Chapter 2 Ancillaries

Food Science in the News (end of chapter)

The goal of this assignment is to encourage students to evaluate the presentation of science by the popular news media and to distinguish between sources. Use the following instructions to introduce and outline the assignment.

· Background Info: When scientists have exciting results, they publish them in specialized periodicals, scholarly peer-reviewed journals. E.g. http://pss.sagepub.com 
· However, the general public does not have access to this information, so a newspaper will occasionally pick up the story and publish a news article on the research for everyone to read. The goal here is to find one of those newspaper articles to analyze and answer the discussion questions for this assignment. Here is an example: https://www.cnn.com/2016/05/13/health/fda-food-labeling-healthy-fats-and-sugar/index.html 

· For this assignment, students will identify and analyze a newsmedia article related to a topic of food and eating. (The instructor may choose to provide options that fit the criteria for this assignment).
· Students will next complete the following tasks - 
1. Summarize the newsmedia article: Paraphrase the information into your own words, use scientific writing, and APA format. 
2. Find the original scientific (scholarly) source: Instructor can provide instructions for students to access articles via the school library or Google Scholar.
3. Students will respond to the discussion questions: 
· How difficult was it for you to find the empirical study? Describe the process
· Compare the news article with the empirical study, identify at least 3 similarities or differences.
· Does the news article provide adequate coverage of the empirical study? Does it include limitations of the study?
· Does the news article provide any additional evidence or opposing points of view?

· Instructor: provide formatting guidelines for student submission:
· Font and paragraph formatting
· Length of newsmedia article summary (e.g. ½ to 1 full page)
· Discussion prompts response (e.g. 1 ½ to 2 full pages)
· In-text and full reference citations for both sources (e.g. APA format)
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