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OCR Anthology for Classical Greek AS and A Level: 2026–2028

Odyssey: Study Questions

Book 16 exam-style practice questions: 

1.

‘Τηλέμαχ᾽, οὔ σε ἔοικε φίλον πατέρ ἔνδον ἐόντα 
οὔτε τι θαυμάζειν περιώσιον οὔτ᾽ ἀγάασθαι· 
οὐ μὲν γάρ τοι ἔτ᾽ ἄλλος ἐλεύσεται ἐνθάδ᾽ Ὀδυσσεύς, 
ἀλλ᾽ ὅδ᾽ ἐγὼ τοιόσδε, παθὼν κακά, πολλὰ δ᾽ ἀληθείς, 
ἤλυθον εἰκοστῷ ἔτεϊ ἐς πατρίδα γαῖαν. 
αὐτάρ τοι τόδε ἔργον Ἀθηναίης ἀγελείης, 
ἥ τέ με τοῖον ἔθηκεν, ὅπως ἐθέλει, δύναται γὰρ, 
ἄλλοτε μὲν πτωχῷ ἐναλίγκιον, ἄλλοτε δ᾽ αὖτε 
ἀνδρὶ νέῳ καὶ καλὰ περὶ χροῒ εἵματ᾽ ἔχοντι. 
ῥηΐδιον δὲ θεοῖσι, τοὶ οὐρανὸν εὐρὺν ἔχουσιν, 
ἠμὲν κυδῆναι θνητὸν βροτὸν ἠδὲ κακῶσαι. 
’ὣς ἄρα φωνήσας κατ᾽ ἄρ᾽ ἕζετο Τηλέμαχος δὲ 
ἀμφιχυθεὶς πατέρ᾽ ἐσθλὸν ὀδύρετο, δάκρυα λείβων, 
ἀμφοτέροισι δὲ τοῖσιν ὑφ᾽ ἵμερος ὦρτο γόοιο· 
κλαῖον δὲ λιγέως, ἀδινώτερον ἤ τ᾽ οἰωνοί, 
φῆναι ἢ αἰγυπιοὶ γαμψώνυχες, οἷσί τε τέκνα 
ἀγρόται ἐξείλοντο πάρος πετεηνὰ γενέσθαι· 
ὣς ἄρα τοί γ᾽ ἐλεεινὸν ὑπ᾽ ὀφρύσι δάκρυον εἶβον. 

(Odyssey, 16.202-219) 

a) ‘Τηλέμαχ᾽… εἵματ᾽ ἔχοντι. (lines 1-9): How does Odysseus explain the state of his appearance to Telemachus? (4 marks) 
b) Translate ἠμὲν κυδῆναι…ὦρτο γόοιο (lines 10-13). (5 marks) 
c) κλαῖον δὲ λιγέως… δάκρυον εἶβον (lines 14-17): Give details of the comparison Homer makes here, and how reinforces the emotionality of the scene. (5 marks) 
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‘ὦ πάτερ, ἦ τοι σεῖο μέγα κλέος αἰὲν ἄκουον, 
χεῖράς τ᾽ αἰχμητὴν ἔμεναι καὶ ἐπίφρονα βουλήν· 
ἀλλὰ λίην μέγα εἶπες: ἄγη μ᾽ ἔχει· οὐδέ κεν εἴη 
ἄνδρε δύω πολλοῖσι καὶ ἰφθίμοισι μάχεσθαι. 
μνηστήρων δ᾽ οὔτ᾽ ἂρ δεκὰς ἀτρεκὲς οὔτε δύ᾽ οἶαι, 
ἀλλὰ πολὺ πλέονες: τάχα δ᾽ εἴσεαι ἐνθάδ᾽ ἀριθμόν. 
ἐκ μὲν Δουλιχίοιο δύω καὶ πεντήκοντα 
κοῦροι κεκριμένοι, ἓξ δὲ δρηστῆρες ἕπονται· 
ἐκ δὲ Σάμης πίσυρές τε καὶ εἴκοσι φῶτες ἔασιν, 
ἐκ δὲ Ζακύνθου ἔασιν ἐείκοσι κοῦροι Ἀχαιῶν, 
ἐκ δ᾽ αὐτῆς Ἰθάκης δυοκαίδεκα πάντες ἄριστοι, 
καί σφιν ἅμ᾽ ἐστὶ Μέδων κῆρυξ καὶ θεῖος ἀοιδὸς 
καὶ δοιὼ θεράποντε, δαήμονε δαιτροσυνάων. 
τῶν εἴ κεν πάντων ἀντήσομεν ἔνδον ἐόντων, 
μὴ πολύπικρα καὶ αἰνὰ βίας ἀποτίσεαι ἐλθών. 
ἀλλὰ σύ γ᾽, εἰ δύνασαί τιν᾽ ἀμύντορα μερμηρίξαι, 
φράζευ, ὅ κέν τις νῶϊν ἀμύνοι πρόφρονι θυμῷ. 

