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OCR ANTHOLOGY FOR CLASSICAL GREEK GCSE 2027-2028

Student activities - Odyssey 10
Activity 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ask the students to retell the whole narrative of the Circe episode in the third person, in as few words as possible (perhaps 100 words). Then use this as a starting point to think about the ways in which Homer has elaborated on the story, and what effect this has on the way in which the audience responds to the story.

Activity 2
Ask the students to produce a list of ten different fixed epithets which are used to describe various nouns or objects in the set text. Then ask them to discuss what the inclusion of each of them may add to the narrative. 
For example they might pick μεγαλήτορος Εὐρυλόχοιο from line 5, and might say that the description of Eurylochus as ‘great-hearted’ by Odysseus creates a false expectation that he is going to be a strong leader of his band of men, an expectation that is to be overturned, when he fails to take the lead on arrival at Circe’s house (a vacuum which Polites fills), before slipping away after observing them going in and being turned into pigs. Or they might argue that it shows Odysseus is a poor judge of character, given that it is he that describes Eurylochus as ‘great-hearted’.

Activity 3
There are two visual depictions of Circe on page 61 of the textbook, one ancient, and one modern. Ask students to pick one of these, or to research a depiction of Circe by another ancient or modern artist, and discuss the extent to which she is depicted similarly or differently from her portrayal in Homer. What aspects of her character does the artist choose to focus on?


Activity 4
Ask students to rewrite the story from Circe’s perspective. Any that are interested may of course read Madeline Miller’s novel, Circe, for a fully developed account told from this very different perspective.

Activity 5
Get students to read the rest of Odyssey books 9 and 10. What picture of Odysseus emerges from these books? Is the image of him as a hero across the various adventures consistent with the one that emerges of him from the Circe episode?
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