Chronology of European Union History

	Year
	Month
	Description

	1939–45
	
	Second World War

	1944
	July 
	Bretton Woods conference

	1945
	May
	End of the war in Europe

	1946
	March
	Churchill’s ‘iron curtain’ speech

	· 
	September
	Churchill’s ‘United States of Europe’ speech

	1947
	March
	Announcement of Truman Doctrine

	· 
	June
	George Marshall’s speech at Harvard

	1948
	January
	Benelux customs union enters into force

	· 
	March 
	Brussels Treaty creates Western Union

	
	April 
	Launch of the Marshall Plan; first meeting of OEEC

	· 
	May 
	Congress of Europe meets in The Hague

	· 
	June
	Start of Berlin blockade

	· 
	October
	Creation of European Movement

	1949
	April
	Signature of North Atlantic Treaty, and creation of NATO

	· 
	May 
	Creation of Council of Europe; end of Berlin blockade; creation of Federal Republic of Germany

	1950
	May
	Schuman Declaration

	1951
	April 
	Signature of Treaty of Paris

	1952
	May
	Signature of the European Defence Community treaty

	· 
	August
	European Coal and Steel Community begins work

	1953
	March
	Plans announced for European Political Community

	1954
	May
	French defeat in Indochina

	· 
	August
	Collapse of plans for European Defence Community and European Political Community

	· 
	October
	Creation of Western European Union

	1955
	May
	Creation of Warsaw Pact

	1956
	May
	Opening of discussions on what would become the EEC

	· 
	Oct–Dec
	Suez crisis

	1957
	March
	Signature of Treaties of Rome

	1958
	January
	Treaties of Rome enter into force

	
	February
	Benelux Economic Union

	1960
	January
	Signature of Stockholm Convention creating European Free Trade Association

	
	December
	OEEC becomes Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development

	1961
	August
	Work begins on construction of the Berlin Wall

	
	
	First British application for EEC membership (vetoed by de Gaulle January 1963)

	1962
	October
	Cuban missile crisis

	1963
	January
	De Gaulle vetoes British membership of EEC

	1965
	April
	Signature of Merger Treaty

	
	July
	Empty chair crisis begins

	1966
	January
	Empty chair crisis ends with Luxembourg Compromise

	1967
	May
	Second British application for EEC membership (vetoed by de Gaulle in November)

	1968
	April
	Beginning of Prague Spring

	
	July
	Agreement of common external tariff for EEC

	1969
	September
	Third British application for EEC membership (accepted)

	
	December
	EEC leaders agree principle of economic and monetary union

	1970
	October
	Launch of European Political Cooperation

	1971
	August
	US abandons dollar/gold convertibility; end of Bretton Woods system

	1972
	April
	Launch of ‘snake in the tunnel’

	1973
	January
	Britain, Denmark, and Ireland join EEC, taking membership to nine

	1974
	December
	Creation of European Council

	1975
	January
	Launch of European Regional Development Fund

	
	March
	First meeting of European Council

	1979
	March
	Launch of the European Monetary System

	
	June
	First direct elections to European Parliament

	1981
	January
	Greece joins Community

	1985
	January
	Jacques Delors becomes president of the Commission; first burgundy European passports issued

	
	June
	Signature of Schengen Agreement; Community adopts Council of Europe flag of 12 gold stars on blue background

	1986
	January
	Portugal and Spain join Community, taking membership to twelve

	
	February
	Signature of Single European Act (SEA); Danish referendum supports SEA

	1987
	May
	Danish referendum supports the SEA

	
	July
	Single European Act enters into force

	
	Sept-Dec
	Collapse of communist governments in eastern Europe; fall of Berlin Wall