(Odyssey, 16.241-257) 

a) How does Telemachus create a sense of foreboding in his speech about the current predicament inside the palace? (15 marks) 

You should refer to both the content and the language of the passage. Odyssey: Study Questions 

Book 22 exam-style practice questions: 

1.

’εἰ μὲν δὴ Ὀδυσεὺς Ἰθακήσιος εἰλήλουθας, 
ταῦτα μὲν αἴσιμα εἶπας, ὅσα ῥέζεσκον Ἀχαιοί, 
πολλὰ μὲν ἐν μεγάροισιν ἀτάσθαλα, πολλὰ δ᾽ ἐπ᾽ ἀγροῦ. 
ἀλλ᾽ ὁ μὲν ἤδη κεῖται ὃς αἴτιος ἔπλετο πάντων, 
Ἀντίνοος: οὗτος γὰρ ἐπίηλεν τάδε ἔργα, 
οὔ τι γάμου τόσσον κεχρημένος οὐδὲ χατίζων, 
ἀλλ᾽ ἄλλα φρονέων, τά οἱ οὐκ ἐτέλεσσε Κρονίων, 
ὄφρ᾽ Ἰθάκης κατὰ δῆμον ἐϋκτιμένης βασιλεύοι 
αὐτός, ἀτὰρ σὸν παῖδα κατακτείνειε λοχήσας. 
νῦν δ᾽ ὁ μὲν ἐν μοίρῃ πέφαται, σὺ δὲ φείδεο λαῶν 
σῶν· ἀτὰρ ἄμμες ὄπισθεν ἀρεσσάμενοι κατὰ δῆμον, 
ὅσσα τοι ἐκπέποται καὶ ἐδήδοται ἐν μεγάροισι, 
τιμὴν ἀμφὶς ἄγοντες ἐεικοσάβοιον ἕκαστος, 
χαλκόν τε χρυσόν τ᾽ ἀποδώσομεν, εἰς ὅ κε σὸν κῆρ 
ἰανθῇ: πρὶν δ᾽ οὔ τι νεμεσσητὸν κεχολῶσθαι.’ 

(Odyssey, 22.45-59) 

a) Who is speaking here? (1) 
b) Translate ἀλλ᾽ ὁ μὲν… λοχήσας (lines 4-9). (5 marks) 
c) ἀτὰρ ἄμμες … νεμεσσητὸν κεχολῶσθαι: Give details of what alleged actions will be taken next. (5 marks). 


2.

τὸν δ᾽ ἐπικερτομέων προσέφης, Εὔμαιε συβῶτα· 
‘νῦν μὲν δὴ μάλα πάγχυ, Μελάνθιε, νύκτα φυλάξεις, 
εὐνῇ ἔνι μαλακῇ καταλέγμενος, ὥς σε ἔοικεν· 
οὐδέ σέ γ᾽ ἠριγένεια παρ᾽ Ὠκεανοῖο ῥοάων 
λήσει ἐπερχομένη χρυσόθρονος, ἡνίκ᾽ ἀγινεῖς 
αἶγας μνηστήρεσσι δόμον κάτα δαῖτα πένεσθαι.’ 
ὣς ὁ μὲν αὖθι λέλειπτο, ταθεὶς ὀλοῷ ἐνὶ δεσμῷ· 
τὼ δ᾽ ἐς τεύχεα δύντε, θύρην ἐπιθέντε φαεινήν, 
βήτην εἰς Ὀδυσῆα δαΐφρονα, ποικιλομήτην. 
ἔνθα μένος πνείοντες ἐφέστασαν, οἱ μὲν ἐπ᾽ οὐδοῦ 
τέσσαρες, οἱ δ᾽ ἔντοσθε δόμων πολέες τε καὶ ἐσθλοί. 
τοῖσι δ᾽ ἐπ᾽ ἀγχίμολον θυγάτηρ Διὸς ἦλθεν Ἀθήνη, 
Μέντορι εἰδομένη ἠμὲν δέμας ἠδὲ καὶ αὐδήν. 
τὴν δ᾽ Ὀδυσεὺς γήθησεν ἰδὼν καὶ μῦθον ἔειπε· 
‘Μέντορ, ἄμυνον ἀρήν, μνῆσαι δ᾽ ἑτάροιο φίλοιο, 
ὅς σ᾽ ἀγαθὰ ῥέζεσκον· ὁμηλικίην δέ μοί ἐσσι.’ 
ὣς φάτ᾽, ὀϊόμενος λαοσσόον ἔμμεν Ἀθήνην. 

