Doug Lemov on teaching techniques and practice

Doug Lemov has revolutionised American schools with his book Teach Like A Champion and the book he co-authored Practice Perfect. What makes these books so useful is there are clear techniques and rules to implement in your classroom. The techniques chosen in both books are based on countless observations of highly effective classroom teachers. He poses the question: ‘What makes these teachers so effective and what can we learn from them?’ 

In Teach Like A Champion, there are several techniques that focus on raising your expectations of what students say and do in your classroom. Many techniques focus on challenging students to improve their initial verbal responses. Lemov encourages teachers to choose their language carefully and model to students what it expected of them. Linked to this, his techniques focus on looking for opportunities to extend their thinking by adding extra dimensions to students’ answers. Lemov argues that teachers need to work on how they structure tasks so that students are able to make a start and then use prompts to extend their responses. 

Moving onto Practice Perfect, this book focuses on techniques that enable teachers to get students to practise in a more effective way. This book is particularly useful for thinking about how you would set up learning for a major assessment. Many of his rules for effective practice focus on both the teacher and student using the same language to describe and explain new learning. At the heart of effective practice is excellent modelling and the teacher needs to show students what language they need to understand how to get better at what they are practising. 


Doug Lemov biography

Name: Doug Lemov 
Twitter handle: @Doug_Lemov 
Website: teachlikeachampion.com 
What to read: Teach Like a Champion by Doug Lemov, Practice Perfect by Doug Lemov, Erica Woolway and Katie Yezzi 
What to watch: ‘Doug Lemov on Teach Like a Champion’ (www.youtube.com/watch?v=1XpWbDjhIiI)
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