
 

 

 

Subject Guide – Women in Design  

 
This Subject Guide brings together key content from Bloomsbury’s Visual Arts wide-
ranging platform. Divided out by theme, this guide is your springboard for women in 
design. 

 

 
Content from Bloomsbury Design Library collection 
 

 

Bibliographic Overview of Women in Design 

 
 Armstrong, Leah. "Working from home: Fashioning the professional designer in 

Britain." In Design Culture: Objects and Approaches, by Guy Julier , Anders V. 

Munch , Mads Nygaard Folkmann , Hans-Christian Jensen and Niels Peter Skou , 

131–144. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2019. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781474289856.0017   

 Baker, Sarah Elsie. "Women and Design as Profession." In Designing Gender: A 

Feminist Toolkit, 79–114. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts,2024. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350273788.ch-003  

 Buckley, Cheryl. "Made in Patriarchy: Toward a Feminist Analysis of Women and 

Design." In Design: Critical and Primary Sources: Social Interactions, edited by D. J. 

Huppatz , 199–215. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781474282901.0022   

 Chalmers, Lynn. "Women as Agents of Change in the Design of the Workplace." In 

Design and Agency: Critical Perspectives on Identities, Histories, and Practices, 

edited by John Potvin and Marie-Ève Marchand , 199–212. London: Bloomsbury 

Visual Arts, 2020. http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350063822.ch-012  

 Clarke, Meaghan. Fashionability, Exhibition Culture and Gender Politics: Fair 

Women. New York: Routledge, 2021. 

https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia?docid=b-9781351027786   

 Gørrill, Helen. "The museum exposed: Gendered visibilities and essentialist 

aesthetics through equality." In Women Can’t Paint: Gender, the Glass Ceiling and 

Values in Contemporary Art, 73–98. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2020. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781501352775.0009  

 Hepworth, Kate. "Gender and Design." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of Design, 

74–78. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596161-BED-G015c   

 Potvin, John, ed. Oriental Interiors: Design, Identity, Space. London: Bloomsbury 

Academic, 2015. http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781474263788   

 Skelly, Julia. "Bad Women? Tracey Emin, Ghada Amer, and Allyson Mitchell." In 

Radical Decadence: Excess in contemporary feminist textiles and craft, 73–99. 

London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2017. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781474284981.0009  

 Smith, Camilla. "Introduction." In Jeanne Mammen: Art between Resistance and 
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Conformity in Modern Germany, 1916–1950, 1–10. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 

2023. http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350239418.0007  

 Thomas, Troy. Poussin’s Women: Sex and Gender in the Artist’s Works. Amsterdam: 

Amsterdam University Press, 2020. http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9789048566846  

 Walls, Nina de Angeli. "Introduction." In Art, Industry, and Women’s Education in 

Philadelphia, xvii–xxiv. Westport: Greenwood Publishing Group, Inc., 2001. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350520769.0007 
 

Women in Graphic Design and Typography 
 

 Afken, Janin. "Uses of the Past: Sexuality, Self-image and Group Identity in 

German Lesbian Magazines in the 1970s." In Queer Print in Europe, edited 

by Glyn Davis and Laura Guy , 218–236. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 

2022 http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350158696.ch-011  

 Atkinson, Paul. "Graphical User Interface (GUI), USA: (Apple, 1984)." In 

Iconic Designs: 50 Stories about 50 Things, edited by Grace Lees-Maffei , 

88–91. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2014 . 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781474293921.ch-016  

 Raizman, David. "Introduction." In Reading Graphic Design History: Image, 

Text, and Context, 1–10. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2020. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781474299404.ch-00I   

 Lees-Maffei, Grace. "Driving sales: Print and TV advertising of cars to 

women drivers." In Reading Graphic Design in Cultural Context, by Grace 

Lees-Maffei and Nicolas P. Maffei , 175–191. London: Bloomsbury Visual 

Arts, 2019. http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781474293808.0018  
 