(Odyssey, 22.194.210) 

a) How does Homer make this a dramatic part of the narrative? (15 marks) 

You should refer to both the content and the language of the passage. 

A selection of Section C-style study questions: 

1. Discuss the significance of family relationships in Odyssey Books 21 and 22.

2. To what extent does Homer’s presentation of revenge in Odyssey Books 21 and 22 reflect the values of Homeric society? 

3. How far is the restoration of order in Odyssey Books 21 and 22 dependent on the actions of the gods? 

4. “Justice is the dominant theme of Odyssey Books 21 and 22.” 

5. Discuss the significance of the oikos (household) in Odyssey Books 21 and 22. 

6. How does Homer present the theme of power and leadership in Odyssey Books 21 and 22? 

7. To what extent does Odyssey Books 21 and 22 present violence as justified? 

8. Discuss the importance of loyalty and disloyalty in Odyssey Books 21 and 22. 

9. How does Homer create dramatic tension in Odyssey Books 21 and 22? 

10. “Odysseus’ actions in Odyssey Books 21 and 22 are more about personal glory than restoring justice.” 

Character Study Questions: 

Odysseus: 
1. How does Odysseus' reunion with Telemachus in Book 16 demonstrate his cunning and emotional intelligence? 

2. To what extent is Odysseus’ concealment of his identity from Telemachus in Book 16 an act of wisdom or potential cruelty? How does this reflect on his character as a hero? 

3. Examine how Homer presents Odysseus’ physical strength and martial prowess in the bow contest of Book 21. How does this reinforce or challenge the ideals of heroism in the Odyssey?

4. Odysseus is often hailed as a ‘man of many wiles’. In what ways does his handling of the bow in Book 21 showcase this aspect of his character?

5. In Book 22, Odysseus exacts brutal revenge on the suitors. How far does this action align with or contradict the values of xenia (guest-friendship) and justice in the epic?

6. Discuss how Odysseus’ treatment of disloyal servants, such as Melanthius and the maids, in Book 22 reflect Homeric concepts of loyalty, hierarchy, and honour.

7. How is the contrast between Odysseus and Telemachus developed in Books 16, 21, and 22? What does this tell us about leadership and the transmission of heroic values across generations?

8. Critically assess whether Odysseus’ killing of the suitors in Book 22 is an act of justice, or excessive vengeance. How does Homer encourage the audience to respond to this violence? 

9. In what ways does the bow itself serve as a symbol of Odysseus’ identity and rightful kingship in Book 21? How does this moment prepare the audience for the climax of Book 22? 

10. Homer’s portrayal of Odysseus in Books 16, 21, and 22 oscillates between cunning strategist and ruthless avenger. How does this complexity influence your judgement of him as a Homeric hero?
Telemachus: 
1. How does Telemachus' interaction with Odysseus in Book 16 illustrate his growth from passive boy to emerging leader? To what extent is he a true heir to his father's legacy? 

2. How does Homer use these episodes in Books 16, 21 and 22 to explore Telemachus’ identity and his transition into adulthood? 

3. Discuss Telemachus’ decision not to string the bow in Book 21. Does this action demonstrate humility, wisdom, or a lack of confidence? How does it shape our understanding of his character? 

4. In what ways does Telemachus show cunning intelligence in Books 16, 21, and 22? How does this compare with Odysseus’ cunning intelligence? 

5. To what extent does Telemachus share responsibility for the violence in Book 22? How does Homer present his agency, moral choices, and involvement in the slaughter of the suitors? 

6. Analyse Telemachus’ treatment of the disloyal maids in Book 22. What does his behaviour reveal about his character and the values he upholds? 

7. In Books 16, 21, and 22, Telemachus is both son and warrior. How does Homer navigate this dual role, and how does it contribute to the epic’s themes of succession and family loyalty? 

8. Does Telemachus demonstrate true virtue and excellence in these books, or is he overshadowed by his father’s heroism? 

9. How does the relationship between Telemachus and Odysseus develop in these books? In what ways does it reflect broader themes of father-son dynamics and the restoration of order in Ithaca? 

10. Consider Telemachus’ growth across the Odyssey. How do Books 16, 21, and 22 mark a turning point in his journey towards becoming a leader and a man of glory? 
Penelope: 
1. To what extent does Penelope’s decision to set the bow contest demonstrate agency and intelligence in Odyssey 21? 

