Robin Alexander on dialogic teaching

The principle behind dialogic teaching is to develop students who can use the power of talk to stimulate and extend their thinking; by doing so, this will accelerate their learning and understanding. Using talk for cognitive rather than solely social reasons helps us to diagnose our students’ needs and assess their progress. 

Dialogic teaching rejects the traditional model of classroom talk, which centres around the IRF model (initiate a question, listen to a student’s response, give feedback on whether the response is right or wrong). The IRF model gives all the power to the teacher who poses all of the questions. Dialogic talk requires the following types of quality talk:

• interactions which encourage students to think, and to think in different ways
• questions which invite much more than simple recall
• answers which are justified, followed up and built upon 
• feedback which informs and leads thinking forward 
• contributions which are extended rather than simple one-word responses
• exchanges which chain together into coherent and deepening lines of enquiry
• discussion which probes and challenges rather than unquestioningly accepts.

It takes a considerable amount of time to train students to become familiar with using talk for such cognitive purposes, however once students become confident then the cognitive challenge is greatly enhanced compared to more traditional talk in the classroom.


Robin Alexander biography

Name: Robin Alexander 
Website: www.robinalexander.org.uk 
What to read: Towards Dialogic Teaching by Robin Alexander
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