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Overview
The NPQSEN is part of the Department for Education’s National Professional Qualifications, designed to support SENCOs and school leaders to lead inclusive practice across a whole school. It’s not just about SEND knowledge – it’s about leadership of inclusion.
Funding
· NPQ funding has changed across cohorts. 
· Many recent NPQSEN cohorts have been fully funded for state-funded schools, depending on DfE announcements. 
· Funding is reviewed annually, so it is not guaranteed year-on-year. 
· Where funding is not available, schools should typically expect to pay around £1,000–£1,300 + VAT depending on the provider. 
· Reality check: funding is tightening. Schools need to plan for this becoming a paid CPD route.
Delivery
· NPQSEN is delivered through a blended model, usually including:
· online self-study modules 
· live facilitated sessions (virtual or face-to-face) 
· peer learning groups 
· conferences or launch events 
· in-school application of learning. 
· Most programmes are designed to fit around school life with regular, manageable engagement across the year. 
· Delivery is structured and sequenced, rather than one-off training.
Duration
· Typically 18 months for NPQSEN, with ongoing engagement throughout, followed by a formal assessment window at the end.
Assessment
· Final written assessment (case study based), completed within an 8-day window
· Open-book format 
· Focus is on applying knowledge, not recalling it 
· To pass, participants must:
· engage with the programme 
· complete required learning 
· pass the final assessment. 
Lead providers (national)
These are the organisations approved to design NPQs nationally. They are approved by the DfE and quality assured. 

· Ambition Institute – www.ambition.org.uk 
· UCL Institute of Education – www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe 
· Best Practice Network – www.bestpracticenet.co.uk 
· Education Development Trust – www.educationdevelopmenttrust.com 
· Teach First – www.teachfirst.org.uk 
· Teacher Development Trust – https://tdtrust.org 
· National Institute of Teaching – https://niot.org.uk 
· Church of England Foundation for Educational Leadership – www.cefel.org.uk 
· Leadership Learning South East – www.llse.org.uk
Delivery partners (What schools actually access)
Schools don’t usually work directly with national providers; they access NPQs through Teaching School Hubs and regional delivery partners, for example:
· Central London Teaching School Hub 
· North West London Teaching School Hub 
· Kent Teaching School Hub 
· Five Counties Teaching School Hub Alliance. 

These hubs deliver NPQs locally, often in partnership with lead providers. 

How to apply
· Applications are made via the DfE NPQ portal 
· You select: 
· your preferred lead provider 
· your local delivery partner.
· Many Teaching School Hubs will guide you through this process.
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