
5 Year Plan

Use your planning worksheet as a starting point to filling in your 5 year plan.  You will 

likely need to add additional details and make revisions. When you come to a point in 

your plan where you don't know what to do or when there is a step that you don't have 

complete control over, you should plan for an alternative.  For example, what will you 

do if you don't get an internship or job at the time you have in your plan? What is your 

secondary plan?  How do you step off of the main plan and then step back on?  If you are 

planning to go to grad school, what if the program you are really interested in isn't 

recruiting the year you want to apply? What is your alternative plan for that time 

period?   You only need to put details into the secondary and tertiary plans at the 

specific points where you have alternative plans.  No need to develop completely 

different secondary and tertiary plans.  You don't need two or three completely 

different scenarios, you just need to consider your alternatives at major intersections in 

your plan.
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