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Some Ideas to Think About 

 

Herodotus’ value as an historian 

How should we judge him? What did other writers in the ancient world think about him? Is it 

fair to use the standards of our own time to evaluate him? 

Herodotus’ stylistic techniques 

How does he present his narrative? What is his choice of details or events influenced by? 

How should we regard the speeches? 

Herodotus’ world view 

How does Herodotus think the world works? What are his views on religion, magic and fate? 

Is his view like that of other authors of his time? 

 



 
Xerxes 

How is he represented by Herodotus? How do we think Herodotus could claim to know 

anything about his character? Is he a three-dimensional character or a cardboard cut-out of a 

villainous despot? 

 

 