Women in Art, Illustration and Craft 
 

 Arthur, Liz. "The artistic, social and suffrage networks of Glasgow School of Art’s 
women artists and designers." In Suffrage and the Arts: Visual Culture, Politics and 
Enterprise, edited by Miranda Garrett and Zoë Thomas , 43–64. London: Bloomsbury 
Visual Arts, 2019. Accessed May 13, 2025. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350011847.ch-003  

 Bakas, Fiona Eva. "‘Out of time and out of money’: How handicraft tourism ¬micro-
entrepreneurs in Greece attain sustainability in an economic crisis." In Craft 
Communities, edited by Susan Luckman and Nicola Thomas , 22–30. London: 
Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2024.. http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781474259675.0008  

 Baker, Sarah Elsie. "Women, Craft and Technology." In Designing Gender: A Feminist 
Toolkit, 41–78. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2024. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350273788.ch-002    

 Beranek, Saskia. "In Living Memory: Architecture, Gardens, and Identity at Huis ten 
Bosch." In Women Artists and Patrons in the Netherlands, 1500–1700, edited by 
Elizabeth Sutton , 85–112. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2019. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9789048566822.ch-004  

 Fauchon, Mireille. "How I Came to Meet Katie Gliddon." In Illustration, Narrative and 
The Suffragette: An Illustrative Enquiry, 89–113. Bloomsbury Research in Illustration. 
London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2024 http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350297562.ch-
004  

 Watson-Jones, Virginia. Contemporary American Women Sculptors. Phoenix: Abc 
Clio Imprints, 1986. http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350520882  

 Welton, J.Michael. Drawing from Practice: Architects and the Meaning of Freehand. 
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New York: Routledge, 2015. 
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia?docid=b-9781315856919  

 

Women in Fashion Design 
 

 Ambrose, Gavin , and Paul Harris. The Visual Dictionary of Fashion Design. Lausanne 
London La Vergne: AVA Publishing SA, 2007. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781474218573   

 Ashton, Jenna C. "A room of one’s own: Strategies of feminist arts interventions." In 
Contemporary Art in Heritage Spaces, by Nick Cass , Gill Park and Anna Powell , 83–
97. New York: Routledge, 2020. https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-
chapter?docid=b-9780429053498&tocid=b-9780429053498-chapter6   

 Cesare, Carla. "The Museum at the Fashion Institute of Technology, New York (FIT) 
(1969–)." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of Design, 319. London: Bloomsbury 
Academic, 2016. http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596154-BED-T024   

 Dick, Emma. "Vionnet, Madeleine (1876–1975)." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of 
Design, 391. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596154-BED-V023  

 Fischer, Anette , and Kiran Gobin. "Garment Support and Structure." In Construction 
for Fashion Design, 140–173. Basic Fashion Design. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 
2017. http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781474222532.ch-007   

 Dick, Emma. "Karan, Donna (1948–)." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of Design, 
269–271. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596161-BED-K004   

 McLoughlin, Marie. "Chanel, Gabrielle Bonheur (Coco) (1883–1971)." In The 
Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of Design. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596178-BED-C036   

 McLoughlin, Marie. "Quant, Mary (1934–)." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of 
Design, 129–130. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596154-BED-Q004   

 Morton, Tara. "‘An arts and crafts society, working for the enfranchisement of women’: 
Unpicking the political threads of the Suffrage Atelier, 1909–1914." In Suffrage and the 
Arts: Visual Culture, Politics and Enterprise, edited by Miranda Garrett and Zoë 
Thomas , 65–90. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2019. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350011847.ch-004   

 Peers, Juliette. "Barbie, USA: (Ruth Handler/Mattel, 1959)." In Iconic Designs: 50 
Stories about 50 Things, edited by Grace Lees-Maffei , 180–183. London: Bloomsbury 
Visual Arts, 2014. http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781474293921.ch-038   

 Shea, Eiren L. "“Pulling Firmly Her Tall Hat Over Her Head”: Women’s Dress at the 
Yuan Court." In Mongol Court Dress, Identity Formation, and Global Exchange, 72–95. 
New York, NY: Routledge, 2020. https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-
chapter?docid=b-9780429340659&tocid=b-9780429340659-chapter3  

