Idea 59: In the community 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Raising awareness in the community 
As well as supporting your pupils with autism, you have a wonderful opportunity to raise awareness about the autism spectrum within the community. Visit local shops, libraries, sports facilities, museums, post offices, cafes, etc. and provide them with some information so that they better understand that some of your children may not easily communicate with them or may become overwhelmed at times. Consider an information card that concisely explains what autism is. Here’s an example: 

Children with autism usually look just like other people but sometimes they may act differently due to a lack of social awareness. 
Characteristics may include:
· Lack of awareness of others
· Unusual behaviour
· Lack of understanding of social rules.
We are endeavouring to help our young people become more socially aware. 
Thank you for your understanding.    (back)
 
Name of school
Contact telephone number

Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions.

             (front)

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 









  


My colleagues and I gave these out liberally and found the reception very positive. On school trips they were given to those in charge of the venue. In local shops they were given to the employees. In situations where a child is struggling with behaviour the cards explained the situation without the need for conversation and reduced the tension a member of the public may have. A quick, ‘May I ask you to read this?’ is all that is necessary. Our hope was that the individual with the card would then take it home and tell their family, show it to friends and be a little more aware of including our children in society. 
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