Edwards Web Activities 
(formerly in the book, now on companion website)

Chapter 2

WEB ACTIVITIES

1.	Go to the US Department of Justice Office of Legal Counsel (OLC) Opinions page (www.justice.gov/olc/opinions). This is where DOJ attorneys publish memoranda on the legality of presidential actions. How long does it take you to find an opinion that concludes the president may ignore a statute or demand for action the OLC considers unconstitutional?
2.	The Federalist Papers no. 67–77 consist of Alexander Hamilton’s views of the presidency and executive power. These essays are available here: www.congress.gov/resources/display/content/The+Federalist+Papers. Can you identify examples where Hamilton’s theory of executive power have become obsolete? How much of his analysis is applicable to the modern presidency?
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WEB EXERCISES
1.	Examine the 2024 state delegate counts for both the Republican and the Democratic nomination processes (www.thegreenpapers.com/P24) and evaluate the allocations for more Republican states (Texas, Utah, South Carolina) and more Democratic states (California, New York, Illinois). Do the differences in the percentage of total delegates each state has for the Republican and Democratic contests seem material to you? Can you propose a different allocation formula?
2.	Compare the social media feeds of candidates running in 2020 (you can do a search on Twitter or Instagram). How did the candidates’ use of these communication channels differ?
3.	Examine the fundraising history of primary candidates in the last few election cycles (https://www.opensecrets.org/presidential-elections). Can you conclude anything about the fate of contenders using these data? What lessons do you apply given what occurred in 2020 (for the Democratic primary) or 2024 (for the Republican primary)?
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WEB EXERCISES
1. Go to www.whitehouse.gov/remarks/2025/01/the-inaugural-address/ Did President Trump set expectations too high with his promises?
2. Select a prominent issue that interests you. Search www.gallup.com/home.spx or www.pewresearch.org/topics/politics-policy/ to find out where the public stands on the issue. Then go to www.whitehouse.gov to see where the president stands on that issue. Does the president’s stand match that of a majority of the public? If not, should the president change his policy to be consistent with public opinion?
3. Check the president’s public approval since he took office at news.gallup.com/poll/203198/presidential-approval-ratings-donald-trump.aspx?g_source=link_newsv9&g_campaign=item_245567&g_medium=copy. Given the discussion in this chapter, why does the president have this level of public support? How do you explain the fluctuations during his presidency?
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WEB EXERCISES
1. Go to www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/. On how many topics does the president communicate in a typical day? Would it serve the president better if he focused his speeches, remarks, statements, and releases on only high priority issues?
2. Choose an issue that has been on the White House’s agenda for some months and determine the president’s stand on the policy. Then go to some major polling sites, such as www.gallup.com, www.pewresarch.org, and ropercenter.cornell.edu, and search for public opinion on the issue. Has public opinion followed the president’s lead?
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WEB QUESTIONS
1. Read some White House press releases and briefings for reporters at www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/. Notice the give-and-take between the press secretary and the journalists. Is the press secretary trying to “spin” the news? Are the questions the reporters ask fair?
2. Go to www.pewresearch.org/topic/news-habits-media/, a site of the Pew Research Center. Use the stories and data there to determine which news sources people use. How does this usage vary by age? Are these sources sufficient to fully inform people about government and public policy? How much bias do people see in news coverage? How are these perceptions related to party identification?

