Online Resources 100 Ideas for Secondary Teachers: Teaching Drama
Idea 69: The importance of the director
Suggestions for scenes with ideas for director’s changes:
1. Scene:  A man walks into his office, on his own, sits down, opens the post and reads.

Ideas for changes:  Walk in fast/walk in slowly. Walk in and stop rigidly when you see the post. Open the post slowly; open the post as if scared of the contents. Open the post as if you can’t wait to see what’s inside. Look bored as you open the post. Sing or hum as you open the post. Be cheerful when you open the post, but freeze in horror when you read it.

2. Scene: A professional photographer is taking pictures of a couple on their wedding day. He is moving about, as photographers do, asking them to hold certain poses, gesturing with his hand for them to move this way slightly or that; looking for various angles.

Ideas for changes: Move about quickly; move about slowly; hold a position for a long time; shout at the couple; use no words at all; use wildly exaggerated gestures.

3. Scene: A restaurant. Customers are seated looking at the menus when the waiter arrives to take their order.

Ideas for changes: The waiter is rude; the waiter is polite; the waiter writes down the order; the waiter unconvincingly tries to memorise the order; the waiter is hard of hearing; the waiter is clumsy; the waiter is stressed; the customers are polite; the customers are angry.

4. Scene: An artist in his studio is by his easel and canvas painting a still life.
Ideas for changes: The artist is painting slowly muttering under his breath; he is singing louder with energy and slapping the paint on; he is painstakingly adding a little touch here and a little touch there; he is dancing about and being crazy with the way he adds the paints; he is staring at the canvas and then staring at the still-life and then waiting before he adds the tiniest stroke; he is moaning each time he adds a dab.
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