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Further Reading 

 

(The Rest of) the Iliad 

The two most recent translations of the Iliad into English are those of Peter Green (2015) 

and Caroline Alexander (2016). Both are verse translations, and are on the whole very 

readable. Green's is on the whole more stylish, while Alexander's is more doggedly faithful to 

the original Greek. 

Two of the most highly-regarded translations of the poem are those of Richmond Lattimore 

(1951) and Richard Fagles (1990). Both authors are excellent poets, though the degree of 

poetic license taken with the original Greek may be helpful to those translating the poem. 

For students who prefer a prose translation of the poem, that of Martin Hammond (1988) is 

excellent – both highly readable and accurate. 

 

Other Primary Sources 

The whole of the Odyssey is worth reading, not only to get a better understanding of Homeric 

style, but also for the reappearance (and reappraisal) of several characters from the Iliad. The 

central figure here is Odysseus, of course, though we also find Nestor (Book 3), Menelaus 

and Helen (Book 4), and the several Greek heroes whom Odysseus meets in the Underworld 

(Book 11). One episode that might be of particular interest to students thinking about 

Achilles' speech in Book 9 of the Iliad is the conversation between Odysseus and the (now-

deceased) Achilles at Od. 11.465ff. 

Another early Greek hexameter poet was Hesiod, whose surviving works include Works and 

Days and Theogony. The Oxford Worlds Classics edition by M. L. West is an excellent 

translation of both poems. The opening of Works and Days includes a reflection of the nature 

of Strife (11ff.), the very same topic that Achilles reflects on in Book 18 of the Iliad 

(18.107ff.). 

Many of the characters from the Iliad reappear in the tragic drama of fifth-century BC 

Athens. The Complete Greek Tragedies (edited by David Grene and Richmond Lattimore) 

provides a very good translation of all extant tragedies across nine volumes. Students may be 

interested in the following tragedies in particular: 

 

Sophocles' Ajax  

Ajax plans to massacre his fellow soldiers having been deprived of the arms of Achilles by 

Odysseus. The goddess Athena, protecting her favourite Odysseus, intervenes to ensure that 



 
Ajax slaughters a flock of sheep instead. A play that reflects on different kinds of heroism, 

the figures of Ajax and Odysseus, and the nature of divine assistance. 

Sophocles' Philoctetes 

The Greeks must retrieve the bow of Hercules from Philoctetes, who has been abandoned on 

the island of Lemnos. Odysseus leads the delegation, accompanied by the son of Achilles, 

Neoptolemus. Odysseus at his most Machiavellian. 

Euripides' Trojan Women 

Follows the fate of the Trojan women after the city of Troy has been sacked by the Greeks. 

Aristotle's Poetics is best known for its reflections on tragedy, though it has plenty to say 

about epic poetry too. 
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Oral Poetry and Composition in Performance 
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E-Resources 

MASSOLIT (massolit.io) produces short video lectures on a range of topics within Classics 

and Ancient History. Many of these will prove useful, especially the courses Homer: Iliad 

by Prof. Richard Jenkyns (Oxford), Homer: Iliad by Prof. Barbara Graziosi (Durham) and 

The World of the Iliad and the Odyssey by Dr Elton Barker (Open University). Access is 

available to subscribing institutions via JCS Online Resources. A 30-day free trial is also 

available. 

 


