Idea 18: An entrance to music 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Communication through music 
It is common practice to begin the day with circle time, drawing the class group together for registration and a time to settle in. This is a wonderful time to use music as a greeting, and as a way to encourage pupils to say hello and use the names of peers. Being prepared, having the physical setup ready and making this a clear routine enables children to relax and recognise that the school day has begun. 

So many opportunities to communicate through music. For example:

· Activities where children are taking turns can include a musical phrase to indicate passing something on to the next child. 
· Prepare visuals to offer choices of familiar songs, ensuring the children are expressing preferences. This may be in the form of a choice board or an object representing the song.
· Use songs that relate to the curriculum, counting, alphabet, space and colour for example.
· Supply concrete objects for the children to manipulate during the song. One creative teacher used a long piece of elastic with large cone spools on it for the children to manipulate while singing ‘Wind the Bobbin up’. ‘Ten Little Speckled Frogs’ came to life with plastic frogs on a real log in a laminated pond, that could be removed by the children one by one. Participation was enthusiastically embraced.
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· Choosing the right music, pace and the appropriate volume to link with transition times, getting ready for lunch or home time, time to tidy away and time to relax, will help trigger the acceptance of the change and reduce the abruptness of the next activity. 
· Use the interactive whiteboard for some songs, including some sing-along songs where the lyrics are visible to encourage literacy.
· When appropriate, use instruments to accompany the music and plan an instrument making time for the children to make shakers and other simple instruments that are not too abrasive in the sounds they make.
· Use an ‘echo microphone’ to encourage children to join in the singing.
· Consider some calming music or a quiet song to draw children back to attention if there is a need to refocus throughout the day.
· Use a musical voice to get the attention of a child by ‘singing’ their name if your normal voice is not being responded to.
· The day began with music and can end with music as school draws to a close and children are prepared for the transition to home. This is familiar, relaxing, soothing and paving the way to a smooth transition.

You do have to lose your inhibitions to break into song and create humorous lyrics of your own to communicate to your pupils and invite them to communicate with you, but it’s well worth it. Give it a try!
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