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	Question
	Negotiable or non-negotiable?
	Your response

	Are children’s individual needs and interests reflected?
	Non-negotiable: This is a requirement of the EYFS.
	

	Can you show how observations link to planning?
	At the start of a year or if you have new children in your group it may not always be possible to do this from the outset, so you should consider what is age/stage appropriate given what you know about your cohort. To do this you should try to access any information about the children from them, their family and the previous setting/class.
Non-negotiable: Once children attend your setting your observations should inform planning.
	

	Do your plans relate to all seven areas of learning and development?
	Non-negotiable: This is a requirement of the EYFS. However, there should be a strong emphasis on the prime areas for younger children to support their development in specific areas.
	

	Are you showing how your provision and activities support children to make progress?
	That is, have you identified children’s starting points and have you planned around their interests and next steps for learning? And, are you keeping track of this through staff meetings to review the progress of individuals and groups of children?
	

	Does your planning cover outdoor experiences as well as those which take place indoors?
	The best approach to thinking about this is that just as the indoor area is intended as an environment for learning so is the outdoor environment. However, the play that occurs in the outdoor area may well be different because of what you provide and what children can choose to do.
Non-negotiable: It is a requirement of the EYFS that you ‘must provide access to an outdoor play area or, if that is not possible, ensure that outdoor activities are planned and taken on a daily basis’ (DFE, 2017:30).
	

	Does your planning show how you will support children to develop the Characteristics of Effective Learning?
	Non-negotiable: This is the ‘how’ of play and learning – and describes children’s attitudes such as their motivation, their inventiveness or their determination to succeed. 
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