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Virgil, Aenied IV – Lines 1-128, 259-396, 416-503, 529-629
Study questions
Question 1
Lines 1-128.
How does Virgil present Dido’s emotional state at the beginning of Book IV? 
Consider her dialogue, imagery, and the similes used. What literary techniques convey her internal conflict and intensifying passion for Aeneas?

Question 2
Lines 1-128.
Examine the role of Anna in lines 31-53.
How does Anna’s speech influence Dido’s decision-making? What arguments does she use? How do her arguments reflect Roman values of Virgil’s own day.

Question 3
Lines 1-128.
Discuss the use and significance of divine influence in this passage
How do Venus and Juno manipulate events in this section of the poem? What does this suggest about fate versus free will?

Question 4
Lines 1-128.
Is the tragedy foreshadowed in the opening lines of Book IV?
Identify examples of ominous tone, diction, or narrative hints that suggest the future consequences of Dido’s love for Aeneas.

Question 5
Lines 259-396.
What role does Mercury play in reminding Aeneas of his duty?
Examine the tone and content of Mercury’s speech (line 265-276). How does Virgil contrast Aeneas’ current life in Carthage with his divine mission?

Question 6
Line 259-396.
How is Aeneas portrayed in this section?
What internal conflicts does he experience, and how does he handle them? How does Virgil use the Roman concept of pietas in these lines?

Question 7
Lines 259-396.
What do Aeneas’ actions to this stage in the Book reveal of his leadership skills and style?
Consider particularly his interactions with his men and the secrecy of his preparations for departure. Is Aeneas acting honourably or deceptively?

Question 8
Lines 259-396.
Analyse Dido’s discovery of Aeneas’s plans.
How does Virgil build tension in this moment? What narrative techniques are employed to portray Dido’s sense of betrayal and emotional turmoil.

Question 9
Lines 416-503.
How does Virgil present Dido’s emotional response to Aeneas’ planned departure?
Examine her rhetorical techniques and tone in lines 416-447. How does she attempt to persuade or shame Aeneas into staying?

Question 10
Lines 416-503.
Discuss Aeneas’ response to Dido in lines 450-470.
How does he justify his actions, and what does this reveal about his sense of duty – pietas – versus his personal feelings?

Question 11
Lines 416-503.
Explore the theme of fate in this passage.
How does Aeneas refer to destiny and divine will in his explanation to Dido? To what extent is he a passive instrument of fate?

Question 12
Lines 416-503.
How is the tragic inevitability of Dido’s fate foreshadowed in these lines?
Identify specific phrases or images that suggest the emotional and narrative consequences of the confrontation between Dido and Aeneas.

Question 13
Lines 529-629.
How does Virgil use imagery and symbolism in this passage to convey Dido’s emotional turmoil?
Look closely at the references to darkness, omens, and madness. How do these contribute to the tragic atmosphere?

Question 14
Lines 529-629.
What does Dido’s speech in this section reveal about her transformation as a character?
Compare her tone and language here with earlier in Book IV. How has she changed, and what emotions dominate her final speech?

Question 15
Lines 529-629.
Discuss the political and historical implications of Dido’s curse.
How might Roman audiences have interpreted her words in light of Rome’s later conflict with Carthage? 
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