Chapter 8
<eoc-a>Web Exercises</eoc-a>
<eoc-nl>
1.	The American Presidency Project at the University of California, Santa Barbara maintains a searchable index of Trump’s tweets from 2015 to 2021 at https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/app-categories/twitter?page=1. One way of understanding the president’s tweets is that they allow him to communicate directly with the public with no intermediate filters. Working through a series of presidential tweets, can you identify those staff might have objected to if they had the opportunity to filter? What do you conclude about the importance (or lack thereof) of trying to monitor presidential communications?
2.	Here are some links to online versions of presidential schedules (others are available online if you search for them by president):
a.	Obama: https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog#today
b.	Reagan: https://reaganlibrary.gov/digital-library/daily-diary
c. 	Trump (November 2018-February 2019): https://embed.documentcloud.org/documents/5720284-Axios-President-Donald-Trump-Private-Schedules/. 
Examine a sample of schedules; how much time do presidents devote to substantive policy meetings? How much to symbolic and public activities? When do presidents have time to analyze or deliberate on issues and policy? What can you conclude about how presidents spend their time?
3.	The American Presidency Project shows total employment in the White House as far back as Coolidge. The data (www.presidency.ucsb.edu/data/eop.php) show the number of staff in recent years is lower than it was in the 1970s. Is it possible the staff is too small to effectively carry out the president’s responsibilities? What would be the advantages and disadvantages to increasing the size of the staff?
</eoc-nl>
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WEB EXERCISES
1. Go to the White House website (www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/). Look at the wide range of issues with which the president must deal in just one week. How much can one person know about all these issues? Is there a way for presidents to be better informed?
2. Go to the White House website (www.whitehouse.gov) and type in a policy area that interests you (such as “education,” “defense,” or “health”) in the search box. How might the president’s decisions on the issue have been different had there been no previous commitments restraining him? Were these previous commitments aids or hindrances to good policy?
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WEB EXERCISES
1. On January 24, 2003, President George W. Bush signed legislation that created the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), the largest department created since 1947. The department’s mission is to secure the homeland, and Congress created the department to better coordinate the nation’s homeland defenses and to emphasize the war on terrorism among the diverse roles of the department’s component agencies. Go to the department’s website at www.dhs.gov to learn more about DHS. Then choose areas of DHS responsibility such as securing nuclear power plants or containers arriving by ship and search the Internet to determine whether you are satisfied with DHS’s performance.
2. From the United States Government Manual (www.usgovernmentmanual .gov), you can obtain a good sense of how the executive branch is organized and some of the implications of the organization of the executive branch for implementing policy. For example, click on the Department of Agriculture. Note that in addition to supporting agricultural research and directly aiding farmers, the department has responsibilities in nutrition, food safety, education, housing, civil rights, conservation, and international trade—areas also covered by other agencies and departments. Go to the United States Government Manual and list services you might not expect in at least three departments. Then try to determine how well policy in these areas is coordinated in the federal government.
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WEB EXERCISES
1. One measure of presidential influence is the extent to which presidents can get Congress to enact bills they support. Go to www.whitehouse.gov/omb/information-resources/legislative/statements-of-administration-policy/ to determine the president’s position on pending legislation. Follow the legislation to the relevant congressional committee using the www.govtrack.us or www.Congress.gov. Determine whether congressional committees have held hearings, called administration officials to testify, and marked up the bill and sent it to the floors of their respective houses. Of the legislation that reaches the floor, for which do you think the White House will lobby hardest? Predict whether the president will be successful in passing legislation he supports or stopping legislation he opposes.
2. Every president, including Joe Biden, Donald Trump, Barack Obama, and George W. Bush, takes office articulating a desire for bipartisanship. Go to voteview.com/static/articles/party_polarization/voteview_house_party_means.png and voteview.com/static/articles/party_polarization/voteview_senate_party_means.png. Look at the level of polarization in Congress over time. How much potential is there for President Trump to obtain bipartisanship support for his initiatives? Is he likely to be more successful in some policy areas than in others?
3. One of the hallmarks of the first Trump presidency was the numerous investigations of the president’s actions, his personal finances, and his administration’s policies. Go to www.thirdway.org/primer/2020-thematic-brief-trump-investigations, or www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/05/13/us/politics/trump-investigations.html and review the investigations. The White House’s response was to engage in a long-term strategy to stymie the investigations, refusing to turn over documents or allow administration officials to testify. Is Congress meeting its responsibility to oversee the executive? Should the president be more accommodating to congressional oversight?
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WEB EXERCISES
1. Read the Supreme Court’s decision in United States v. Nixon (1974). Note how the Court denied the president’s claim of executive privilege while at the same time establishing the principle of executive privilege for the first time in a Supreme Court case. Go to www.oyez.org/cases/1973/73–1766. What does the case tell us about the relationship between the judiciary and the president?
2. Examine the Supreme Court’s decision in Bush v. Gore. Go to www.oyez.org/cases/2000/00–949. Should the Court have become involved in the Florida election controversy? If so, why? If not, why not? Do you think the Court’s prestige increased or decreased as a result of the decision in this matter?

Chapter 13
WEB EXERCISES
1. The State Department lists “Treaties and Other International Acts” at www.state.gov/tias. Should some of the executive agreements been made by treaty? Should the Senate have a greater say in approving the country’s international agreements?
2. Select a prominent national security or foreign policy issue (North Korea, Iran, China, Russia, terrorism, trade, Syria, etc.). Track news coverage over time. Is there evidence all administrative officials are speaking with one voice and articulating a consistent message and policy? If not, what do you see as the impediments to central White House control of policy and messaging, and what are the consequences of that inconstancy?

