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Table 9.1 Good practice in transition

	Transition from preschool to school (nursery or Reception classes) (since the majority of children attend preschool settings before school entry the issue of home to school has not been addressed here)

	ISSUE 
	Established
	Developing
	On my radar
	Something I should consider

	Transition to EYFS informs School Transition Policy
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	Planning for September transition begins in previous autumn term
	
	
	
	

	Planning for transition includes:

	Conferences with individual parents to identify child’s needs and strengths
	
	
	
	

	Meeting with parents of cohort to discuss classes, uniform, staggered entry, expectations, lunchtime arrangements, etc.
	
	
	
	

	Meeting with parents of cohort to discuss approaches to teaching and learning, phonics, reading, writing, maths, homework, etc.
	
	
	
	

	Optional home visits by EYFS team members to meet children
	
	
	
	

	Series of play sessions for children to stay without parent or carer
	
	
	
	

	Drop-in sessions for parents to discuss specific issues as they arise after parent/teacher conferences, e.g. a change in a child’s health needs or in response to other worries or concerns
	
	
	
	

	Virtual tour of the classroom, toilets, outdoor area, etc., on the school’s website
	
	
	
	

	Downloads on the school website that help children find out about they class they are going into, e.g. a class picture book: Meet Fred and Felicity – the goldfish, or choose your favourite activity showing pictures of what’s available in the outdoor area
	
	
	
	

	Liaison with feeder settings:

	Visits by school staff to feeder settings within reasonable reach
	
	
	
	

	Hosting visits from preschool feeder settings on fact-finding missions
	
	
	
	

	Sharing information with feeder settings about the school environment – may be in the form of a booklet which could be shared with children, containing pictures of staff, classrooms and outdoor areas
	
	
	
	

	Sharing information with feeder settings about school approach to teaching, e.g. how mark making is supported in school
	
	
	
	

	Inviting feeder setting staff to relevant continuing professional development sessions (CPD)
	
	
	
	

	Seeking and valuing information about children’s learning from feeder setting at transfer and seeking clarification as necessary from them
	
	
	
	

	Reviewing transition practices and supporting transition by providing uniforms to feed settings, for example
	
	
	
	

	Inviting feeder settings to events at school that recognise their valuable contributions to children’s prior learning, e.g. an assembly where children are singing or acting out a story
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