Robert Marzano on academic vocabulary

Robert Marzano highlights the link between student success and vocabulary knowledge. Most students have no problem with tier 1 words; these are everyday words that we see all the time. However, if students have a vast vocabulary base, not only will they be able to articulate their thoughts coherently and cogently (tier 2 academic words), they will also be able to build layers of knowledge by making connections between words (tier 3 technical words). Most students are told to look up words in a dictionary to find out their definition but Marzano states this has little impact on building a student’s vocabulary as we learn words in context. There are six steps to effective vocabulary instruction which we can use with our students to challenge them to think and speak like an expert:

• provide a description, explanation, or example of the new word
• ask students to create their own description, explanation or example in their own words
• ask students to construct a picture, pictograph, or symbolic representation of the word
• engage students in activities that help them add to their knowledge of the words in their vocabulary notebooks
• ask students regularly to discuss the words with their peers so the words’ meanings are not forgotten
• involve students in games that enable them to play with the words they have learnt.


Robert Marzano biography

Name: Robert Marzano
Twitter handle: @robertjmarzano 
Website: www.marzanoresearch.com 
What to read: Building Academic Vocabulary by Robert Marzano and Debra Pickering 
What to watch: ‘Building Basic Vocabulary with Dr. Robert J. Marzano’ (www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_HN09W0s4o)
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