

Idea 11: Assessment matters 
Assessment tools
Without a thorough assessment of the pupil’s communication, both expressive and receptive, planning for the individual needs and implementing the appropriate intervention is not possible. I have been dismayed in some settings where I have seen a member of staff use an elongated sentence, delivered at pace, to a child who clearly failed to comprehend what was being said. On some occasions, I have counted the words delivered and reached above 30. Then, referring to the child’s profile or communication targets, discovered that the advice to staff was to use three key words and allow processing time. This is not an exaggeration and my heart sank each time I experienced this. 

Speech and Language Therapists, in my opinion, are worth their weight in gold when they have experience of working with children on the autism spectrum. Their comprehensive evaluations and appropriately devised targets support pupils and provide clarity for staff. The difficulty seems to arise when the report gets lost in the forest of paperwork and is not consistently digested and delivered by the staff on the ground. 

Assessment involves a range of tools including:
· Case history
· Information from the family/carers
· Information from school
· Auditory review
· Standardised and non-standardised measures of spoken and non-spoken communication
· Informal assessments
· Assessment of developmental skills
· Observation of the child in different contexts
· Social communication assessment.
Information gleaned from the home and the staff who are most familiar with the child can inform our understanding of a child beyond an observation carried out in a limited context and in a particular snapshot of the child’s daily life. 
Formal assessments include the British Picture Vocabulary Scale, an assessment that does not require reading; responses can be given by pointing or through gesture. It can provide a benchmark as the child progresses through school. 
A social communication assessment is used to establish the social communication difficulties a pupil is experiencing regularly and how this impacts on daily life. Strategies are then designed to help the child develop appropriate language and communication skills across contexts and with a range of people. 
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