
 
Horace Odes 

Greek Texts Relevant to the Roman Odes 

 

Ode 3.2.13 

Tyrtaeus Fragment 10.1-2 

τεθνάμεναι γὰρ καλὸν ἐνὶ προμάχοισι πεσόντα 

ἄνδρ᾽ἀγαθὸν περὶ ᾗ πατρίδι μαρνάμενον. 

‘It is a fine thing for a good man who falls in the front rank, fighting for his fatherland, to 

die.’ 

 

Ode 3.4 

Pindar Pythian 1 

 

χρυσέα φόρμιγξ, Ἀπόλλωνος καὶ ἰοπλοκάμων 

σύνδικον Μοισᾶν κτέανον: τᾶς ἀκούει  

 μὲν βάσις, ἀγλαΐας ἀρχά,  

πείθονται δ᾽ ἀοιδοὶ σάμασιν 

ἁγησιχόρων ὁπόταν προοιμίων  

 ἀμβολὰς τεύχῃς ἐλελιζομένα.  

καὶ τὸν αἰχματὰν κεραυνὸν σβεννύεις 5 

ἀενάου πυρός.  εὕδει δ᾽ἀνὰ σκά- 

 πτῳ Διὸς αἰετός, ὠκεῖ- 

 αν πτέρυγ᾽ ἀμφοτέρωθεν χαλάξαις, 

 

ἀρχὸς οἰωνῶν, κελαινῶπιν δ᾽ἐπί οἱ νεφέλαν 

ἀγκύλῳ κρατί, γλεφάρων ἁδὺ κλαΐ- 

 θρον, κατέχευας: ὁ δὲ κνώσσων 

ὑγρὸν νῶτον αἰωρεῖ, τεαῖς 

ῥιπαῖσι κατασχόμενος. καὶ γὰρ βια- 10 

 τὰς Ἄρης, τραχεῖαν ἄνευθε λιπὼν  

ἐγχέων ἀκμάν, ἰαίνει καρδίαν 

κώματι, κῆλα δὲ καὶ δαιμόνων θέλ- 

 γει φρένας, ἀμφί τε Λατοί- 

 δα σοφίᾳ βαθυκόλπων τε Μοισᾶν. 
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ὅσσα δὲ μὴ πεφίληκε Ζεύς, ἀτύζονται βοὰν  

Πιερίδων ἀΐοντα, γᾶν τε καὶ πόν- 

 τον κατ᾽ἀμαιμάκετον, 

ὅς τ᾽ἐν αἰνᾷ Ταρτάρῳ κεῖται, θεῶν πολέμιος,  15 

Τυφὼς ἑκατοντακάρανος: τόν ποτε 

Κιλίκιον θρέψεν πολυώνυμον ἄντρον: νῦν γε μὰν 

ταί θ᾽ὑπὲρ Κύμας ἁλιερκέες ὄχθαι 

Σικελία τ᾽αὐτοῦ πιέζει  

στέρνα λαχνάεντα: κίων δ᾽οὐρανία συνέχει, 

νιφόεσσ᾽ Αἴτνα, πάνετες  20 

χιόνος ὀξείας τιθήνα: 

 

τᾶς ἐρεύγονται μὲν ἀπλάτου πυρὸς ἁγνόταται 

ἐκ μυχῶν παγαί: ποταμοὶ δ᾽ἁμέραισιν  

 μὲν προχέοντι ῥόον καπνοῦ 

αἴθων᾽: ἀλλ᾽ἐν ὄρφναισιν πέτρας 

φοίνισσα κυλινδομένα φλὸξ ἐς βαθεῖ- 

 αν φέρει πόντου πλάκα σὺν πατάγῳ. 

κεῖνο δ᾽Ἁφαίστοιο κρουνοὺς ἑρπετὸν 25 

δεινοτάτους ἀναπέμπει: τέρας μὲν  

 θαυμάσιον προσιδέσθαι, 

 θαῦμα δὲ καὶ παρεόντων ἀκοῦσαι, 

 

οἷον Αἴτνας ἐν μελαμφύλλοις δέδεται κορυφαῖς 

καὶ πέδῳ, στρωμνὰ δὲ χαράσσοισ᾽ἅπαν νῶ- 

 τον ποτικεκλιμένον κεντεῖ. 

