Tips for Success
How to Succeed in this Class
A. Actively Participate in All Classes
1) Ask questions, especially if you do not understand a concept or method.
2) Avoid distractions in class like texting, browsing on the Internet, conversing with colleagues, etc. 
3) Read the text readings in advance of the class so that the class session becomes a time for learning the material not just a time for you to hear it for the first time. 
4) Tale good class notes and review your notes as soon as possible after the class, highlighting important points and adding or correcting what your notes may have missed.
B. Study and Take All Exams
1) Understand the concepts of the course especially ideas and terms covered in class. This means more than memorizing the vocabulary words. Knowing dictionary definitions (i.e., Key Terms) is a start and the Vocabulary Building will help. However,  be sure to understand the context of the concepts and their associations. (Note: multiple-choice tests will often rephrase words and ideas to make sure that students understand the basic concepts and are not just repeating ideas by rote memory.)
2) Use effective study strategies: space out your study sessions over the time.
3) Be familiar with the handouts assigned and know the extra ideas and information they contain.
4) Be able to do the exercises that were assigned or practiced in class.
5) Thoroughly review the Key Terms and Key Questions at the end of the chapters 
C. Submit All Assignments On Time and in the Proper Form
1) Carefully follow the instructions on all assignments.
2) Manage your time so that you complete the assignment on time.
3) Ask questions if anything is unclear about an assignment (either personally or in person with the instructor).
4)  Consult with the instructor if you have difficulties with an assignment.
D. Get Interested!
1) Assume an attitude to the material that is open to new ideas and information. Once you have a grasp of new ideas and information, use critical thinking to reflect on them.
2) Follow up your own interests and questions about the subject matter and ask the instructor about them.
3) If a concept or idea is unclear, do your own research (by additional reading, problem solving, or consultation with other students) about it.
E. Honor academic integrity!
1) Learn and practice careful documentation of ideas and sources of material.
2) Diligent students do their own work and reap the benefits!
F. A final thought: Learning involves exposure to new ideas and habits of thinking. This takes time, practice, and willingness to entertain ideas, attitudes, and behaviors that are different from your own. Resolve to make the best of this class and you will get the best out of it!
Tips for Reading the Textbook
A. Be aware that the textbook presents the information, ideas, and methods of studying religion in a different way that most books. The chapters pose problems for understanding religion in today’s world. Then it offers and evaluates different solutions to these problems. 
B. The “critical thinking approach” is meant to help you think through the information, ideas, and methods presented in the textbook. It encourages  active learning instead of passive memorization
C. To begin your study, read the overview in the Student Study Guide.
D.  Scan the chapter and its heading,  paying attention to the problems outlined and the flow of ideas (argumentation). Note those things in the summary that you do not understanding. 
E. Do not try to digest a whole chapter at once. The chapters are divided into sections for study.
F. The key theories of religious studies are presented in each chapter under the headings of “Investigation” and “Concluding Proposal. ” 
G. Typically, a theory or set of theories is presented followed by an evaluation. Be sure to get a grasp of the theory to be ready for a fair and insightful evaluation. 
H. Make use of the helps given: the Key Terms and Key Questions (at the end of chapters), the  textboxes and tables in the chapters, and the Glossary(at the end of the book).
I. For further study, see the Bibliography as well as the Index. 

