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OCR ANTHOLOGY FOR CLASSICAL GREEK GCSE 2027-2028 
Euripides, The Trojan Women lines 654-678, 686-779

Student activities 
Activity 1
Andromache claims that her behaviour with her husband marked her out as a ‘good wife’. Research what the characteristics of a good wife in 5th C Athens were. Then gather, perhaps onto a poster, the differing contemporary cultural expectations of the role of a wife from within the class. Possible further topics for discussion: Do the class have views on whether it is appropriate to discuss the notion of what makes a ‘good wife’? Who defines the criteria for such a judgement? Who did so in 5th C Athenian society?

Activity 2
Hecuba uses her recollection of what she has seen and heard of seafaring to describe how sailors respond to storms at sea of different degrees of violence (lines 26-33).
Either recreate, in words or as a drawing, a picture that Hecuba might have seen and from which she was able to imagine the scenarios she presents. 
Or create a completely different pair of scenarios that might also have served to illustrate Hecuba’s point.

Activity 3
Imagine the Assembly of all the Greeks at the ships on the beach of Troy at which the fate of Astyanax is being discussed: write a speech either presenting Odysseus’ argument demanding the death of Astyanax or a speech delivered in response to that of Odysseus.

…contd/


Activity 4
Consider how accurately what is depicted in the GCSE extract of ‘The Trojan Women’ may correspond to the plight of contemporary female victims of war. Which elements particularly resonate with members of the class and why? A viewing of the film ‘Queens of Syria’ in which Syrian women refugees put on a production of ‘Trojan Women’ might be instructive: -
https://www.trojanwomenproject.org/queens-of-syria-film#:~:text=Queens%20of%20Syria%20(the%20documentary,them%20had%20ever%20acted%20before

Activity 5
Read the next scenes of the play: a translation by Cecilia Luschnig on the Diotima website can be found here: https://diotima-doctafemina.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Trojan-WomenR.pdf - how do the actions in these scenes of either Hecubas or Talthybius reflect how they are presented by Euripides within the GCSE extract?

Activity 6
Read the account of Hector’s meeting with Andromache and Astyanax in Homer Iliad 6.394ff. In this account we witness the interaction of Hector and Andromache as husband and wife, and we hear Hector express his fears for what might happen to his wife after his death. Pupils should consider the ways in which the GCSE extract makes use of Homer: -
a. Does Andromache’s interaction with her husband reflect the principles she claims at the start of the GCSE extract that she has put into practice in her relationship with him? 
b. To what degree does the scene from Trojan Women present the realisation of the situation that Hector shudders to imagine in Iliad bk.6?
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