εἴη, Ζεῦ, τὶν εἴη ἁνδάνειν, 

ὃς τοῦτ᾽ ἐφέπεις ὄρος, εὐκάρποιο γαί- 30 

 ας μέτωπον, τοῦ μὲν ἐπωνυμίαν 

κλεινὸς οἰκιστὴρ ἐκύδανεν πόλιν 

γείτονα, Πυθιάδος δ᾽ἐν δρόμῳ κά- 

 ρυξ ἀνέειπέ νιν ἀγγέλ- 

 λων Ἱέρωνος ὑπὲρ καλλινίκου 

 

ἅρμασι. ναυσιφορήτοις δ᾽ἀνδράσι πρώτα χάρις 

ἐς πλόον ἀρχομένοις πομπαῖον ἐλθεῖν  

 οὖρον: ἐοικότα γὰρ 

κἀν τελευτᾷ φερτέρου νόστου τυχεῖν. ὁ δὲ λόγος 35 

ταύταις ἐπὶ συντυχίαις δόξαν φέρει 

λοιπὸν ἔσσεσθαι στεφάνοισί νιν ἵπποις τε κλυτὰν 

καὶ σὺν εὐφώνοις θαλίαις ὀνυμαστάν. 

Λύκιε καὶ Δάλου ἀνάσσων  

Φοῖβε, Παρνασσοῦ τε κράναν Κασταλίαν φιλέων, 

ἐθελήσαις ταῦτα νόῳ  40 
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τιθέμεν εὔανδρόν τε χώραν. 

 

ἐκ θεῶν γὰρ μαχαναὶ πᾶσαι βροτέαις ἀρεταῖς,  

καὶ σοφοὶ καὶ χερσὶ βιαταὶ περίγλωσ- 

 σοί τ᾽ἔφυν. ἄνδρα δ᾽ἐγὼ κεῖνον 

αἰνῆσαι μενοινῶν ἔλπομαι  

μὴ χαλκοπάρᾳον ἄκονθ᾽ ὡσείτ᾽ἀγῶ- 

 νος βαλεῖν ἔξω παλάμᾳ δονέων, 

μακρὰ δὲ ῥίψαις ἀμεύσασθ᾽ ἀντίους. 45 

εἰ γὰρ ὁ πᾶς χρόνος ὄλβον μὲν οὕτω  

 καὶ κτεάνων δόσιν εὐθύ- 

 νοι, καμάτων δ᾽ἐπίλασιν παράσχοι. 

 

ἦ κεν ἀμνάσειεν, οἵαις ἐν πολέμοισι μάχαις  

τλάμονι ψυχᾷ παρέμειν᾽, ἁνίχ᾽ εὑρί- 

 σκοντο θεῶν παλάμαις τιμάν, 

οἵαν οὔτις Ἑλλάνων δρέπει, 

πλούτου στεφάνωμ᾽ ἀγέρωχον. νῦν γε μὰν  50 

 τὰν Φιλοκτήταοδίκαν ἐφέπων 

ἐστρατεύθη: σὺν δ᾽ἀνάγκᾳ νιν φίλον 

καί τις ἐὼν μεγαλάνωρ ἔσανεν.  

 φαντὶ δὲ Λαμνόθεν ἕλκει 

 τειρόμενον μεταβάσοντας ἐλθεῖν 

 

ἥρωας ἀντιθέους Ποίαντος υἱὸν τοξόταν: 

ὃς Πριάμοιο πόλιν πέρσεν, τελεύτα- 

 σέν τε πόνους Δαναοῖς, 

ἀσθενεῖ μὲν χρωτὶ βαίνων, ἀλλὰ μοιρίδιον ἦν. 55 

οὕτω δ᾽Ἱέρωνι θεὸς ὀρθωτὴρ πέλοι 

τὸν προσέρποντα χρόνον, ὧν ἔραται καιρὸν διδούς. 

Μοῖσα, καὶ πὰρ Δεινομένει κελαδῆσαι 

πίθεό μοι ποινὰν τεθρίππων.  

