Idea 70: Outside the classroom 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Successful opportunities outside the classroom 
Schools are wonderful places for learning and helping young minds to develop. The school itself provides amazing opportunities and experiences. Taking learning outside the classroom into the community, however, offers a wealth of new opportunities and brings the pupils face to face with real life.

Supporting the curriculum and topic work by visiting local museums, buildings of interest, parks, industries, cultural events and shops opens up the world to young eyes and begins to build both interest and independence. 

One community visit I observed was beautifully prepared before the group left their classroom. A presentation on the interactive whiteboard went through photographs of the local area, the route to be taken, the shop being visited and the road safety rules to follow. The children were given a selection of purses to choose from and were responsible for their own money. The shopping list was on the whiteboard and it was divided amongst the children with each then writing their own items and putting the list in their purse. Partners were chosen for walking together and they set off. Every opportunity was taken along the route to reinforce safety, to draw attention to the environment, to use and develop vocabulary. On arrival, the children were reminded to look at their lists and to find the items they needed to buy. Each child went to the shopkeeper, paid independently and waited for change until each was finished. The walk back to school continued in the same manner. 

This visit took meticulous planning and organisation and aside from one young lady throwing her purse over a bridge into the water, never to be seen again, it went as planned. Learning was evident, experiences were provided and the entire lesson was enjoyed by all. 

There are so many reasons to use and celebrate learning outside the classroom. I encourage you to plan for and make the most of it. 
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