredulous’ 
 
	not wanting to believe something, and usually showing this 

	proportionate  
	‘He shall suffer punishment proportionate to his crimes’ 
	an appropriate amount 
 

	transitory 
	‘enjoying the transitory light’ 
	Temporary; not permanent 





Chapter 24

	Word 
	Quotation 
	Definition 

	pilgrimage 
 
 
	‘My tedious toil and torturous pilgrimage’ 
 
	a visit to a place that is considered special, or a journey undertaken by a pilgrim 

































[bookmark: _GoBack]Vocabulary in Context

	Word
	Quotation
	Definition

	virtue 




vice



abhorrence 





tumultuous 





irresolute 
	‘I felt the greatest ardour for virtue rise within me, and abhorrence for vice’ 












‘Their feelings were peaceful and serene, while mine became every day more tumultuous’


‘I knew that every minute was precious to me, yet I remained irresolute’
	a good moral quality in a person or the general quality of being morally good


a moral fault or weakness in someone’s character. Alt. illegal and immoral activties

a feeling of hating something or someone




very loud, or full of confusion, change or uncertainty



not able or willing to take decisions or actions

	endured 



endowed




revive 



desolation




vulnerable/ invulnerable



	‘My travels were long and the sufferings I endured intense’


‘You had endowed me with perceptions and passions and then cast me abroad’


‘I felt emotions of gentleness pleasure…revive within me’


‘I too can create desolation’



‘My enemy is not invulnerable’
	to suffer something difficult, unpleasant or painful


to give [usually in reference to giving money in a socially responsible way]


to come or bring something back to life, health, existence, or use

the state of a place that is empty or where everything has been destroyed

able to be easily physically or mentally hurt, influenced, or attacked/ the opposite of this


	Useful Vocabulary

innocent





	

N/A





	

not guilty of a particular crime/ having no knowledge of the unpleasance and evil things in life
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