 χάρμα δ᾽οὐκ ἀλλότριον νικαφορία πατέρος. 

 ἄγ᾽ἔπειτ᾽Αἴτνας βασιλεῖ  60 

 φίλιον ἐξεύρωμεν ὕμνον: 

 

τῷ πόλιν κείναν θεοδμάτῳ σὺν ἐλευθερίᾳ 

Ὑλλίδος στάθμας Ἱέρων ἐν νόμοις ἔ- 

 κτισσ᾽. ἐθέλοντι δὲ Παμφύλου 

καὶ μὰν Ἡρακλειδᾶν ἔκγονοι 

ὄχθαις ὕπο Ταϋγέτου ναίοντες αἰ- 

 εὶ μένειν τεθμοῖσιν ἐν Αἰγιμιοῦ 

Δωριεῖς. ἔσχον δ᾽Ἀμύκλας ὄλβιοι, 65 
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Πινδόθεν ὀρνύμενοι, λευκοπώλων  

 Τυνδαριδᾶν βαθύδοξοι 

 γείτονες, ὧν κλέος ἄνθησεν αἰχμᾶς. 

 

Ζεῦ τέλει᾽, αἰεὶ δὲ τοιαύταν Ἀμένα παρ᾽ὕδωρ 

αἶσαν ἀστοῖς καὶ βασιλεῦσιν διακρί- 

 νειν ἔτυμον λόγον ἀνθρώπων.  

σύν τοι τίν κεν ἁγητὴρ ἀνήρ, 

υἱῷ τ᾽ἐπιτελλόμενος, δᾶμον γεραί- 70 

 ρων τράποι σύμφωνον ἐς ἁσυχίαν. 

λίσσομαι νεῦσον, Κρονίων, ἅμερον 

ὄφρα κατ᾽οἶκον ὁ Φοίνιξ ὁ Τυρσα- 

 νῶν τ᾽ἀλαλατὸς ἔχῃ,ναυ- 

 σίστονον ὕβριν ἰδὼν τὰν πρὸ Κύμας: 

 

οἷα Συρακοσίων ἀρχῷ δαμασθέντες πάθον, 

ὠκυπόρων ἀπὸ ναῶν ὅ σφιν ἐν πόν- 

 τῳ βάλεθ᾽ἁλικίαν, 

Ἑλλάδ᾽ἐξέλκων βαρείας δουλίας.  ἀρέομαι 75 

πὰρ μὲν Σαλαμῖνος, Ἀθαναίων χάριν, 

μισθόν, ἐν Σπάρτᾳ δ᾽ἀπὸ τᾶν πρὸ Κιθαιρῶνος μαχᾶν, 

ταῖσι Μήδειοι κάμον ἀγκυλότοξοι, 

παρὰ δὲ τὰν εὔυδρον ἀκτὰν  

Ἱμέρα παίδεσσιν ὕμνον Δεινομένευς τελέσαις, 

τὸν ἐδέξαντ᾽ἀμφ᾽ἀρετᾷ, 80 

πολεμίων ἀνδρῶν καμόντων. 

 

καιρὸν εἰ φθέγξαιο, πολλῶν πείρατα συντανύσαις 

ἐν βραχεῖ, μείων ἕπεται μῶμος ἀνθρώ- 

 πων. ἀπὸ γὰρ κόρος ἀμβλύνει 

αἰανὴς ταχείας ἐλπίδας: 

ἀστῶν δ᾽ἀκοὰ κρύφιον θυμὸν βαρύ- 

 νει μάλιστ᾽ἐσλοῖσιν ἐπ᾽ἀλλοτρίοις. 

ἀλλ᾽ὅμως, κρέσσων γὰρ οἰκτιρμοῦ φθόνος, 85 

μὴ παρίει καλά. νώμα δικαίῳ  

 πηδαλίῳ στρατόν: ἀψευ- 

 δεῖ δὲ πρὸς ἄκμονι χάλκευε γλῶσσαν. 

 

εἴ τι καὶ φλαῦρον παραιθύσσει, μέγα τοι φέρεται 

πὰρ σέθεν. πολλῶν ταμίας ἐσσί: πολλοὶ  

 μάρτυρες ἀμφοτέροιςπιστοί. 