	1989
	April
	Announcement of Delors three-stage plan to monetary union

	
	November
	Breakout of Velvet Revolution in Czechoslovakia

	1990
	June
	Signature of second Schengen Agreement

	
	July
	Launch of Stage I of preparations for European single currency

	
	August
	Iraqi invasion of Kuwait

	
	October
	German reunification; East Germany becomes part of EEC

	1991
	February
	Ground war in Kuwait/Iraq

	
	April
	Creation of European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

	
	June
	Slovenia and Croatia declare independence; outbreak of war in Yugoslavia

	1992
	February
	Signature of Treaty on European Union (Maastricht treaty)

	
	June
	Danish referendum rejects Maastricht

	
	16 Sept 
	Black Wednesday (when Britain withdrew from the ERM)

	
	31 Dec
	Completion of European single market

	1993
	May
	 Second Danish referendum accepts Maastricht

	· 
	June
	Agreement of Copenhagen conditions

	· 
	November
	Treaty on European Union enters into force

	1994
	January
	Creation of European Economic Area; launch of Stage II of preparations for European single currency

	
	November
	Norway rejects EU membership for second time

	1995
	January
	Austria, Finland and Sweden join the EU, taking membership to 15

	
	March
	Schengen Agreement enters into force

	· 
	December
	Planned European single currency is named the euro

	· 
	
	Dayton Peace Accords end war in Yugoslavia

	1997
	October
	Signature of Treaty of Amsterdam

	1998
	June
	Creation of European Central Bank

	1999
	January
	Launch of the euro as electronic currency

	
	May
	Treaty of Amsterdam enters into force

	2000
	January 
	Launch of Stage III of preparations for European single currency

	
	March
	Agreement of the Lisbon Strategy

	
	December
	Proclamation of Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU

	2001
	February
	Signature of Treaty of Nice

	· 
	June
	Irish referendum rejects Nice

	· 
	September
	Terrorist attacks in the US

	2002
	January
	Euro coins and banknotes begin circulating

	
	March
	First meeting of the Convention on the Future of Europe

	
	October
	Second Irish referendum accepts Nice

	2003
	February
	Treaty of Nice enters into force; large anti-war demonstrations in major European cities

	· 
	March
	Launch of US-led invasion of Iraq

	2004
	March
	Terrorist bombings in Madrid

	· 
	May
	Ten mainly eastern European states join the EU, taking membership to 25

	· 
	October
	Signature of Treaty Establishing a Constitution for Europe

	2005
	May–June
	French and Dutch voters reject the constitutional treaty

	· 
	July
	Terrorist bombings in London 

	2007

	January
	Bulgaria and Romania join the EU, taking membership to 27

	
	April-Aug
	Breaking of global financial crisis

	· 
	December
	Signature of Treaty of Lisbon

	2008
	June 
	Irish referendum rejects Lisbon 

	2009
	 October
	Second Irish referendum accepts Lisbon; Greek admission of budget deficit marks beginning of crisis in eurozone

	· 
	November
	Treaty of Lisbon enters into force

	
	December
	First President of the European Council takes office

	
	
	Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU comes into force

	2010
	December
	Anti-government protests in Tunisia set off the Arab Spring

	2011
	March
	Breaking of the Syrian civil war

	
	December
	Adoption of ‘sixpack’ measures on financial stability

	2012
	March
	All but two EU states adopt fiscal compact 

	
	September
	European Stability Mechanism comes into force

	· 
	December
	EU awarded Nobel Peace Prize 

	2013
	January
	Fiscal compact comes into force

	
	July
	Croatia joins the EU, taking membership to 28

	
	October
	Launch of European Stability Mechanism

	2014
	February
	Russian occupation of Crimea

	
	May
	European Parliament elections result in gains for populist parties

	2015
	January
	Lithuania becomes 19th EU member state to adopt the euro

	
	Summer
	Peak of the Syrian refugee crisis

	2016
	June
	British voters opt to leave the European Union

	
	November
	Donald Trump elected president of the United States

	2019
	May
	European Parliament elections result in gains for pro- and anti-EU parties 

	2020
	January
	UK formally leaves the EU, reducing membership to 27

	
	March
	World Health Organization declares Covid-19 pandemic

	2021
	April
	Opening of Conference on the Future of Europe

	2022
	February
	Russian invasion of Ukraine

	
	October
	Launch of European Political Community 

	2023
	January
	Croatia becomes 20th EU member state to adopt the euro

	
	October
	Outbreak of Israel-Hamas war

	2025
	January
	Donald Trump returns to office as president of the United States












