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Virgil, Aenied IV – Lines 1-128, 259-396, 416-503, 529-629 
Student activities
Activity 1
Research the history of the Dido narrative.
Virgil’s account of her relationship with Aeneas is well-known, but he was not the first ancient author to write about her. Within the limits of our knowledge, consider how Virgil has taken the story of Dido and used it within the Aeneid.
Activity 2
Listen to Purcell’s opera, Dido and Aeneas. 
How does Purcell’s music reflect Virgil’s narrative and your own emotional response to the story.
Activity 3
Dido and Aeneas have been depicted in art throughout the centuries.
Select an example and explain what you like about the depiction and how it interacts with the text of Virgil, Aeneid IV.
Examples include the mosaic at Low Ham Roman Villa in Somerset, and Turner’s Dido and Aeneas. Images can easily be found online.
Activity 4
Research the context of Aeneid Book IV:
· The context of its composition in the age of Augustus.
· The context of the conflict between Rome and Carthage – the Punic Wars.
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