εὐανθεῖ δ᾽ἐν ὀργᾷ παρμένων, 

εἴπερ τι φιλεῖς ἀκοὰν ἁδεῖαν αἰ- 90 

 εὶ κλύειν, μὴ κάμνε λίαν δαπάναις: 
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ἐξίει δ᾽ὥσπερ κυβερνάτας ἀνὴρ  

ἱστίον ἀνεμόεν. μὴ δολωθῇς,  

 ὦ φίλε, κέρδεσιν εὐτρά- 

 πλοις: ὀπιθόμβροτον αὔχημα δόξας 

 

οἶον ἀποιχομένων ἀνδρῶν δίαιταν μανύει 

καὶ λογίοις καὶ ἀοιδοῖς: οὐ φθίνει Κροί- 

 σου φιλόφρων ἀρετά: 

τὸν δὲ ταύρῳ χαλκέῳ καυτῆρα νηλέα νόον 95 

ἐχθρὰ Φάλαριν κατέχει παντᾷ φάτις, 

οὐδέ νιν φόρμιγγες ὑπωρόφιαι κοινωνίαν 

μαλθακὰν παίδων ὀάροισι δέκονται. 

τὸ δὲ παθεῖν εὖ πρῶτον ἄθλων:  

εὖ δ᾽ἀκούειν δευτέρα μοῖρ᾽: ἀμφοτέροισι δ᾽ἀνὴρ 

ὃς ἂν ἐγκύρσῃ, καὶ ἕλῃ,  100 

στέφανον ὕψιστον δέδεκται. 

 

Golden lyre, rightful joint possession of Apollo and the violet-haired Muses, to which the 

dance-step listens, the beginning of splendid festivity; and singers obey your notes, 

whenever, with your quivering strings, you prepare to strike up chorus-leading preludes. [5]  

You quench even the warlike thunderbolt of everlasting fire. And the eagle sleeps on the 

sceptre of Zeus, relaxing his swift wings on either side, the king of birds; and you pour down 

a dark mist over his curved head, a sweet seal on his eyelids. Slumbering, he ripples his liquid 

back, [10] under the spell of your pulsing notes.  

Even powerful Ares, setting aside the rough spear-point, warms his heart in repose; your 

shafts charm the minds even of the gods, by virtue of the skill of Leto's son and the deep-

bosomed Muses. But those whom Zeus does not love are stunned with terror when they hear 

the cry of the Pierian Muses, on earth or on the irresistible sea; [15] among them is he who 

lies in dread Tartarus, that enemy of the gods, Typhon with his hundred heads.  

Once the famous Cilician cave nurtured him, but now the sea-girt cliffs above Cumae, and 

Sicily too, lie heavy on his shaggy chest. And the pillar of the sky holds him down, [20] 

snow-covered Aetna, year-round nurse of bitter frost, from whose inmost caves belch forth 

the purest streams of unapproachable fire. In the daytime her rivers roll out a fiery flood of 

smoke, while in the darkness of night the crimson flame hurls rocks down to the deep plain of 

the sea with a crashing roar. [25]  

That monster shoots up the most terrible jets of fire; it is a marvellous wonder to see, and a 

marvel even to hear about when men are present. Such a creature is bound beneath the dark 

and leafy heights of Aetna and beneath the plain, and his bed scratches and goads the whole 

length of his back stretched out against it. Grant that we may be pleasing to you, Zeus, [30] 

you who frequent this mountain, this brow of the fruitful earth, whose namesake city near at 

hand was glorified by its renowned founder, when the herald at the Pythian racecourse 

proclaimed the name of Aetna, announcing Hieron's triumph with the chariot.  
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For seafaring men, the first blessing at the outset of their voyage is a favorable wind; for then 

it is likely that [35] at the end as well they will win a more prosperous homecoming. And that 

saying, in these fortunate circumstances, brings the belief that from now on this city will be 

renowned for garlands and horses, and its name will be spoken amid harmonious festivities. 

Phoebus, lord of Lycia and Delos, you who love the Castalian spring of Parnassus, [40] may 

you willingly put these wishes in your thoughts, and make this a land of fine men.  