2. How does Penelope's emotional response to Odysseus' bow in Book 21 contribute to the portrayal of her as a faithful and constant wife? 

3. Examine the symbolic significance of Penelope retrieving Odysseus’ bow. What does this act reveal about her role in the narrative? 

4. Critics often debate whether Penelope is a passive or active character in the Odyssey. Based on her actions in Books 21 and 22, how would you argue her role in shaping the outcome of the epic? 

5. In what ways does Penelope’s manipulation of the suitors through the contest reflect her cunning intelligence? Is she comparable to Odysseus in this regard? 

6. Consider the moment when Penelope descends from her chamber in Book 21. How does Homer use imagery and narrative techniques to convey her status and presence? 

7. How might Penelope’s behaviour in Book 21 reflect societal expectations of women in Homeric Greece? Does she conform to or challenge these expectations? 

8. Evaluate Penelope’s relationship with Telemachus in Books 21–22. How do their interactions reflect her role as mother and matriarch? 

9. Penelope is notably absent during much of Book 22’s violence. What might her absence suggest about gender roles and the resolution of heroic glory in the Odyssey? 

10. How far is Penelope’s portrayal in Books 21–22 shaped by the Odyssey’s wider themes of recognition, disguise, and restoration of order? 
The Suitors 
1. How does Homer present the suitors, especially Antinous and Eurymachus, as a moral and political threat to Odysseus’ oikos in Books 16, 21, and 22? 

2. To what extent does Antinous embody the worst excesses of the suitors’ behaviour in these books? Consider his actions, words, and the consequences of his arrogance. 

3. How does Eurymachus attempt to manipulate Penelope and the situation with the bow in Book 21? What does this reveal about his character and the suitors’ tactics? 

4. In Book 16, Antinous suggests killing Telemachus. How does this moment reflect the suitors’ political ambitions and disregard for xenia (guest-friendship) and familial bonds? 

5. Compare the fates of Antinous and Eurymachus in Book 22. How does Homer use their deaths to reinforce moral lessons about hubris, justice, and kleos? 

6. To what extent is Eurymachus portrayed as a more complex and persuasive figure than Antinous in these books? How does his speech in Book 22 shape the audience’s perception of him? 

7. In what ways does Antinous' behaviour during the bow contest in Book 21 exemplify Homeric concepts of hubris and delusion (leading to downfall)? 

8. How does the violence of Book 22 serve as a narrative and moral reckoning for the suitors’ actions across the epic? Are Antinous and Eurymachus’ deaths presented as inevitable or excessive? 

9. Consider the suitors’ collective failure to recognise Odysseus in disguise across these books. What does this suggest about their virtue and their role as narrative foils to Odysseus? 

10. How does Homer use the deaths of Antinous and Eurymachus to explore the themes of justice and restoration in the Odyssey? Are they simply punished villains, or do they represent something more complex in Homeric society? 

Other Characters: 
1. How does Eumaeus’ loyalty to Odysseus in Book 16 exemplify the Homeric ideal of xenia and loyal friendship? In what ways does he act as a moral counterpoint to the suitors? 

2. Discuss Philoetius’ role in Book 21. How does his participation in the plot to reclaim the oikos reflect Homer’s broader portrayal of loyalty and justice? 

3. How is Melanthius portrayed as a symbol of disloyalty and hubris in these books? What is the significance of his punishment in Book 22? 

4. In Book 16, Eumaeus serves as a mentor figure to Telemachus. How does Homer use this relationship to explore themes of fatherhood, loyalty, and social hierarchy? 

5. What is the significance of Eumaeus and Philoetius locking the doors in Book 21? How does this action reflect their understanding of the situation and their loyalty to Odysseus? 

6. How does Homer present the disloyal maids in Book 22, and how does their fate contribute to the moral resolution of the Odyssey? To what extent is their punishment justified? 

7. Consider the treatment of Melanthius by Odysseus and Telemachus. How does this episode explore themes of justice, cruelty, and social order in the Homeric world? 

8. Laertes is mentioned in these books as a distant figure. How does his absence and Odysseus’ longing for him shape the emotional undercurrents of the nostos (homecoming) theme? 

9. How does Eumaeus’ characterisation as a humble swineherd challenge assumptions about status and virtue in Homeric society? Is he an example of virtue in a non-heroic form? 

10. To what extent do the secondary characters in Books 16, 21, and 22, such as Eumaeus, Philoetius, and the disloyal servants, highlight the importance of loyalty in the resolution of the Odyssey? 
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