 Tsunemi, Mikiko. "Kuwasawa, Yoko 桑泽洋子 (1910–77)." In The Bloomsbury 

Encyclopedia of Design, 300. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596161-BED-K053   

 Wieber, Sabine. Jugendstil Women and the Making of Modern Design. Cultural 
Histories of Design. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2021. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350088559  

 

Women in Interior and Textile Design 
 

 Ashby, Charlotte. "Isola, Maija (1927–2001)." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of 
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Design, 226–227. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596161-BED-I079  

 Baseby, Francesca. "Day, Lucienne (1917–2010)." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia 
of Design. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596178-BED-D013  

 Chesters, Robert. "Schütte-Lihotzky, Margarete (1897–2000)." In The Bloomsbury 
Encyclopedia of Design, 208–209. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 2025. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596154-BED-S029b  

 Dick, Emma. "Stölzl, Gunta (1897–1983)." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of 
Design, 268–269. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596154-BED-S117   

 Dormor, Catherine. "Frayed and Fraying: Textile Actions and the Edges of Belonging." 
In Transnational Belonging and Female Agency in the Arts, edited by Basia Sliwinska 
and Catherine Dormor , 17–38. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2022. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781501358722.ch-001  

 Edwards, Clive. "Aulenti, Gae (1927–2012)." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of 
Design. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596178-BED-A110b   

 Edwards, Clive. "Wharton, Edith (1862–1937)." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of 
Design, 415–416. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596154-BED-W017b  

 Hinchman, Mark. "Modernism’s glass ceiling: Women in commercial design after 
WWII." In Shaping the American Interior: Structures, Contexts and Practices, edited by 
Paula Lupkin and Penny Sparke , 179–194. Abingdon: Routledge, 2018. 
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b-
9781315520735&tocid=b-9781315520735-chapter12  

 Modesti, Adelina. "‘Una persona dependente alla Serenissima Gran Duchessa’ : 
Female Embroiderers and Lacemakers between the courts of Florence and France." 
In Women Artists in the Early Modern Courts of Europe: c. 1450-1700, edited by Tanja 
L. Jones , 139–160.Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2021. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9789048566808.ch-006   

 Sparke, Penny. "The designer for industry." In An Introduction to Design and Culture: 
1900 to the Present, 51–68. Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2020. 
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b-
9781351023306&tocid=b-9781351023306-chapter3  

 Reid, Colbey Emmerson , and Dennis M. Weiss. "Introduction: Designing the 
Domestic Posthuman." In Designing the Domestic Posthuman, 1–16. London: 
Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2024. Accessed May 13, 2025. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350301238.0005  

 Ryan, Deborah Sugg. "Towards an Uncensored History of Design: modernism 
art/design history Constance Spry: A Millionaire for a Few Pence exhibitionIdeal 
Homes, Design Museum, London Ideal Homes and Constance Spry at The Design 
Museum, London." In Design Objects and The Museum, edited by Liz Farrelly and 
Joanna Weddell , 51–60. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781474268820.ch-005  

 Turney, Jo. "A touch of the exotic: Sensuality as luxury in the 1970s’ domestic 
interior." In The Third Realm of Luxury: Connecting Real Places and Imaginary 
Spaces, by Joanne Roberts and John Armitage , 85–100. London: Bloomsbury Visual 
Arts, 2020. http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350062801.0009  

 

Women in Product / Lighting Design 
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http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596161-BED-I079
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596178-BED-D013
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596154-BED-S029b
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596154-BED-S117
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781501358722.ch-001
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596178-BED-A110b
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596154-BED-W017b
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b-9781315520735&tocid=b-9781315520735-chapter12
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b-9781315520735&tocid=b-9781315520735-chapter12
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9789048566808.ch-006
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b-9781351023306&tocid=b-9781351023306-chapter3
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b-9781351023306&tocid=b-9781351023306-chapter3
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350301238.0005
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781474268820.ch-005
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350062801.0009


 