All the resources for the achievements of mortal excellence come from the gods; for being 

skillful, or having powerful arms, or an eloquent tongue. As for me, in my eagerness to praise 

that man, I hope that I may not be like one who hurls the bronze-cheeked javelin, which I 

brandish in my hand, outside the course, [45] but that I may make a long cast, and surpass my 

rivals. Would that all of time may, in this way, keep his prosperity and the gift of wealth on a 

straight course, and bring forgetfulness of troubles.  

Indeed he might remember in what kind of battles of war he stood his ground with an 

enduring soul, when, by the gods' devising, they found honor such as no other Greek can 

pluck, [50] a proud garland of wealth. But now he has gone to battle in the manner of 

Philoctetes; and under compulsion even a haughty man fawned on him for his friendship. 

They say that the god-like heroes went to bring from Lemnos that man afflicted with a 

wound, the archer son of Poeas, who sacked the city of Priam and brought an end to the toils 

of the Danaans; [55] he went with a weak body, but it was fated.  

In such a way may a god be the preserver of Hieron for the time that is still to come, giving 

him the opportunity for all he desires. Muse, hear me, and beside Deinomenes sing loud 

praises for the reward of the four-horse chariot. The joy of his father's victory is not alien to 

him. [60] Come, let us devise a friendly song for the king of Aetna, for whom Hieron 

founded that city with god-built freedom, in accordance with the laws of the rule of Hyllus. 

The descendants of Pamphylus, and, truly, of the Heracleidae also, dwelling beneath the cliffs 

of Taÿgetus, are willing to abide forever as Dorians under the ordinances of Aegimius. [65]  

Setting out from Pindus they took Amyclae and prospered, highly renowned neighbors of the 

Tyndaridae with their white horses, and the fame of their spear burst into bloom. Zeus the 

Accomplisher, grant that beside the waters of Amenas the true report of men may always 

assign such good fortune to citizens and kings alike; with your blessing the man who is 

himself the leader, [70] and who instructs his son, may bring honor to the people and turn 

them towards harmonious peace.  

I entreat you, son of Cronus, grant that the battle-shouts of the Carthaginians and Etruscans 

stay quietly at home, now that they have seen their arrogance bring lamentation to their ships 

off Cumae. Such were their sufferings, when they were conquered by the leader of the 

Syracusans—a fate which flung their young men from their swift ships into the sea, [75] 

delivering Hellas from grievous bondage. From Salamis I will win as my reward the gratitude 

of the Athenians, and in Sparta from the battles before Cithaeron—those battles in which the 

Medes with their curved bows suffered sorely; but beside the well-watered bank of the river 

Himeras I shall win my reward by paying my tribute of song to the sons of Deinomenes, [80] 

the song which they earned by their excellence, when their enemies were suffering.  

If you speak in due proportion, twisting the strands of many themes into a brief compass, less 

blame follows from men. For wearying satiety blunts the edge of short-lived expectations, 



 
and what the citizens hear secretly weighs heavy on their spirits, especially concerning the 

merits of others. [85] Nevertheless, since envy is better than pity, do not abandon fine deeds! 

Steer your men with the rudder of justice; forge your tongue on the anvil of truth: if even a 

small spark flies, it is carried along as a great thing when it comes from you. You are the 

guardian of an ample store.  

You have many faithful witnesses of both good and bad. But abide in a blossoming temper, 

[90] and if you are fond of always hearing sweet things spoken of you, do not be too 

distressed by expenses, but, like a steersman, let your sail out to the wind. Do not be 

deceived, my friend, by glib profit-seeking. The loud acclaim of renown that survives a man 

is all that reveals the way of life of departed men to storytellers and singers alike.  

The kindly excellence of Croesus does not perish, [95] but Phalaris, with his pitiless mind, 

who burned his victims in a bronze bull, is surrounded on all sides by a hateful reputation; 

lyres that resound beneath the roof do not welcome him as a theme in gentle partnership with 

the voices of boys. The first of prizes is good fortune; the second is to be well spoken of; but 

a man [100] who encounters and wins both has received the highest garland. 

[Translation by Diane Arnson Svarlien] 

 

 


