
                                  

Subject Guide – Concrete 

 
This Subject Guide is your springboard into resources about concrete in Bloomsbury Architecture – 

ranging from quick definitions and historical and cultural contexts, through to in-depth technical and 

design guidance. 

 

Historical and Cultural Contexts 
The following sections from Sir Banister Fletcher’s Global History of Architecture (21st edn.) provide a 

sample of some key historical moments for the use of concrete, set against cultural, geographical, and 

architectural contexts: 

 Concrete in Republican Rome https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia- 
chapter?docid=b-9781474207768&tocid=b-9781474207768-018#b-9781474207768-018-0000167 

 Imperial Rome and the Roman Empire 
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter? 
docid=b-9781474207768&tocid=b-9781474207768-019#b-9781474207768-019-0000074 

 The birth of reinforced concrete in France, 1830-1914 
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter? 
docid=b-9781474207775&tocid=b-9781474207775-077#b-9781474207775-077-1000184 

 The revival of concrete in the late nineteenth century 
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter? 
docid=b-9781474207775&tocid=b-9781474207775-089#b-9781474207775-089-0000167 

 Building Materials and Techniques - Modernism in Southeast Asia, Australia and Oceania 
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter? 
docid=b-9781474207775&tocid=b-9781474207775-099#b-9781474207775-099-0000053 

 Asmara: Africa’s Modernist City 
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter? 
docid=b-9781474207775&tocid=b-9781474207775-100#b-9781474207775-100-0000 
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 Concrete and Brick in Central and South America, 1920-Present Day 
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter? 
docid=b-9781474207775&tocid=b-9781474207775-101#b-9781474207775-101-0000 
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Technical and Design Guidance 
 Farrelly, L. (2009). Concrete. In Basics Architecture 02: Construction & Materiality (pp. 40–67). 

Lausanne London La Vergne: AVA Publishing SA. 

https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b- 

9781350088849&tocid=b-9781350088849-0000520 
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 Gagg, R. (2012). Stone, brick and concrete. In Basics Interior Architecture 05: Texture + Materials 

(pp. 12–33). Lausanne London: AVA Publishing SA. 

https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b- 

9781350089068&tocid=b-9781350089068-0000114 

 Pomeroy, C. , & Marsh, B. (2014). Concrete. In D. Doran & B. Cather (Ed.). Construction Materials 

Reference Book (pp. 141–158). Abingdon: Routledge. 

https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b- 

9780080940380&tocid=b-9780080940380-chapter14 

 West, M. (2017). The Fabric Formwork Book: Methods for Building New Architectural and 

Structural Forms in Concrete. Abingdon: Routledge. 

https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia?docid=b-9781315675022 

 Yu, M.L. (2014). Monolithic bearing walls – masonry, stone, concrete. In Skins, Envelopes, and 

Enclosures: Concepts for designing building exteriors (pp. 5–60). New York: Routledge. 

https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b- 

9780203785294&tocid=b-9780203785294-chapter1 

 
Quick definitions from the Banister Fletcher Glossary 

 In-situ concrete. (2018). In M. Fraser (Ed.). Sir Banister Fletcher Glossary. London: © the Royal 

Institute of British Architects (RIBA) and the University of London. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350122741.1001185 

 Precast concrete. (2018). In M. Fraser (Ed.). Sir Banister Fletcher Glossary. London: © the Royal 

Institute of British Architects (RIBA) and the University of London. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350122741.1001933 

 Reinforced concrete. (2018). In M. Fraser (Ed.). Sir Banister Fletcher Glossary. London: © the 

Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) and the University of London. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350122741.1002084 

 Brutalism. (2018). In M. Fraser (Ed.). Sir Banister Fletcher Glossary. London: © the Royal 

Institute of British Architects (RIBA) and the University of London. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350122741.1000344 

 
Images and Key Buildings 
A sample of the images of concrete architecture, and of key concrete buildings, to be found in the 

resource: 

 Images: https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/search- 

results?any=concrete&su=image&size=20 

 Key Buildings: https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/search- 

results?any=&su=building,materials_concrete&sort=asc&field=title.exact&size=20 
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