Messaging about whole-year assessments 

	An example of a year-group assembly: an approach that focuses on the opportunity for growth, specific guidance and a framework for understanding emotions

	Year 7, I’m here because my role as your head of year is to talk to you about things that affect the whole year group. In three weeks’ time, you’ll all be doing end-of-year assessments, and I’m telling you about them now so that you know a bit more about them and can understand what they involve.
End-of-year assessments take place in each of your subjects. Your teachers will give you a piece of work to do on your own. Your teacher will mark this: your answers will show your teacher what you understand well, and what you need more help with. This means that your teacher can give you feedback, which will help you with your learning.
These assessments are an important part of how we help you understand how to make progress. We expect you to take them seriously, because we know that you want to do well in your schoolwork.
Your teachers will be explaining to you what sorts of question will be in the assessments, and they’ll be showing you how to prepare. You don’t need to do anything at this stage other than go home and take a lead in your learning by telling your families about them. If your families have any questions about the assessments, tell them that I’ll be sending an email to explain, just as I have explained to you.
Now, as you’ll know from our PSHE lessons, it’s natural to feel worried or uneasy about moments when you feel other people will be judging what you are doing. Some of you might be feeling that way now. You might be feeling nervous because you’ve heard other people saying they get stressed about exams, or maybe you just feel a bit uneasy because this is something unfamiliar that you haven’t done before. 
Your form tutors will be checking in with you about this so there’s an opportunity to discuss how you’re feeling. You can also get advice or support if you need it. As you know, I always like to hear from you individually – so, if this is something you’d like to ask me about, just let me know and we’ll have a chat.


[bookmark: _GoBack]
© Bloomsbury Education 2025

