Idea 63: Use your imagination 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Imaginative responses to pupil needs 
In the book, I have emphasised the need for imagination and creativity over and over again with good reason. When you are faced with children who may not learn in the way you have been used to teaching, you have to try new things. In order to try new things, you have to think laterally and be a problem solver. To be a problem solver you must use your imagination and be creative. Easy, right? No, probably not! 

Here are some examples to get you started:
· When setting up provision areas in your classroom, e.g. post office, green grocers, make a visit to the real place first. Draw exaggerated attention to the activity going on, buy a stamp, post a letter, buy some fruit and veg that needs to be weighed. Make it real before you expect it to be done in an imaginative way.
· Don’t just read a story, bring it to life. If there are repetitive phrases, encourage the children to repeat them with you, create an air of anticipation and predictability, giving space for pupils to suggest what comes next.
· Solve the problems of inflexibility. For example, when two boys were sharing a table, one could not bear the other holding his paper at an angle, would reach across and straighten it. This caused annoyance and interruption. By using a piece of red tape to draw a clear line between the work areas of each and setting a rule that said each boy controlled his own area only, the issue was solved. 
· It’s a challenge to share a computer. By using a timer and putting the ‘watcher’ in charge of the timer, the time is adhered to much better and harmony can follow. 
· [image: Related image]If materials are being used for one purpose/task, find a way to use them for a different activity, increasing flexibility of purpose. For example, the stacking chairs game is great fun for stacking but can also be used for colour sorting, shape sorting, counting and patterns.
· Remember that the process of making is as important as the product and that learning takes place throughout. Rather than have a paper exercise for rhyming words, have the pupils make rolling tubes. You can find a great guide to this activity here.

Guard against ‘death by worksheet’! There are so many other ways to embrace learning without falling back on pencil and paper. 
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