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How Arion was saved by a dolphin
The Cithara-player, Arion, after spending a long time at the court of Periander, the tyrant of Corinth, desired to sail to Italy and to Sicily. When he had made a large amount of money by working, he wanted to return back to Corinth. Indeed he had now set out from Tarentum, trusting in nobody other than Corinthians, and had hired a ship of Corinthian men. But at sea they began to plot to throw Arion overboard and to have his money. But when he realised this, he started to plead, handing over his money to them and begging for his life. However he certainly did not persuade them, but the sailors ordered him either to kill himself so as to gain a tomb on land, or to leap very speedily into the sea. Forced into a state of helplessness, Arion begged them to allow him after taking up position in all his finery to sing on the stern seats. After he had sung he promised that he would do away with himself.
But they, because joy came over them if they were about to hear the best singer of mankind, moved away from the stern to the middle of the ship. He, clothed in all his finery and taking up his cithara, stood on the stern seats and performed a high-pitched song. As the song was coming to an end he hurled himself into the sea just as he was along with all his finery. And whilst they sailed away to Corinth, a dolphin, so they say, took Arion up and carried him away to Taenarum. After he got off he made his way to Corinth with his finery, and when he had arrived he recounted all that had happened. Periander, in disbelief, kept Arion under guard and did not let him go anywhere, but watched carefully for the sailors. When they were actually present, they were summoned and he asked them if they had anything to say about Arion. When these men said that he was safe wandering around Italy and that they had left him faring well in Tarantum, Arion was revealed to them, just as he was when he leapt overboard. They were thunderstruck and were not able, when cross-examined further, to deny.
The Story of Euenius
There are in Apollonia the sacred sheep of the sun which graze during the days alongside a river, but during nighttime picked men who were the most notable of the citizens in both wealth and lineage, protect them, each one for a year; for the people of Apollonia indeed value these flocks highly as a result of a prophecy. They are penned in a cave far away from the city. There then this man Euenius, after being picked, was on guard.
At some point he had fallen asleep and wolves came into the cave and destroyed approximately sixty of the sheep. But when he noticed he kept it quiet and told nobody, intending to substitute them by buying others. But when the people of Apollonia found out, for these things had not happened without them realising, they brought him to court and condemned him to be deprived of his sight.
When they had blinded Euenius, immediately afterwards neither did the sheep produce young for them nor, in the same way, did the land bear any produce.
They enquired both at Dodona and at Delphi about the cause of their current misfortune, and the gods replied as follows: “unjustly did you deprive the guard of the sacred flocks, Euenius, of his sight. For it was us who set the wolves on them, and we shall not stop taking vengeance before such time as you pay the just recompense to that man which ever he chooses and considers right. When this is accomplished we ourselves shall give to Euenius a gift of such a kind that many people will consider him happy for having it.”
But the people of Apollonia kept these oracular responses secret and they appointed putting them into practice as a task to some people. These men put them into practice for them as follows: when Euenius was sitting on a seat, they came up to him and sat down beside him, made conversation about other matters until they ended up sympathising with his suffering. In this way they, gradually leading him on, began to ask him what compensation he would choose if the people of Apollonia wished to promise to pay him just recompense for the things that had been done.
He had not heard the prophecy and made his choice by saying that if some land which was the finest of that in Apollonia were given to him, and, in addition to that, a dwelling which he knew to be the finest of those in the city, he would hereafter be free of resentment, and that this compensation would be sufficient. He said this, but those sitting beside him replied and said, “Euenius, this is the compensation that the people of Apollonia pay in full for your blindness in accordance with the oracular responses which have been made.”
In response to this he was indignant, at that moment when he found out the whole story, on the grounds that he had been cheated. They however gave to him the things which he chose. After this straightaway he gained a naturally-inspired prophetic power, and as a result also became renowned.

Respect for Suppliants Enforced by an Oracle
In fear of the Persians, Pactyes had come to Cyme on the run. Mazares sent messengers to Cyme, ordering them to hand over Pactyes. But the people of Cyme decided to go to consult the god at Branchidae for advice. For there was in that place an oracle established from antiquity, which all the Ionians and Aeolians were accustomed to consult. Therefore the people of Cyme sent legates to the oracle and asked what kind of thing they should do concerning Pactyes if they were going to please the gods. As they asked these things an oracular response was made for them to hand over Pactyes to the Persians.
When the people of Cyme heard this they were eager to hand him over; but whilst the majority were eager for this, Aristodicus, a notable man of the townsfolk, restrained the people of Cyme from doing these things, as he did not believe the oracular response and thought that the oracular legates had not reported accurately. In response to this, in order to put a question for the second time about Pactyes, other oracular legates of whom Aristodicus was one went off.
When they arrived at Branchidae, on behalf of them all Aristodicus consulted the oracle asking the following. “O Lord, Pactyes the Lydian came to us as a suppliant, fleeing from a violent death at the hands of the Persians. And they, giving an order, required the people of Cyme to hand him over. We fear the power of the Persians but have not dared until now to hand him over until such time as your response has been revealed accurately to us as to which action we are to take.” 
This is what he asked: but the god again revealed the same oracular response, instructing them to hand over Pactyes to the Persians. In response to this Aristodicus deliberately did the following: he went round the temple in a circle and he removed the sparrows, and as many other types of birds as had been hatched in the temple.
Whilst he was doing this, a voice occurred from the inner sanctuary saying as follows: “O most impious of men, why do you dare to do these things? Are you uprooting my suppliants from the temple?” Aristodicus, not at all disconcerted, said in response to this: “O Lord, you yourself give help to suppliants in this manner, but the people of Cyme you order to surrender their suppliant.” Again the god responded to these words: “Yes, indeed, I do order them to: so that for sure you men, as you have acted impiously, may be destroyed more quickly: so that you do not hereafter come to the oracular shrine concerning the handing over of suppliants.” 
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