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Lesson 22 | Cenotaph commemoration 

Transcript
The Illustrated London News, July 26th 1919

The Glorious Dead: Sir Douglas Haig Saluting
Drawn by Our Special Artist, A. Forestier

Symbolising the true spirit of the peace celebrations: The Cenotaph in 
Whitehall to “the Glorious Dead”- Sir Douglas Haig (left foreground) 
saluting it as he rode by.

The mood of rejoicing over the victorious end of such a war as we have 
gone through was tempered, in thousands of hearts, by the remembrance 
of the dead whose sacrifi ce made the victory possible. These thoughts 
were duly symbolised in the fi ne Cenotaph erected in the middle of 
Whitehall to commemorate the men and women who died in the service 
of their country. The monument embodied the true spirit of the occasion. 
It had been arranged that, as the troops approached it in the procession, 
they should divide into two columns and march past at the salute, those 
on the right with “eyes left”, and those on the left with “eyes right”. 
Owing, however, to a movement of the great crowd, which there was no 
time to alter, there was no space left on the right of the Cenotaph, and 
the procession passed without dividing. The memorial, designed by Sir 
Edwin Lutyens, consisted of a simple pylon 33 ft. high. On either side 
were arranged groups of fl ags. Above the three steps of the base was 
carved: “The Glorious Dead, 1914-1919.” At the top of the column was 
placed an altar containing a brazier. At each corner stood a Guardsman 
with arms reversed.  
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