In Diversity and Design: Understanding Hidden Consequences, edited by Beth Tauke 
, Korydon Smith and Charles Davis , 191–206. New York: Routledge, 2016. 
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b-
9781315775791&tocid=b-9781315775791-chapter10  

 Augello, Matteo. "Urquiola, Patricia (1961–)." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of 
Design, 369. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596154-BED-U010   

 Cowan, Ruth Schwartz. "A Historian of Science and Technology Confronts Gender 
and Design." In The Banham Lectures: Essays on Designing the Future, edited by 
Jeremy Aynsley and Harriet Atkinson , 217–228. Oxford: Berg, 2009. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350036109.ch-015   

 Edwards, Clive. "Brandt, Marianne (1893–1983)." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of 
Design. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596178-BED-B087   

 Fisher, Fiona. "Cliff, Clarice (1899–1972)." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of 
Design. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016.  
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596178-BED-C060   

 Kalms, Nicole. "Not Neutral: Designing Cities for Women." In She City: Designing Out 
Women’s Inequity in Cities, 118–134. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2023. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350153110.ch-006  

 

Women in Architecture / Landscape Architecture 
 

 Chattopadhyay, Swati. "Portable Geographies." In Small Spaces: Recasting the 
Architecture of Empire, 231–252. London: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2023. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350288256.ch-015   

 "Architecture Today: The Current State of the Profession." In The Business of 
Architecture: Your Guide to a Financially Successful Firm, by Kathy Denise Dixon , 
Timothy A. Kephart and Karl L. Moody , 7–14. New York,: Routledge, 2018. 
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b-
9781315641126&tocid=b-9781315641126-chapter1   

 "Editors’ Introduction to Chapter 6." In Diversity and Design: Understanding Hidden 
Consequences, edited by Beth Tauke , Korydon Smith and Charles Davis , 120. New 
York: Routledge, 2016. https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-
chapter?docid=b-9781315775791&tocid=b-9781315775791-0001504   

 Gharipour, Mohammad, ed. Health And Architecture: The History Of Spaces Of 
Healing And Care In The Pre-Modern Era. London,: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2021. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350217409   

 Hinchman, Mark , and Elyssa Yoneda. "Hadid, Zaha." In Interior Design Masters, 516–
517. New York: Routledge, 2018 https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-
chapter?docid=b-9781315168203&tocid=b-9781315168203-article244   

 Hinchman, Mark, and Elyssa Yoneda. "Morgan, Julia." In Interior Design Masters, 
176–177. New York: Routledge, 2018. 
https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b-
9781315168203&tocid=b-9781315168203-article83   

 Sparke, Penny. "Arranging the Aspidistras: Nature, culture and the design of the 
feminine sphere in the nineteenth century." In The Routledge Companion to Design 
Studies, edited by Penny Sparke and Fiona Fisher , 186–196. Abingdon: Routledge, 
2016. https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-chapter?docid=b-
9781315562087&tocid=b-9781315562087-chapter15   

 Stratigakos, Despina. "“Should Women Build?”: Debating Gender and Architecture in 
Germany, 1908-1920." In Diversity and Design: Understanding Hidden 
Consequences, edited by Beth Tauke, Korydon Smith and Charles Davis , 121–135. 
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New York: Routledge, 2016. https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-
chapter?docid=b-9781315775791&tocid=b-9781315775791-chapter6  

  Tigerman, Bobbye. "Knoll, Florence (1917–)." In The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of 
Design, 286–287. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781472596161-BED-K030  

 

Women in Game Design 
 

 Barton, Matt. "Megan Gaiser and Rob Riedl, Gamemakers for Girls." In Honoring the 
Code: Conversations with Great Game Designers, 191–202. Boca Raton, FL: A K 
Peters/CRC Press, 2016. https://www.bloomsburyvisualarts.com/encyclopedia-
chapter?docid=b-9781466567542&tocid=b-9781466567542-chapter14    

 Brodsky, Judith K. "Feminist Artists and the Gaming Industry." In Dismantling the 
Patriarchy, Bit by Bit: Art, Feminism, and Digital Technology, 143–160. London: 
Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2021. http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350243514.ch-011   
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