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Aristophanes, Birds
Student activities
Activity 1
· Create a section-by-section summary of the set text (it is worth covering the whole play, though some may prefer simply to cover those sections required for examination); an example is done for you.
· This is primarily designed to help you remember the overall sense and shape of the play in preparation for the essay question. 
· Part of the value of this exercise is for you to work out for yourself where natural divisions between different parts of the play fall; sometimes this will be obvious.
· The number of rows is completely arbitrary – students should feel free to add as many more as they like or delete unnecessary ones!

	Lines

	Summary


	1-48
	Euelpides and Peisetaerus are introduced –  they explain why they have followed their birds to leave Athens (to avoid taxes and law-courts). One of their birds seems to have found something…

	
	



	
	



	
	



	
	



	
	



	
	



	
	




	
	



	
	



	
	





Activity 2: The Birds in context
Listen to the following episode of the BBC series In Our Time on Ancient Greek Comedy: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p003c1d3
Make notes on the broader context and content of comedy: how does the Birds differ from the more general picture presented here? What are its distinctive features against the backdrop of its literary and cultural context?

Activity 3: Aristophanes and Socrates
(a) Read Plato’s Symposium (or simply the speech of Aristophanes from it) – any translation will do (one version can be found on the Perseus website here: https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=plat.+sym.+172a – helpfully, you can also practice your Greek by looking at the original!). 
How does this help us understand Aristophanes’ work or its place in Athenian society? (Obviously this is a complex literary work in its own right!).
(b) It is potentially worthwhile remembering that Socrates (at least according to Plato) seems to partly blame Aristophanes’ presentation of Socrates in the Clouds for his condemnation. Read the Clouds and think about the following questions:
a. Whose side are you on, and why?
b. Are there two different sides here?! Both Aristophanes and Socrates made names for themselves through questioning and criticism of the way power worked in ancient Athens… Why should they seem to be in conflict with each other?
c. Do comedy and philosophy have different aims and objectives? Where do they coincide and where do they differ?

Activity 4: Costume Design Challenge
Design a costume sketch for one of the bird chorus members, explaining how your design choices reflect the themes, humour, and practical staging needs described in the text. Compare your design with vase painting evidence or modern adaptations. Some examples from ancient vases can be found here:
· https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/G_1842-0728-787
· https://www.flickr.com/photos/erint/2655048089

Activity 5: Class Debate
‘Is Peisetaerus a hero of freedom or a tyrant in disguise?’ 
Divide the class into two groups to prepare opposing sides of this debate; focus on specific evidence from the text to support arguments for your case.
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